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THE 

SLAVE COLONIES, 



jJURING the session of 1824, a namber of papers were 
moyed for in the House of Commons on the subject of Colo- 
nial Slavery. A few of these were presented and printed in 
the same session; but by. far the most important were not 
produced till the following scission, and were not printed and in 
the hands of Members till near its close, when it was too late 
to make any but a very partial use of them. As these papers 
are very voluminous, it has been judged advisable to form 
an abstract of them, with a view both to the convenience of 
Members of Parliament, and to the information of the public 
at large. A few observations and notes will be added, for the 
purpose of explanation, and in the hope of thereby render- 
ing the abstract more intelligible and useful. 

The following are the titles of the various papers which 
this analysis is intended to embrace. In order to avoid con- 
fusion, and promote brevity, a distinguishing letter is pre- 
fixed to each, which will be employed to designate it, when- 
ever a reference to it becomes necessary. 

A.— Papers presented to Parliament by his Majesty's command, 
in explanation of the measures adopted by his Majesty's Go- 
vernment for tbe melioration of the condition of the Slave 
Population in his Majesty's possessions in the West Indies 
and on the contingent of South America (in continuation of 
tbe Papers presented in 1824). 1826. 

B.-^Additional Papers presented to Parliament by his Majesty's 
command, in explanation, &c. (in continuation of the Papers 
ptesc;nted this session). 1825. 

C— Further Papers relating to Slaves in the West Indies ; Dcmo- 

B 



2 PAPBRS PRESENTBD TO PARLIAMBNT. 
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lition of the Methodist Chapel in Barbadoes. Ordered to be 
printed 16th March 1835, and numbered 113. 

D. — Further Papers relating to Slaves in the West Indies ; Demo- 
lition of the Methodist Chapel in Barbadoes. Ordered to be 
printed 21st March 1B25, and numbered 127* 

E. — Papers relating to the Manumission, Government, and Popula- 
tion of Slaves in the West Indies, 1822—1824. Ordered to 
be printed 1st March 1825, and numbered 66. 

F. — Further Papers relating to Slaves in the West Indies ; Infor- 
mation respecting Lecesne and Escoffery. Ordered to be 
printed 4th March 1825, and numbered 74. 

G. — Honduras: Letter from Captain R. Maclean. Ordered to 
be printed 18th June 1824, and numbered 439. 

H. — Slave Population, West Indies. Ordered to be printed i4th 
Jiine 1824, and numbered 424 

I.-*- Slave Population, West Indies, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Mauritius. Ordered to be printed 1st July 1825, and num- 
bered 512« 

K. — Population of the Mauritius. Ordered to be printed 30th 
May 1825, and numbered 361. 

L.*-Slaves in Tortola. Ordered to be printed 25th April 1825, 
and numbered 235. 

M.— Slaves in Tortola : Case of the Donna Paula. Ordered to 
be printed 18th June 1824, and numbered 441. 

In the Appendix to the Second Report of the Anti-slavery 
Society will be found a copy of the Instructions transmitted 
to the Governors of the different West-India colonies by 
Earl Bathurst, respecting the reforms in the system of colo- 
nial slavery which his Majesty's Ministers were desirous of 
introducing ; together with the substance of the Order in 
Council for improving the condition of the slaves in Trinidad, in 
which Order those instructions were for the most part embo- 
died. Soon after that Order was promulgated in Trinidad, • 
Lord Bathurst, in July 1824, transmitted a copy of it to the 
different local governments in the West Indies, accompanied 
by a letter recommending its adoption. The general tenor 
of thesie letters will be sufficiently understood by the follow- 
ing copy of one of them, which was addressed to the Governor 
of Jamaica, and from which the others do not materially 
varv. It is as follows : 



LORD BATHURST'S INSTRUCTIONS. 3 

** I have the honour of enclosing to your Grace a copy of the . 
Order In Cduncil for the improvement of the condition, of the 
slaves in Trinidad ; and I have also to notify to yoii, his Ma- 
jesty's appointment of two Bishops, the one for Jamaica, and the 
other for the Leeward Islands ; to whom are to be entrusted the 
controul of the Clergy of the Church of Bngland within their re- 
spective dioceses, and the duty of reporting upon the state of the 
Ecclesiastical establishments, particularly as it relates to the 
slave population ; and upon the best means of diffusing the bene* 
fits of religious instruction to that part of the community. Tour 
Grace must, indeed, have been long informed of both these mea-. 
sures ; but my reason for calling your attention to them at this 
moment, is for the purpose of enabling you to bring more com- 
pletely under the consideration of the Legislature, at their ensuiug 
meeting, the whole of the measures which his Majesty's Govern- 
ment have in contemplation for the melioration of the state of the 
slave* population. 

'' His Majesty's Government have been anxious to prove the 
deep interest which they feel in the encouragement of the reli- 
gious and moral instruction of the Negroes, by at once taking 
upon themselves the whole charge of placing the Clergy of the 
West Indies under Episcopal controul ; and they have further di- 
rected, that a given sum shall be forthwith placed at the disposal 
of the Bishops, for the purpose of providing for the more imme- 
diate supply of persons in holy orders within their respective dio- 
ceses ; and his Majesty confidently expects to receive every assist- 
ance from the Assembly, to promote the establishment of a system 
so calculated to produce the most beneficial effects on the morals 
and habits of the slave population. 

^* With respect to the Order in Council for meliorating the con- 
dition of the slaves in Trinidad, similar provisions to those which 
are contained in that Order will be extended to Demarara and 
Esseqnibo, St. Lucia, the Cape, and the Mauritius, with such 
modifications as may be necessary to adapt them to the Dutch and 
French laws, which are respectively in force in those possessions. 

** The Assembly of Jamaica shewed their anxiety for the im- 
provement of the condition of the slaves, by many of the provi- 
sions of their Consolidation Act, passed in 1816, and it is impos- 
sible to believe, that, consistently with the spirit which then ani- 
mated them, they will n.ow refuse to go further. On attentively 
considering the provisions of the Order in Council, they will not 
fail to perceive much which practice has already established ia 
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jMaka, and which requires Hitle more tliaa the formal aancttoD 
of a law to complete \ In comparing it with the provisions df 
their own Act, they will observe, that, upon the principle of those 
provisions, many of the suggested alterations must be considered 
as improvements ; and by incorporating in their statutes those ad- 
ditional provisions of the Order, which as yet are not to be 
found in their Consolidation Act, they will lay the foundation for 
such a system of gradual improvement of the condition of the 
slave population, as will prove equally honourable to the Assembly, 
and beneficial to those for whose advantage it appears to be more 
immediately intended. 

*' Your Grace will readily anticipate the serious extent of the 
disappointment which his Majesty's Government will experieace» 
if, unfortunatdy for their best interests, as well as for the cause 
of humanity, the Assembly of Jamaica shall reject the substance 
of these regulations, which they must be aware have received 
the sanction of Parliament, and the general approbation of the. 
country." (A. p. 6.) 

We shall now proceed to state the effect which fias re- 
sulted in the colonies from the various recommendations of 
his Mstjesty s Government, as far as it is* to be deduced from 
the papers recently laid before Parliament ; combining with 
that information the substance of such communications from 
the colonies on collateral topics, as may bear materially on the 
main subject of the present publication, — the Progress of 
Colonial Reform. The colonies will be taken separately, and 
in their alphabetical order. 



I. ANTIGUA. 

The only information obtained from this island is to be 
found in a dispatch of Mr. President Athill, addressed to 
£ar| Bathurst, dated Sept. 3, 1824, and is as follows : — 

** The Committee, to form the Bill for consolidating the 
laws respecting the slave populatiou into one Act/ have not 
proceeded with as .much industry as might have been ex- 

* Lord Bathurst, nve fear, has been led to think far too favonrably, b«lh 
of the law and the practice of Junaica. 



BAHAMAS. ft 

pected from die impcnrtanoe of the iubjoct. SiBoe I re^ . 
oeived your Lordship's letter^ I hare oaUed the attention of 
ike ohairman to the snbject ; and I hope that will be more 
completely done by the consideration of the dispatch ibelf, 
when laid before the Assembly, at their meeting, on the 9th of 
thi9 month/' (A. p. 102.) ^ 

The want of industry in the Colonial Assembly, of which 
^e President complained on the 8d of S^tember 1824, 
does not appear to have been remedied by the subsequent 
commuiucation to them of Lord Bathnrsf s dispatch. No 
fSorther r^ort of progress appears to have been since made 
to his Migesty's Government. 

II. BAHAMAS. 

The Legislature of the Baham'as has given as a aseful spe* 
cimen of the kind and degree of improvement to be ex- 
pected, when it is left to the colonists themselves to re- 
form their slave code. In the fisdiamas, from th^ pecuUar 
circumstances, but more especially from the unproductiveness 
of their soil, and the total absence of all sugar culture, the 
treatment of the slaves has been practically- less severe than 
in most of the other slave colonies. The slaves have been 
less worked and better fed ; and their numbers have conse- 
quently increased, at the rate of about two per cent, per 
annum, or probably at a still higher rate. In January 1^4, 
the Bahama Legblature proceeded, in compliance with the 
recommendations of his Ma|esty's Government, to pass Acts to 
amend their slave laws, and to improve the condition of the 
free People of Colour. It will be only necessary to advert to 
the provisions of these Acts, in order to judge how far tins 
colony has advanced in the career of amelioration. 

In some of his Majesty's colonies, free Blacks and Per- 
sons of Colour have been long admitted to give testimony in 
courts of justice against Whites ; but in the colony of the Ba- 
hamas it was not until the year 1824 that a person of any 
description, not White, was admitted to this privilege. Free 
Blacks and People of Colour are now allowed to give evidence 
in courts of justice, in sil civil or criminal cases affeotiag 
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Wbite persons. But it is under the guard of the most jealous 
restrictions that even this privilege is conceded to them : 
none are permitted to enjoy it fully, who have not been 
horn free, and who have not been bom Creoles^-tliat is to 
say, who are not natives of the West Indies — and who have 
not resided at least five years in the Bahamas. Thus a 
Mulatto bom in England, for example, whatever may be his 
acquirements, his station in life, or the respectability of his 
character, is excluded from giving evidence, in all cases 
affecting the White persons who form the petty oligarchy of the 
Bahamas. — But the next clause contains a further extension 
of this liberal system. All Creoh Negroes or Mulattoes, 
whoy though not bom free, yet have been manumitted since 
their birth, and have actually enjoyed freedom for five years, 
and who profess the Christian B*eligion, shall be admitted to 
all the rights and privileges in' this respect of Persons of Colour 
bom free in the Bahamas ; except that they shall not be 
allowed to give evidence of any treason, felony, or other 
offence committed previous to their emancipation. But from 
these rights and privileges all *' Negroes, Mulattoes, and 
other Persons of Colour, being natives of Africa, or of any of 
the islands contiguous thereto," are tb be absolutely ex- 
cludea; while all who are not Creoles — that is, natives of the 
West Indies — are virtually excluded from them. We pre- 
sume that this extraordinary Act has not received hia Ma- 
jesty's sanction. (A. p. 20.) 

The new Consolidated Slave Law contains seventy^eight 
clauses. (A. p. 21-37.) We shall briefly advert to such of 
them as require obi^ervation. 

§ 2. The allowance of provisions given to slaves is to be 
equal to twenty-one pints of wheat flour per week*. 

§ 3. All manumissions of slaves incapable of labour are 
made void, and the master is bound, under a penalty of ten 
pounds for every failure, to provide for such slave fi 

* Tkis h more than double the allowance in the Leeward Islands, where 
the labour is far more severe than in the Bahamas. 

t Lord Bathnrst justly objects to this claase, which« he argues^ may 
become the source of great abuses. ** If the slaTe/' bis Lordship remarks, 
** possesses, or can find, the means of purchasing his own freedom, there is 
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§ 6. Slaves being husband and wife, or reputed husband or 
wife, and their child or reputed child being under fDurteen 
years of age, when belonging to the same owner, are not to be 
sold separately ; and the same rule is to be observed in the 
case of testamentary bequests *. 

§ 9. '' All masters or owners, or, in their absence, their 
overseers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour to in- 
struct their slaves in the Christian religion ; and shall do 
their endeavour to fit them for baptism ; and, as soon as con- 
veniently may be, shall cause to be baptized all such slaves as 
they can make sensible of a Deity and of the Christian faithf •" 

§§ 10 — 13. These clauses are intended for the encourage- 
ment .and due celebration of marriage between slaves, and be- 
tween slaves and free People of Colour. Siich marriages can- 
not be celebrated without the consent of the owner in writing ; 
which consent there is no provision for compelling the owner 
to grant, or to assign an adequate reason for not granting. 

DO danger of hU becoming a burden to nociety." Besides, *' it may at any 
time become a question, whether the mannmission of a slave is not void in 
consequence of his owner having been induced to grant it by his incapa- 
city to labour ; and a class of persons may therefore arise, respecting 
whom^ and respecting whose descendants, it may always remain'a question 
whether they are free men or slaves." His Lordship refers them to the 
Trinidad Order. in Council, which sufficiently guards against all the pro- 
bable evil arising from improper manumissions, by requiring of the owner, 
in the case of his voltm^ar^^ manumission, either of infant children, or of in-- 
firm and aged slaves, a bond to be entered into, for the maintenance of the 
infant till the age of fourteen, and of the aged and infirm during life. 
(A. p^SQand 1$6.) 

• The provisions of the Spanish and Portuguese laws require, not only 
that husbands, wives, and children of a certain age, belonging to the same 
owner, should not be separated by sale or bequest, but that, when they 
belong to different but neighbouring owners, an arrangement should always 
be made to prevent their being separated, by obliging the owner, either of 
the wife or the husband, to become the purchaser of the other, on reason- 
able terms. 

t We have here a specimen of the ordinary provisions of West Indian 
Legislatures for the religious instruction of the slaves, whenever they have 
condescended, out of deference to public feeling in this country, to notice 
the subject at all ; viz. an enactment without penalty or sanction of any kind, 
withont any specification of time or place, without any provision of means 
of instrnction, or of instructors— an enactment, in short, intended for effect 
in England, bnt which most be a dead letter in the West Indies. 
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Marriages so celebrated are declared to' be gobd^ yalid^ aod 
bindiDg, to all intents and purposes in the law whatsoever, 
^* saving always the just right of ownerdbip, which in no ease 
whatever shall be in aHy wis^ hurt, prejudiced, straitened, 
or otherwise affected thereby," and *' prpvided that the ma- 
rital power and authority to be thus acquired by the husband 
over the wife, shall in no such case impugn, diminish, or in- 
terfere with, the rights or authority of the own^r, in any 
manner whatsoever *. " 

§§ 14, 15. The wilful mutilation of a slave is made liable to 
be punished by a fine, not exceeding 100/. (currency), and im- 
prisonment, not exceeding twelve months ; and the cotirt may 
free the slave so mutilated from slavery. — No court of justice 
shall sentence a slave to be mutilated or maimed. 

§ 16. A person killing a slave '^ wilfully, and with malice 
afore-thoug^t,'' shall suffer death without benefit of^lergy, 

§ 17. A person wantonly or cruelly treating a slave, is 
liable to be punished by fine or imprisonment, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. 

§ 19. ** In order to restrain arbitrary punishment," *^ no 
slave shall receive more than twenty lashes at any one time, ' 
or for any one offence, unless the owner or employer of such 
slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, 
be present ;" and these persons are restricted from infliotiug 
more than thirty-nine lashes at one time, and for one offence : 
'* nor shall any female slave above the age of twelve be pu- 
nished otherwise than in private" — all under a penalty of 10/* 
(currency) for every offence f. 

* What may be the exact import of this proviso we are unable even to 
guess. Whether it leaves to the husband any connubial rights whatever; 
and whether it conveys any means of redress against the master, or any 
other free person, violating those rights ; are points which remain involved 
in a happy obscurity. 

f Lord Bathurst (A. p. 30) very justly objects to arming the supervisor 
of a workhouse, or the keeper of a gaol, with the power of inflicting <' on a 
slave a punishment as severe as could be inflicted by his owner,'' because 
** such power cannot be placed in the hands of such oflScers without a 
danger of its being itfuch abused." But might not this just remark have 
attended much farther ? Is there, then, no similar danger of abuse from arm- 
ing an owner or an employer with such a power? or from arming all other 
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I ID. This clause recognises the right of owners to send 
their slaves to gaol, and authorizes the marshal or gaoler to 
keep them there, without any limitation as to time* 

§ 20. The practice of ixing iron collars, with projecting 
bars or hooks, round the necks of slaves, or loading their bodies 
or limbs with chains, irons^ or weights of any kind, btyond 
what 18 necessary for securing their persons (a somewhat 
indefinite measure), is forbiddeui, under a penalty of SOL 
(currency.) 

§§ 28—39. All slaves who have been in the island two 
years, and who shall run away, and be absent for more than 
ten days and not exceeding six months, may suffer any pu- 
nishment that two justices may inflict, not extending to life 
or limb. If absent more than six mionths, they may be 
transported for life, or suffer any other punishment the two 
Justices may inflict, not extending to life or limb. Slaves 
harbouring run- away slaves, may be punished in like manner; 
and free persons doing so, on conviction in the general courts 
may h6 punished by fine and imprisonment. All persons 
taking up run-aways, shall have certain rewards. Slaves shall 
receive for each rebellions slave they kilT, 5/.; and 'for each 
they take alive, 10/. and a blue coat with a red cross *. 



penoDS with a pawer of inflicting twenty laslies— of the cart-whip to wit— at 
their discretion ? In Jamaica, forty years ago, an owner or overseer waa 
allowed to inflict only thirty-nine lashes, and all other persons only ten; 
but the ameliorating law of the Bahamas has now only arrived at the limit 
of thirty-nine for the owner, and twenty for all other persons. In the 
Trinidad Order in Council* no punishment exceeding three lashes is 
allowed, without certain important formalities ; and, with all these fonnali- 
fies, the utmost extent to which a master can go is twenty-five. In the 
Bahamas, however^ for any oflTence, or for no offence, without record and 
without witnesses, at the caprice of a driver, twenty lashes, and at the 
caprice of an owner or employer, thirty-nine lashes, of the cart-whip — every 
stroke of which may leave a deep incision — maybe inflicted on any slave, 
male or female, only whipping the latter in private ! ! 

* The extent and the jealous minuteness of the provisions respecting 
nin*aways, form a curious contrast with the brevity, and the absence of all 
penalty and sanction, which mark the single clause about religion. And th^ n 
let the frightful severity of these enactments be considered. Tioo Jtutices 
may inflict any punishment short of life and limb^ even, the unsparing tor- 
ture of 500 or 1000 lashes, if the wretched sufferer can live through it ; for 

there is no other limit. 

C 



; § 40; After a jru0*alisa;ilave teomwtted ta gaol ahaU bllive 
b0ea ad^ertiied for. tv^eWe ealtadat months^ if.no peraotli 
shall claim kirn, be jeay be sold by public outcry { and thei 
sprfiluR^ after payuig the priBon fees sgnA charges^ '' s]ia}l be 
paid id td the public treasury^ to be applied towards defraytog: 
the expeilsiefi of the goveriiiaeDt ^^^' 

. §42. Slaves escapiDg from gaol before triaU aod.beiAg 
Uk^t (m proof of identity before two josticesy nay receive 
fifty lashes. 

. § 47# Any slave baviiig ooncealed in his <^ bet bouse, or 
pos^esflioa^ any fire-arms> gunpowder^ slugs» or balU and Qon^- 
vi«ted befoYe two justices, shall be punished by whipping, at 
their discretion-i^no limit to its extent.) 

§ 48. Any slave off§ring violence, by striding or otbkrviisti^ 
to any White person, shall be punished, at the discretion of 
U0OJu$tic$B, iintb any punUfinient short of lift or litniK 
,, §§49, 5i» Slaves mixing poison, with inteni to give, oar 
s^etually giving it> though no death ensue ; and steaUng or. 
Hilling oattle, sheep, horse, mule, or ass ; may be punished 
with death. . 

. § 50« To a slave ** fraudulently " possessed (^ from five to; 
twenty*eight pounds df beef» mutton, veai, or the flesh of 
horse^ mare, mule, or ass, two justices may give thirty-nine 
lashes — if more than twenty-eight pounds, they may inflict 
aok^ pumshment not extending to life or littib% 
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^ After all that bas been said and written on the subject, It has been, 
re-enacted as a law, in the reformed slave code of. the Bahamas, that a. 
Megro or Mulatto, who shall have been committed to gaol as a run^away, 
after having been confined and worked there for twelve mouths, shall, 
lyithoutauy proof of his being a slave, and. against the fair presumption 
of his being a freeman, have this additional' cruel and irreparable wron^. 
inflicted upon him, of being sold into perpetual bondage. Lord Bathurst 
nlakes an objection to this part of the law respecting run-aways. The 
following are the terms he uses, (A. p. 39) : *^ It is necessary/^ he says, 
** that some provision should be made for ascertaining whether the person 
is really a slave. The non-claim for twelve months raises at least a pre- 
sumption that he is not a slave; aud if he asserts himself to be free, it is 
in Justice qeces^ary that Tie should be secured from being sold into slavery, 
without sufficient proof that he is a slave.'' But is it not also necessary, in 
justice, that a person thus situated should be assumed to be free, and 
dealt with as free, until the contrary is proved? 
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^9Sl^ytS4. A slave aidtog a stave to depart from the Ba- 
liaiaa islwda^ shall suffer traii6porta1iofi» or any other pmiisb- 
m^utf uM exteoding to life and limb. A free Negro, or 
PeorsoQ of Colour^ doing so, shall be subject to transporta^ 
tioa ; and, if afterwards found at large, to death, irithout 
faen^fiit of ektrgy, A White doing so, siiall forfeit lOOf., and 
be imprisoned, for not more than twelve months ^. 

§§ 57, d8» Slaves vending spirituous liquors, or playing at 
4ioe ar cards, or guilty of any other kind of gaming, ahalt 
be puUicly whipped, by the order of any two justices. 

§§ 59—^. Slaves accused of crimes subject to death with* 
out benefit of clergy, are to be tried by the general court, in 
the same way as Whites or free persons. Those accused of 
clergiable felonies, are to be tried by a court composed of 
jtlirQ. justices and five jurors, and <tr« nol lofts aUomdany 
right of peremptory challenge 0/ a JMror, or any tlyhi ^ 
txoeption to tie form of indu^ment. 
. 4 ^ Slaves giving false evidence, shidi suffer the same 
.pwishment which the person, " on whose trial the Mie 
evidence was given, would, if convicted, have been liid^ls 
to suffer," '^ AND such other punishment as the justices shall 
'award, not extending to Hfe and lUnh f .^ 

§^. Slaves receiving sentence of death or transportation, 
shciH he appraiiied and valued.' '* But, if it shall appear that 



* Lord Bathnrst is strack with the gross iDequalUy of these pnoUhmen^, 
(A. p.S9.) ^ Since the superiority of rank and education;'* he obserTesj 
'* whieJi hetoB9»t» the Wiike inhabitan t, ts -an aggra r aU o n of the offence 
«oiQinUl#d by Idra, there is. an • iojhaftice in asiigniog to the aggrairated 
pffence the wi9Qr iismehlBent.'' .This admirable, principle i)f law would 
go to abrogate* and enght to abrogate, more than one half of the wheita 
Crane of colonial legitflaition, which proceeds uiivertally on the very 
oppesite priaciple to that so weU laid down by hit Lordship, agkravattng 
both crimes and paoiahments in proportion to the itiferioffity in rank and 
education of the eriminal. 

. i His Lordship aJ«o ebjeeta to this nlansc, which, .howefer, forms a part 
of almost every Weat.lndian code. " By thb elanae,*' he remarks^ 
<f the operation of the law agaijiBt the crime of perjury committed by a 
alave, whose ignorance is an extennation of hb gu&lt, is mnch mere aever o 
than agaioat ethers, fnr whose gnilt no such extenuation 6an be presomed.^ 
Happy voald it bh for the slajres, if this principle had its just applioo#oa 
universally ! . . v- 
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th0 owner of ^ny such slave had treated him or her with ioha- 
manity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven 
such slave to the commission of the offence of which he or 
she shall )iave been convicted ; then no valuation shall be 
made» nor certificate granted, and the owner shall not be 
entitled to receive any allowance whatever for such slave from 
the public * " 

• § 73. All free Negroes, or Persons of Colour, who have 
been alaves, shall, for all offences under the degree of felony, 
be tried as slaves are directed to be tried, and the evidence 
of slaves shall be admitted agmhst them f • 

§ 74. Inferior offences on the part of slaves may be sum^ 
marily punished, by two justices, to the extent of fifty lashes. 

Such is the attempt made by the Bahama Legislature, in 
t^e year 1824, tq improve the condition of their slaves. Who 
could have believed it possible, prior to the fact, that, after 
the Resolutions passed in Parliament, after the Instructions is- 
suing from his Majesty's Secretary of State, after all 4^t 
Has been said and written on the subject of slavery, men, 
calling themselves Englishmen, could have been found so 
lost to all sense of propriety as to frame such an Act (an Act 
worthy of the most barbarous age), and to present it for the 
deliberate approbation of his Majesty ? It is due to Lord Ba^ 
thurst to observe, that his estimate of this legislative act is 
not to be measured by the terms he applies to particular 
clauses of it. In the letter which contsuns his specific ob* 

• I 

* It is difficali to conceive how sucb an enactment as this should have 
found its way into any code of law. Is it possible for any man to read, 
without amazement and horror, that, though the convicted slave should be 
proved to have been driven to the commission of his crime by necessity or 
hard usage on the part of liis master — a master possessiug absolute and nn- 
controuled power*-yet that the law does not order his sentence of condem- 
nation to be reversed, but leaves him to be executed, or transported, as 
the case may be ; while the only punishment inflicted on the real criminal 
is, that he does not receive the value of the murdered slave ? 

t Lord Bathurst objects to this clause, which marks so very strongly 
the disposition of the White legislators of the Bahamas to degrade the 
free People of (Colour. '< Any enactment," be says, *^ cannot but be 
objectionable, which deprives any free class of men of the benefits of trial 
by jury." (A. p. 40.) 
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jectioDSy he adds the following general caveat against being 
supposed to approve what he does not specifieally condemn. 
** With respect to the other provisions of this Act, and to the 
important omissions in it, I havte only to refer yon to my cir- 
enlar dispatches of last year, and to die Order in Conncil for 
the improvement of the condition of the slaves in Trinidad ^, 
by a comparison with which you will be fully enabled to judge 
how far this Act may consist with^ and in what respects it will 
fcdl to carry into effect, the wishes of his Msgesty's Govern- 
ment.'' 

In the first section of the Act now reviewed, a number 
of former Acts, respecting slaves and free Persons of Colour^ 
are suspended. From the operation' of this suspending enacts 
ment, however, one clause of one of these Acts, passed in 
1784, is excepted. This clause is not recited in the Act which 
thus distinguishes it from all the others, by coAtinuing it while 
ihey are suspended ; but Lord Bathurst has happily discbvered 
its purport. It is a clause which' condemns any Negro, Mulatto, 
or Indian, who assaults a White person with a dangerous 
weapon, (except a slave in defence of his owner's person or 
property)^ to suffer death ; and if the assault is committed by 
direction of the owner, it then renders the owner answerable 
bylaw, as he ought; — and it also condemns any Negro, &c. 
who is otherwise abusive to any White person, to be punbhed 
by a fine of not more than loL, or by corporal punishment. 
Such is the law specially selected from the mass by the White 
legislators of the Bahamas, to be maintained in all its savage 
rigour, for the purpose of upholding the despotism of colour. 
The following is Lord Bathurst's comment on this curious ex- 
ception, this smuggled act of legislation : '^ The injustice 
of these enactments is so manifest, that, when the attention of 
the legislature is called to them, I assure myself they will 
not be desirous to continue them in force.'' 

His Lordship, however, judged far' too favourably of the 
disposition of that legislature. H)n receiving his observations, 
they transmitted a long messiage to the Governor, General 



* See tbe Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society for these important 
docoments $ Appendix, p. 71—104. ' ^ 
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iSfaUt^ ^xmplaiimig grierooiBly of the wkh espressed hj Lorg 
.Bfitbiurst for their adoptioD of the principles of the IVinidad 
Order in Coimdil, the proTisioiia of which tliey veheraeDtiy 
JfApiign, an' nixjiuit and injurioas ; said, with a gravity whiok 
woaM be quite liidieixMiB, if die happineas of thousands were 
poi implicated in the result, they proceed to aigue that it 
is infinitely better for all parties that the Negro diould be left 
to the Yoluntary and unforced kindness of his master, than to 
be protected by law. For, protect him, they say, fay law-*Hin 
the enjoyment of his property, for example — and from that 
mdment, that property, *' instead of a bond of union between 
}Am and his master, would become * a barrier of inextingnish^ 
akio hate/ " In short, *' a istrong sense of flie great impolicy 
find absolute danger of making any further innovations at 
l^esent in the slare system of the colony, and a decided con- 
viction of the correcineea of the principles on which they are 
now acting^ compel them to refuse to alter their legislatton, 
(A* p« 48.) This is at least a bold and frank defiance, on flie 
part of the patty Parliament of the Bahamas, of the King, 
Lords, and Commons of England. 

It would be wrong to close the abstract of these pro^ 
ceedings without adverting to the various communications of 
.tibe Governor. In transmitting the Act which we have so 
fully abstracted, he observes to Lord Batburst, that '^it im^- 
proves tbe condition of slaves very considerably.'^ (A. p. 19.) 
What, then, must tiiat condition have been previously ? He 
laddst *^ Haviojg stated what has been done by the legislature 
in favour of the free coloured and slave population,'' (we have 
seen what that is), ** I conclude with observing, that I am not 
of opinion there exists, among the generality of the inhabi*- 
tants of the community, any disposition to oppose the irame-' 
diate wishes of Government, on tbe subject in question, /rofi 
any spiteful principle^ but, on the contrary, they will h^e* 
after be found to go farther than they have done when the 
matter becomes less novel to them." (ibid.) Again: he assures 
Lord Bathurst that be does not believe there exists among 
them '' any innate disposition to oppose the wishes of Go- 
vernment,'' but that their reluctance proceeds from fear ; suid 
he has thought it best not to confute their objection^, though 



t|iat would bavb beep efUjf a^mom/fae thinks^ Willb^ g^t&eied 
hg ** allowing time fot cool ifAeciiim, tbaiu by ftppeairing over' 
anxious here, before it was known what may hav« been done 
hj the other colonies*" (p. 41*) iik speech to them at &e 
olcfse of the session is in the si^iie styte: '' Althongh nothing 
has beea done this session, I neverfiieless entertain the ex- 
pectation^ that, when the metsnres come to be less noipet, ytta 
will be found duly to appreciate die position which his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers have assumed/' &c...^'' I cannot acqiiiesce 
ill your argttmetats or oonoliisions; but t shall refrain from 
entering upon any argutnentatite discussion, as I conceive 
iiothiug is inote likely to create atiti keep alive irritation in 
on^ plass of persom, and excitement in another, than the 
giving unnecessary publicity to the various speculative opi- 
Qiofis which are likely to be lormed oti d subject of such ex- 
tent." (A. p. 49.> 

General Grant does ^x>t believe th£it tbere is the smallestf 
roooi for appmheiiding any insubordinate feeling or disposition 
among the slaves. (A, p. 97.) 

' m ■ ■ ' 

t . 

in. BARBADOES. 

. The Second Report of the Anti*slavery Society, lately pub- 
]\shed, adverts at som^ ietigtb to the legislative reforms at- 
tempted at Barbaddes, and points out some of the topics which 
had so divided the opinions of the Council and Assembly as to' 
prevent the adoption of a new consolidated and ameliorated 
31ave Act^ which had occupied two years of anxious <lelibera-« 
tioil on iht part of the legislators of this oldest slave colony 
of the British Crown. Thi« measure has at length passed into 
a law ; so that we have now a fair opporttmity of ascertaining' 
whbt, i« their judgment, are the best means of so reforming 
tbdr slave, code as to meet the wishes of the mother country, 
B(bd to. satisfy the demands -of humanity and justice. We pro- 
ceed to toatlyee this |iaw. ^ 

.§ L The preamble sets out with declaring thai '* many 
circumstances, arising out of the present state of the slave 
population^ render it necessary that the laws eoacted by the 
prudenae ^ndtoiffdoifi of nur forefathers, for their government. 
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*' should be rovbed ;" and they ^erefore repeal no fewer than 
sixteen statutes on the subject^ jframed at different times front 
1688 to 1818. 

§§ 2--4. Slaves accused of capita! crimes are to be tried by 
three justices, and twelve freeholders of the parish where the 
crime was committed. If the jury are unanimous in convict- 
ing, and the sentence be death, the execution shall take 
place not less than forty-eight hours after passing the sen* 
tence ; and if the owner or overseer of the slave be the pro* 
secutor, then a solicitor is to be engaged for the accused, 
and a clerk is to be appointed to take minutes of the trial, 
which are to be filed in the Crown-Office of the island. If, 
when a slave is condemned to death, or transportation, the 
owner, &c., shall desire to appeal (the slave himself has no 
right of appeal), the execution shall be stayed for ten days,that 
such owner may have time to apply to the Governor for a 
writ of error ; and the judgment of the Court of Error, which 
shall have power either to affirm or reverse the sentence, 
shall be final ; such court having power also to award costs 
against persons who may be deemed obstinate and vexatious 
for moving a writ of error without good canse* 

§§ 5 — 8 contain minute regulations of police, about taking 
up slaves going abroad without leave, or found with any offen- 
sive weapon ; and about permitting them to beat drums, or 
blow horns or shells, or use any instruments of dancing; or to 
dance, except in the mill-yard, and before nine at night ; or 
to have their funerals after seven at night ; or to have music 
or singing at such funerals. The Governor is empowered 
to forbid, by proclamation, all dances of slaves ; and to employ 
the militia in searching the Negro-houses for run-aways^ or for 
mischievous weapons. 

§ 9. Every owner, who does not furnish every year his 
slaves with ** decent clothing, according to the custom of the 
island," shall, on proof thereof, pay twenty shillings for each 
slave who shall not have been decently clothed within 
the year ; half to be paid to the informer, and half to the 
treasury of the island*; 

*' This is « most whimsical enactment ; for it leaves the slave still ao- 
clothed for the year, after the fine shall have been paid. And then, what is 
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^ ip^ft. Theso olauiies regulate the s^ccjIh^Dsioa and 
W{>rifiOiweat of jrun-away ^aj^es till clawed I^y Ibeir omwn* 
If not claimed in three moi^ths, the provost^narsbal h iam- 
powei^ .to 9ell itlifem^ the process, jafter paying their ex- 
po^es^ to be paid iorto the treaavry. Until soid, ik^ rtcn- 
am9^ ar^ t0 h$ k^t a^ WQrk in the .dam gang* F/orsws 
clai«iJ!f^ to be free are fto he ad^vortised as such far thcae 
months ; and if at ihe end of tbat.iiitie ti^eir freedom is not 
:proyed« the Governor s^d iCouBcil are empowered to hear 
dnd to determine the flatter, .and either to sdl them as ^laTes 
lOr send them off the ialaad. For persons committed as ran- 
asraysy but claiming to be free, the proYa&t->macshal may 
:ta)behairin lOQ/.-r^Uhe ,keepers of the cage, or of ^prisoBs, 
miseoiiducting them&^ves, .or ^eing guilty of any crimen 
LiuisdemeaQor* or oJOfeaoe, ia their oflSce, shall "he punished 
with imprisonmeat, not ^e&eeediug one month, and ^ne, aot 
cexoe^ding ifive pounds ^. . . 

§38.. Slfives confined in the cage, or in gaol, shall h^ 
•employed in gangs, op the streets and highways, or poblic 
iWQiiksin and around i^rid^atg^wn, secured by feiiersf, .und^r 
ihe.superintendanae of a ;proper person, .who shall ibe answer- 
,ahle for their aafety. 



tl^efine/or such an offence? It is equal to thirteen 8hiII|Dg,i^ s^nd^fopii'^peiiGe 
sterling ! ' Now, if this fine is intended to opeVate as a piinishment, we may 
assume it to be at least double the value of that ** decent clothing, accord- 
ing to the CDstom of,the island,", whi^h.ap qwp^r U expected to give. If we 
are wrong in this assumption, aoid.^he". deceit clothing'' of a Negro w^nld 
cost more th^n thirteen shillings and fAur-pence sterling in tjie ye^r, >theji 
the owner wilt gain, even if he pay the fine; — of course he will gain still 
more 'by merely rimning the risk of being made to pay it, by means of a 
cpavi^tipn cfD^Si^qti^nt^an the, complaint of h^ slaves, 

* l^hisjaw, b;»d ^s it is,jsau,,ifppro.veP9ent of the old ,I^w. It eofpqi!^ei;s 
.the Governor and Council to examine his clai^n, before a man claimifig.^o 
be free shall be sold as a slave. But even if hfe should not be proved to be 
a slave, he must stiilbe .banishsd; and inthe.me^n time he mast work in 
the ^l^s^in.giaQg.— It.seei^s to.;«vi;ice amq^t ea^traordijiary. confidence ib the 
keepers of cages and prisons, or a great tenderness for their crhnes, to 
limU their punishment to 5/, tine and one month's imprisXnSiheiit, for any 
malversation Initbelr o^ce, ^ven for starving or mutilating ope, of their 
pnsoA^rs, or vrb|(>ping one of .the chain-gang to de^th. 

t No exception is^made of persons claiiplng to be free. 

D 
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§ 19. Inquests of coroners on the bodies of slaves, are to 
be transmitted, ¥rith all the evidence, to the Governor, and 
to be recorded in the Crown Office. 

§ 20. Any justice of the peace may call out a guard df 
twenty men, armed, to apprehend run-away slaves ; and if 
any such slaves are killed, in consequence of their resisting* 
the authority of this guard, the guard shall not be punished 
for the same, either criminally or otherwise. 

§ 21* Any owner, &c. permitting a slave to go at large for 
the purpose of supporting himself, or paying hire for himself, 
or following any trade or business, for his own advantage or 
that of his owner or any other person, shall forfeit 5/. ; the 
onus probandi resting on the party complained of. This most 
cruel and oppressive enactment is not to extend to a slave 
regularly settled in any house, and carrying on trade for the 
benefit of hb owner, if licensed half-yearly .^ 

§ 23. Any person may apprehend any slave having in his 
possession ** any sugar-canes, sugar, rum, cotton, ginger, 
aloes, plate, wrought or cast iron, lead, copper, pewter, 
brass, tin, or ot/ier article or thing^ of what nature or hind 
soever^ without a note descriptive of the same ; who, on 
conviction before any justice of the peace, shall be whipped, 
at his discretion, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes. And if 
any slave shall plant cotton, ginger^ or aloes *, It can only be 
reaped under the inspection of some White person, and sold 
or disposed of by the same. 

§§ 25, 26. Any White, free person, or slave, buying of a 
slave stolen goods, knowing them to be stolen, shall be pu- 
nished as the actual stealer would be. And if stolen goods 
are found in the possession of any White or free person, or 
slave, although it cannot be proved that it wets with the 
knowledge of their being stolen, yet such person, if a White 
or free person, shall be proceeded against as receivers of 
stolen goods are proceeded against in England, and shall 
be taken and deedied and punished as accessary to the felony 



*. Cotton, ginger, and aloes are the only articles, it would appear, except 
provbions, which slaves are allowed to plant. This is the way in which 
Negro indastry is encouraged in Barbadoes. See also § 21. 
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after the fact; and if a slave, shall, on conviction before any 
justice of the peace, be whipped^ not exceeding thtrty-uipe 
lashes*. • . . 

§ 87. *' Any slaves guilty of qaarrelling or fighting with one 
another ;x}r of insolent language or gestures to or op any White 
person ; or of swearing , or uttering anyjohscene speeches ; ot 
of drunkenness ; or making, selling, throwing, or firing squibs, 
serpents, or other fire* works ; or of cock-fighting or gaining ; or 
of riding on a faster gait 4han a watk, or of driving upon a 
/osier gait than a gentle trot, on any road, street, or lane of 
the island ; or of cruelly whipping, beating, or ill*u9iQg any 
horse, mule, ass, or other cattle ; or of negligently driving 
any waggon, cart, carriage, &c. ; or of ANY disorderly coit- 
dud .or mishehaviour ; shall, on c<)nviction before any justice 
of the peace, be whipped, al his discretion, not exceeding, 
thirty-nine stripes ; but the punishtnent of pregnant women 
shall be commuted to imprisonment f ." 
. §§28, 29, 30. Any person screening a slave, guilty of 
any of the above -offences, from punishment, shall forfeit not 
less than 5/. nor more than 25/. A like punishment, with 
the addition ofa month's imprisonment in the common gaol, is 
assigned to all .who permit -gaming to be carried on by slaves 
on iheir plantations ; the penalty being doubled on each suc^ 
ceeding;offence. Constables, under a penalty of 5/. and im- 
prisonment for fourteen days, are not to permit slaves to 



* The gross iojustice of these enactmeots is so olitvions sb to uc^d no 
comment. 

f There is something irresistibly bnt most appalUligly ludicrous In fliis 
specimen of colonial legislation. What shoukl we say to an Act ^whicfa 
slionld condemn ail men, women, and children (pregnant women scarcely 
excepted), at the discretion of anyi of bis Majesty's justices of the peace, 
to thirty-nine lashes of the cart-whip, or the cat-o^nine tails, on the bare 
breech, if they qnarrellied, or used any insolent language or gesture, or 
sW9.re, Qr spoke obscenely, or were drunk, or fonght cocks, or ganged, or 
^ode fai&ter than a walk, or drove faster than a gentle trot, or were guilty 
of 4ijiy disorderly conduct or misbehaviour ? How admirably would tUe 
effectvof Mr. Martin's Act be aided, if the Barbadoes law were transferred 
to England, and thirty-nine lashes could be inflicted on every one who 
sl^Id.wl\ip,,beat, or ill-use any horse, mare, geldi'pg« mule, assy.or.qther 
cattle ! Tbe tender feeling of the Barbadians ibr the brute creation^goes 
ftir beyond even his. 
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gpame^ or to assemUe at haxters' ahopSi or dram sbo^s^ oar 
an^ imkitf&it meetHipK *. 

§§ 32—40. Slaves wilfully striking or assaalting any Whiter 

pfnott» shall nuffer, fot the first offenee* not more than aix. 

BMitbs' i»priaoiimefit asd thtrty'^mne lashes; for the seeond^ 

teaBap^iiaiiaii fof Bfe^ •r imprisonment and bard labour, at die 

dkoretioo of the court* Siav^ who ^* shall strike. Or affisr 

or dmr>i lo strike^ Or tiie any violedoe towards their master 

or mistress, abaH, for the first offence, suffer death witbaut 

benefit of clergy, transportation, or sueh other panisbmentas 

Hf^ coast mAy think fit to ipfiict ; tod for the second, death 

miihout h^nejfii tf cU^gy. Slaves guilty of treaMm or ret 

beUiott, m preparing arms or offensire weapona ; or faoid^ ^ 

iog any counail for the purposes oCrebellfton'; or ^cMnmitting' 

anj^ murder, rape^ fiN*gei^, fisdoiiy, or robbery; or wilfttllj 

setlmg fire tio any hoime, «ltt-bouse, eatnes, eaneMtraab, oane*-^ 

tops, cane-stalks, pea-treed, cottoo, wood, or pile» of lumber f 

or breaking inlto any house, by night or daj?, and dtealitig 

tiu«ici& above the value of forty shillings ; or compascAiig and 

iifciagiaia^ the death of any 'person or persona wliomsoevaar^ 

and declaring the sano by some overt aot ; or steaBug any 

live atcrdc^ of fioatber^d stock, abore forty sfaillings' value; 

sbaU,a Cor evety stiofa offieode, suffinr death widiout benefit ef 

clergy* Sliived conimittkig any drime not here speeified^ 

whiebi Jf Committed by a White or fvee persdn, would be 

deem e d felony by the law* of Great Britain ; or wantonly and 

irilftiNy k9ting, by pofson of in any other manner, any cattle, 

horse, mare, mule, ass, sheep, or hog; or who shall pretend 

to supera^tural powers,, or shall use obeah for malicious piir- 

poaes I CPT shall prepare poison, or oonse it to be taken ; sbali 

suffer death without benefit of clergy, or such other puaish- 

* These elkvBes, ilnd ihni hnrntclfBttely pree«dttr£, evki«e« mo«t^xtr«DN 
ditiftry ftolieitiide fox the aiorafti of the slavei on the part of (he BftrtiadlMi 
tegislator§; and fhe surprize we cannot htrt feel at wftn^anDg fheir intense 
' and vehemeiil indtgnatien agahisf every tbfwg tt hicb berden od iadeeofun 
til the itotntored slave, will not be lesseoed/if ire sboirM btve <}erived oar 
estimate of their ewn moraf condnd fronr the aecoiMt givea of it hy 
their Agem an^ Advocttte, Mr. .Fdrdan, in his pailiplriet agahist the lle« 
gistry Bill in 1816. 



ment as tbe oovtt shall ^ivik .(m^p^. Sla?^» iStadliBg^ or 
attemptiBg ta stosi, iitder the i^aioe nifixtj ahiUuigSy any Dane*' 
trashy cau^tops, oan&^slidfcsy pra-treei» cotton* v^od, ftmty. 
gooi^s or chatteltr or aiij ground prormioiit* shaft dnffec aoo^ 
ppral punifiliment» imprisonmaat, andbard labom; atthedia^ 
cr^on\of anp aatjusiioe ; bat if the slore was wged.iD Umi 
Girinie by bis owner not gifidg Hat Snffieiant feed, tbei pa-» 
^ishoient sbaU be proportboably lessened^ aod the nastetbv 
subject to a fine of SOL ^ or, if he caonoi afford to feedbisi 
slav^ tbe slave shall be taken pessessioai of by the treaMHrer, 
an4 let to hire for the benefit of the ownex:* Slaves soa^' 
tenced U> death or traosportatien^ shall beTntued^ and tbei 
¥dlae» not eouaeedmg 1001., paid to theowaer** 

§4i« The praotiGe 4f divioation^ or fiirta«ie-tettDg» shalt 
be ptinished la a sbTeby.wbippi«B/iBipriscaiiaeBt,.aiid wovh** 
iji$g in tbe obain gaag# at Iho^aofeliODef iiyy ena^stioe? in 
£l White, ot free person, by a fide of IQLf 

§§4l2--49. Any person wilfidly or uMdicioariy ksHkijp or 
nrorderifig*. or caasing to bo killed or saaiddred, any siave* 
sball.be adjudged gnilty of felony,, and ahaU snfbr deatk 
withoot benefit e£ elesgy . 9ot ^ if any porsoa ahaH iii^itn^ 
^ately kill by aeetdeat the sIayo of anotbev* be shall oidy be 
liable f0 an aotion at law for the value e£ tbe slave :*' or i£ 
any slave shall be killed whdo camwitting, or aMempting 4o 
eowiniity any robbeery^ theft, bnrglary, or arsda,. or ift tho 
attempt to maim or infure any White persooi .the peraoei 
hilling any stich slave sfaaU not be pnniabedt for the sanoy 
either crimioaUy or ortberwi8e:j:«i 

§ 44p^ . ** Whereas it is highly toxpediont to reatraiii owoors 
9»id others^ having the ge«v«nKneDt and dkesiiQn ^sbfves^ 

-■ ■■ ' - ' 1 - . m i n i III 

* Hie oMinate mvinteiianee t>f Orese Draconitin hiws 1>y Ute Asseinbty, In 
despite of th» rem<M«tnaiees «f «h« CcuncU, suSicUnely isSleatctt the p** 
p^alar feelinii of Barbadoes. Tbe lust of mumplyiag caf ital ^riines ikw} 
feloDies, seems to have suffered do abatement among them. 

t How forcibly, in this and a variety of similar instances/ does Lord 
Brfhtmt^ reimirk, punted abore/ apply f (see aotet page 1'1> 

4 The Barbadsaiis haireiiai^fl a; Jtoat hicdefarr thepritilegB of «ati04 
giiiahiii|( Negro life sjnce^ Lord Saa^cth first proposed to make thennfjder 
of a slave felony, instead ofbeing liable Only to a fine of 15/. : even now, to 
extort protection id Negro life sterns like wringing from ^hem drops of 
1^1004. 



from ittiiiBdrimiDatelyy wa^toniy^ and croeliy exercising the 
poivser tbey possess over slaves ; and at tbe4>rueUyx>f punish^ 
nieiit by flogging necessarily . depends mncb more on the 
manner jofmfiitting it than upon the nomber of stripes ; it is 
ihkrrfore 9wst conducive to the ends of humanity " [not to 
KmitthenQinberofJasheSy bat]'* to trust to the discretion and 
good feelings of tlie ju^ices before wbosn complaints shall be 
made :" it is enacted, that if any pemon commits, or causes to 
be committed, any wanton act of cruelty towards any slave, 
or «ball wantonly, malicioualy, and cruelly whip, beat, or 
brnbe any slave, such person, on conviction before two jns- 
tiees, may be fined iiot more than 25/. (about 177. sterling) : 
and if the accuser jcaanot prove his complaint, yet if the marks 
of the, cruelty appear on the person of the slave, and the slave 
makes a pajidcnlar, consistent, and probable statement lof the 
cruel pimislmienty tben the accused shall be considered guilty, 
unless he shall prove^ either by his own oath or the oath of 
some credible witness, that the punishment was not inflicted 
by liim, or v^itfa . his knowledge : and if any slave make a com- 
pteiot, which shall appear to be frivolous, vexatious^ or un- 
footided, then the justices ifiay give, him thirty-nine stripes. 
Any person maiming, mutilating, or dismembering a slave, 
Inay, on > conviction at the grand sessions, be punished ^by 
fine and imprisonment [no minimum is fixed], or either, .as 
the court shall think fit; aind if the maiming, &c« shall have 
been done by the owner, 'then the slave shall be taken pos* 
session of by the Treasurer of the Island, and forthwith sold 
[not made free, but sold] to some person of good and bumane 
repute, for the best price that can be obtained for him, and 
the. proceeds patd over to the owner or his creditors. For a 
second oflfence, the whole of his property in land and slaves 
shall be vested in trustees, to be managed, for his benefit or 
that of his creditors, or to be sold, as the case may be, and 
paid to him or to his creditors; and he shallbe declared 
incapable of holding the possession, or having any controuh 
management, or direction whatsoever over slaves. 

§ 45. All punishments by wliipprng^ whether by order of 
the magistrates, or by owners, &c. shall be inflicted with the 
like instrument used in his Mayesty's navy and army, except by 
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owners who may use a milder mstriimeiit. When female slaves 
are punished by whipping, the same shall be inflicted on the 
shoulders, in a decent manner, without any unnecessary ex- 
posure of the body of such female . slaves ; but pregnant 
women are to be punished in no ^ther way but by confine- 
. ment. The penalty for acting in violation of this clause is 5/* 

§ 46. Any person fixing an iron collar round the neck of 
a slave, or fixing chains, weights, or irons of any kind on his 
body or limbs, shall be punished by fine and imprisonment. 
Owners, however, may confine refractory or run- away slaves 
in iron or wooden stocks, or by other means of security ; or may 
send them to labour in the chain-gang for six months at a time ; 
provided it is made to appear, by the oath of the owner or 
some other witness, that the improper conduct of the slave was 
not caused by want of food or clothing, or* cruel treatment. 

§ 47. Any slave who shall hear any other slave speak any 
words TENDING to mutiny or rebellion, or shall know of his 
having gunpowder or arms in his possession for purposes of 
rebellion, and shall not immediately disclose the same, shall 
suffer death without benefit of clergy, or such other punish- 
ment as the court may think fit. 

§ 48. Any slave giving information which shall lead to the 
discovery of plots, &c. and shall cause the conviction of the 
accused, shall be purchased by the Treasurer and made free, 
and receive an annuity of 101. and. bie sent where he pleases *. 

§ 49. If any White or free person shall sell or give to any 
slave gunpowder or arms, or any poison or noxious drug or 
thing, they shall be fined, on conviction by two justices, not 
more than 50/. And if the offence cannot be otherwise 
proved, then the declaration of the slave is to be evidence, 
and the party accused shall be deemed guilty, unless he clear 
himself by his own oath or that ,of some credible witness. 
And if the offender knew that the things sold or given were 
for illegal purposes, then, on conviction before the grand 
court, he shall suffer death without benefit of clergy, or 
transportation. 



* What a temptation is liere given to the fabrication of plots, and to 
perjury ! We shall hereafter meet with proofs of this. 
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§ 5Xk Every slave whoj io the case of invasioa or rebeliion, 
^faaU by any means kill or destroy one or more of the eoeiujr 
or rebels^ shall be jrewarded at the pablic expense^ or n}a4^ 
free, if his opst, diall not exceed 100/. 

§ 54. Aoy slave mnDing away or abseBting himself, or raU- 
iiebaving himserlf to bis owner, &c., and the owner not choosing* 
himself to jpmaish such slave, complaint may be made to a 
justice^ who may order the slave to be whipped at his discrc^ 
tiony not exceeding tfairty-*Dine stripes, or to be worked for 
six months in the chain-gang. 

§ 60. ** And be it further enacted, that from and after the 
pas^ii^g of tfiis Act the evidence of slaves shall, as heretofore, 
b^ taken and received, in all cases against eafih^iher" The 
evidence of slaves having a certificate of competency frpni 
the clergyman of the p^sh, shall be received io all casf^ 
which do not ooDcern their owners, or affect the life of a 
White 'person. But if aoy White or free persion shall asso- 
ciate with a i^lave in cock-fighting, gaming, getting drUnt;^ 
Sec; ^x shall live with any slave i/ts^man or wife, thea the 
evidence ^iany slave shall be received against such persp(D*. 
Slaves giving false evidence are to be punished asihe per^im 
MDfotuldhe on whose trial the false evidence was given. 

^'§>64, 65. Hanging by thd neck shall be the only mode 
of executing slaves. All slaves ^sentenced to ii^prisonnienit, 
*' shall and may be worked in chain-gangs." 

Snob is the Act of which Mr. Moe, the Speaker of the 
Assembly, had such exalted conceptions, that be ga^ve it as 
his opinion that the ** two branches of the Legislature woujd 
yfdendidly close their labours, by forwarding that great ^ork, 
completed, to the Executive; and in the night-fall of tb^ir 
existence to have given life to this Act would endear tb^ir 
remembrance to posterity." (B.jp. 29.) What an extraordi- 
nary perversion of all just reasoning and just feeling if( ijUr 
plied in such asentiment, even if we make the fullest allow- 
ance for the horrors and abominations of the various Acts wjiich 



* This is a virtual interdict of all intermarriages between slaves and 
free persons. 
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tJhiis splendid Act^ the frait of so ** many tedious hours/' has 
superseded ! Of course such an Act never can be sanctioned 
by the King. It is an outrage upon him even-to offer it to his 
approval* And let it also be kept in mind, not only what this 
Act does, but what it omits to do. It does not remove any of 
the obstructions to the manumission of slaves, not even the 
tax of 50/. ; nor does it enable slaves to purchase their freedom. 
It does not cause slaves to cease to be chattels, or prevent 
their being sold at the discretion of the owner, to the disrup- 
tion of the dearest family ties. It provides no means of in- 
struction for them, and does not abolish Sunday markets and 
Sunday labour. It does not protect them in the possession or 
transmission of their property ; nor relieve them from the 
burden of legally proving their freedom when, freed;. nor 
legalize marriage among them ; nor put an end to the driving 
system ; ot to the flogging of women ; or to arbitrary punish- 
ments, to an almost unlimited extent, for any offence, or for 
no offence. In short, it scarcely advances one step towards * 
giving the slaves a participation in the civil rights and privi- 
leges of British subjects. The very provisions, framed with 
a professed view to mitigate the rigours of their former state, 
avail but little to that purpose, while they serve to mark 
more unequivocally the depth of their degradation. Is it 
possible that Parliament can continue to delegate to such 
.legislators its own powers and its own duties; or that they 
can refuse at length to interfere between 800,000 of our 
fellow-subjects and such revolting despotism ? , 

Sir Henry Warde, in transmitting this Act to Lord Bkthurst^ 
observes, that " though it may not be so complete as your 
Lordship mighj; wish it to be, yet very great and substan- 
tial improvements" (what then must have been the former 
state of the law ?) '' have been effected ; *' and he gives a hope 
of farther improvements. (B. p. 1.) They must be very large 
improvements indeedj^ to satisfy the just expectations either 
of Lord Bathurst or of the public 

But there is another chapter in the history of Barbadoes, 
into which, after the recent discussion in Parliament on the 
subject, it may now be less necessary to enter — namely, the 



S6 bAkbado^S — methodic c/iapeL 

• • .« 

persecution of the Methodists, and the destruction of the 

Methodist chapel*. The subject was brought forward . by 
Mr. Buxton, in a speech wjiich. gave an able and luminous 
exposition of the whole of that atrocity. The sense enter- 
tained of it, both by the Governtnent and Parliament, could 
not be more strongly marked than it was in the speech of Mr. 
Canning. He reprobated the conduct of the Barba()ians with 
the mpst unsparing severity — *' It was unjustifiable, inde- 
fensible, a violation of law and justice, a defiance of all leg^al 
authority, a flying in the face of Parliament and of the coun- 
try" — and he. moved, as an amendment, a resolution which 
was unanimously adopted by the House, ** that they view 
with the utmost indignation that scandalous and daring viola- 
tion of the law: and having seen with great satisfaction the 
instructions sent by his Majesty's Secretary of State to the 
Governor of Barbadoes, ' to prevent a recurrence of similar 
outrages, they humbly assure his Majesty of their readiness 
to concur in every measure, whi€h his Majesty -may deem 
necessary, for securing ample protection and religious tolera- 
tion to all his Majesty's subjects in that part of his Majesty's 
dominions f." 

The most remarkable circumstance attending this flagitious 
iact is, the general concurrence of all ranks of the White in- 
habitants, if not in entirely approving what had been done, 
at least in manifesting no dissatisfaction with it. The magis- 
trates, with, scarcely an exception, seem to have exulted in 
the success of the outrage, and some of them to have even 
participated in its contrivance and perpetration. We have not 
heard that any of those magistrates, who were guilty of so 
scandalous a dereliction of their duty, have yet been removed 
from the stations which they had so criminally prostituted. 
It is instructive to compare the total impunity which has 
attended this insurrection'of the Whites, with the massacres 
in cold blood which fSlIoWed, in 1816, the insurrection of the 
Blacks in the same island. 



* See Papers C. and p. 

t <* An Authentic Report" of this interesting debate has been pnbUsbed 
for Hatchard andlSon. 
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IV. BEBBICE^ 

Id this colony nothing whatever appears to have been done 
in the work of t^fotm. GoyerHot Bestrd had pressed the 
sabject at different times on the attention of the Council of 
the caloiif ,r but wilhont ^eol. On one oddittbit be obdidrres, 
uddregsmg' ImA BatfeirM, " I faive Ao hope of the Cooii«i9 
]^0dle6ttii»g tb^itftefige itf fhid respeot^ or sebceSmg iti Ottf 
mamieir td the proposed meatores 6( hist M ajefilty*s 6of em- 
AeDiti" And again :/' I 6dnnot diseoTef Mj Mendly f^et- 
hiffS, on tbo p^rl^ of Hie ifidi?idual8 coi&poidn^ the present 
Cotacti, towards die me^n^es infie«lded by his Majesty'i^ Oi^ 
feffimeiit td be carried into ttkftt iA ttiiti sMtlebent'' 
(A. pp. 2i7— 286.) 

We bate not beAtit What steps (he Gdveramenft have token 
ItA 60ns0qtieii(^ of this^ coiituiliiacy. 

A return h^s been iftade to the Hond^ of Cbmmotfs of the 
tflxee'and feei^ paid on aet^ of manoitiisiston in Befbiee/ from 
the 1st January 1^ to the 13th April 1824, being Upward^of 
Wo years dnd a quarter. ^ In that time there Ir^e caiy tw^nij* 
&t^ Kcts of manumission, being dt the rat^ of abodt eleveii 
a^nuailf ; atid file atnotint of t^Jien^ mid #^ed alon^ paid npM 
tbem, exdusive of the 6o8t of i^edeeniii^gthe slaveg, Was ll,5($l 
gailders, being at the r^e of nearly 40^^ sterling for edch. 
(E. pp. 9, 10). 

A motion^ was mdde, in the session of tS34, fo^ ** fl copy 
of the reeori of thcf pYodeedings of thd ("kcal of Beiti^^^, ifi 
bis Cttpabity of guai^iKn and proteetor Of tbei riftvesi wltb Hi 
dec^ision in all crises of comptaint 6f mastersl dnd slla^v^ 
f^nipectitely dgatnuf eaeh otfier, and tb^^^pumsliments inflicfed 
or the redi'ess given in consequence of avteh covaidsfiiit, iVom 
thcr 1st of January 1814 ta threr present time.*' Tor this mottoh 
n& return has^ yet beeH" made. 

V. BERMUDA. 

No adcimnt vrhateveir tow b^een ree€*red from this colony 
of the slightest movement towards reform ; although it will 
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be seen, by a reference to the Second Report of the Anti^ 
Slavery Society (p. 144), that the laws of no colony more need 
reform than those of Bermuda. 



VI. CAPE OP GOOD HOPE. 

Since the Second Report of the Anti-slavery Society WM 
printed, a return from the Registry of Slaves has been laid on 
the table of the House of Commons, by which if appears that 
the slave population of the Cape of Good Hope, instead of 
being, as there estimated, only 25,000 (p. 157), amounted in 
the year 1828 to 35,271— viz. 20^491 males, and 14,780, 
females. (I.) A disproportion in the sexes so great as this, 
sifter the Slave Trade had ceased for 17 or 18 years, raises 
a suspicion that slaves may have been illicitly introduced^ 

In March 1828,' Lord Charles Somerset, the Governor, 
issued a proclamation containing regulations for the religioua 
instruction and treatment of the slaves. Compulsory labour 
on the Sunday is forbidden by it, under a pepalty of not more 
^au fifty or less than ten rix-dpUars for each offence. Cer^ 
tain regulations are adopted with a view to the marriage and 
the baptism of slaves. Married slaves * cannot be sold sepa* 
rately, or without their children f under ten, except (and why 
this exception ?) by the decree of a court of justice. The 
evidence of baptized slaves (why the restriction ?) is to 
be received in all cases whatsoever. Christian slaves (and 
why not all slaves?) are to pay no tax on manumission. 
Young slaves are to be sent for instruction to the nearest free- 
school, by such proprietors as are Christians (and why not by 
all?). The property of slaves is secured to them, and they 
a^ empowered to bequeath it. In cases of suicide the owner 
of the slave inherits hb property j;. The property of intestate 

* The right of marriage is confined to Christian fllavefl. Why .may not 
Mohamedan and Pagan fllaveft be encouraged to marry, and protected in 
tlieir manriagefl, as well as Christians f 

t This mle should also extend to reputed marriages. 

X The owner seems the last person who shonid inherit the property of a 
slave who commits loicide, acts of snidde^etterally proceeding from harsh 
usage* 
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slaves haying no relations, is to go to a fond for redeeming 
female, slave children. Owners, &c. are not to inflict on 
a slave more than twenty-five lashes for, one offence, orta 
repeat the punishment until the delinquent has recovered from 
the former correction ; and no punishment^is to be inflicted by 
any other hand than that of the owner, &c« lender a penalty 
of from fifty to one hundred rix-dpllars. An owner killing 
a slave is guilty of homicide ; maltreating him may be punished 
by fine, imprisonment, or banishment, . and the slave may be 
sold for his account *, but so as not to come into the power 
of him or his rehitions. An overseer maltreating a slave wUI 
be punished as if he had maltreated a free servant. A slavB 
whose complaint proves groundless .shiall be punished f* 



VII. DEMARARA. 

< 

The taxeis and fees paid on manumissions in Demarara and 
Esaequibo, from the 1st of January 1822 to the 1st of Sep- 
temberl824, being two years and eiffht months— during which 
time seventy-six slaves only were manumitted, being at the 
rate of twenty-eight or tw^ity-nine in each year^— amounted 
if} 32,750 guilders, or at the rate of about 96/. sterling each. 
(E. p. 5—8). 

lu return to the motiop for ''a copy of the record of the 
proceedings of the Fiscals of Demarara, in their capacity of 
guardians and protectors of slaves, with their decisions in all 
cases of complaint of masters and slaves respectively agmnst 
each other, and the punishments inflicted or redress given in 
consequence of such complaints, from the 1st January 1814 
to this time," the first Fiscal, Mr. Herbert, thus writes: 
'' There is no record of such proceedings at this o£Bce ; and 
until the month of April, 1824, there does not appear to have 
been even a memorandum of the proceedings held before the 



* Ought not the slave to be made free ? 

t This is snrely most objectionable. Why should the complaints of slaves 
be diiconrageci? Tomakethe faUnre of proof a ground of punishment, unless 
umlice or peijnry can be proved, it repngnant to all our ideas of justice. 
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Vhmti m a Migfirtrite'' (E^ p. 17). TkM k ttpfMLfs fhni no 
weeoti bae been pr^Mrf^ of tbe judicM ptOfc^e&iKgs irbieh 
htt76 tidLear pkoev in the Mi^ of 80,006^ of^ Mf M^jedty^s ^b- 
^o^ prior to tb« iMMfa of April I8i4. iPlMt #nly teixtnt 
mki» to this didet wuptis^M a period of fto m6teibm three 
moalhB^ oaaieljrr &Mi,,Jon« 16 to Scptembeir 18, ]'824. Tke 
aanyb^r of eomptainii^ ki that time k tKr^tlty-^tivo, 6f Wbidr 
8ev6a4eeD are eoiiipkiiiittf of isAaves a^hnst tbeif o^fl^r or 
ataoagerr avd siie of aMi0te» or Britrtre^^et agmiist their elates. 
Tbe othcir tire are eottiptainia of ftlaves agtda#t eaeb <nber. 
The eoiapbiiaii of theaiaafers^ agaiast tbeir slates Me in «very 
case redresseil. Ooe man h reprhnanded ; two w^ottfetf arc^ 
confined for a week ; oae laan ia punisbed <it it- nof satltf in 
what manner) ; of four men accused of ill behaviour, three are 
punished ; and of twenty-six, belonging to the estate Maria's 
Lodge, accused of ranaki^ Hito the bush, striking work» and 
bad behaviour, four are punished — three men and one woman. 
It is addedy tbet in thi9 case the Negiroes had no gtoottd of 
eoitfplaiiit^ and Aat <he woiaatf Watf very in'soient, saying, 
** You cannot log wc^m^a." (E. p. 19»). 

The i«suU of ih& e^dnvplaints of the Negroes against theif 
ewnets and^ aiaaagers )s somewhat diffetent 

1. The Negrees* of PIanfatk)tt Big Diamond eotnptain of 
ill-treatment : three of the ringleaders are punished, ** th^ 
eoffi|iiaia« beiog uttWarraated." 

2. The Negroes of Fbctttation BVi^ndship mfaie the saaii^ 
4U>uipbnnt; foar are punished, and eR are seat back s^ererefy 
raprimaaded. 

8. Kegroes of the PliadtlKion h Boncra Mere make th« 
iaaie oompkaat : it is pronounced fiiYolous and unwannakt- 
aUe> and seven of them are punished. 

4. Thegangs of Pfantetion Belle Hope complaitr of iff usage, 
har4 Work, startation^ &c. t the complaint is pnonounfced 
frivoletts and ilMbanded, and three' of the ring-leaderfiT arid 
punished ■ 

5. Izak of Plantation FowUs complains of ill treatment : 
he is punished. 

6. George makes a like aompMnt t be is to* pf to htt 
work, and to be punished. 
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7. Sally begi^ leave to be sold ' tntlio«t ber diild: tool 
allowed, and warned to take care of it. 

8. liQcind^ complains of varioas ilL-t|reatiiient from the 
manager and overseefr of La Jealovsie: ^* a -inade-iip 
story ; is punisbed/' 

. 9. Adam complains of his little . isister being ilUtrd^ted : 
contradicted by the mother and child ; is punished in gaol. 

10. A woman and boy complain of want, of clothing, and 
itUtreatment: unfounded; the woman confined dght days, 
the boy flogged, 

IL A Negress complains of Mr. Caotzlaar her master^ 
that he was taking her into the conntry to ptinish her for no* 
thing : ** she had misbehaved ; he i|ra& taking her into the 
country ; she ran away to complain-: returned to ber master 
to act discretionary." 

12. Irins and another complain, 'that &e manager of Plan- 
tation Kissingin does not give them enough to eat: ** frivo- 
lons-*-restored to the master.*' 

13. Caroline and some others of Plantation Groenseld 
complain of the manager ; Caroline, that be had flogged a 
Negro till he died; and the rest, that be beat them with a 
tar rope : ** Caroline's story unfounded ; six weeks* confine- 
ment on bread aiid water, to be mitigated on Contritions " ihe 
rest shewed no marks of violence : " the tar rope was taken 
away, the Negroes satisfied, and the manager reprimanded!'* 

14. Peggy complains that her mistress. Miss Neil, treats 
her ill, and gives her no clothing : *' lallogether unfotmded ; 
b punished." ' ' 

15. Fonr Negroes of Plantation Northbrook complain 
against the manager of hard work, over- work, and flog'giiig r 
" altogether unfounded ; punished, one man rathet severely, 
one very slightly, two sent to work as convicts for a month." 
^* Mr. Stuart the master is very kind and indulgent, but dis- 
cipline and proper method wanting." 

16. Twenfy-seven Negroes of the estate Land of Canaan 
complain of a want of clothing, lodging, food, conifbrts in 
sickness, &c, : " just, except as to food; fined the ownet 
10/. for every Negro ; ordered him to furnish the things 
required, and informed the Negroes to that eiBPect." 

17.. Negroes of Plantation Jans and Coree complain of the 
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manager's ill-treatment: the manager to be discharged. 
(E. pp. 18—20). 

' In this return no part of the evidence is given ; we are left to 
conjecture what it may have been : the particular details are 
throughout suppressed ; nor is even the nature and extent of 
the punishment specified. Such a record is, in fact, of no use 
whatever* It afibrds not the slightest means of judging of 
the equity .of the proceeding ; excepting that the very senten- 
tious brevity with which the entries are made excites a suspi-. 
cion of a very summary mode of administering justice. One 
thing is clear, namely, that the general course of the Fiscal's 
administration is calculated to discourage all representation 
of harsh usage on the part of the slaves, except perhaps in 
the very grossest cases. But facts are wanting; and an 
exposition of the facts of each case ought to be peremptorily 
required : it is only in this way that we can get at the real 
nature of the slave system, in its practical operation. If we had 
not obtained the particulars of the trials of the alleged insur- 
gents in Demerara and Jamaica, we should not have sus- 
pected half of the gross perversions of justice which take 
place in the colonial judicatories, in the name and by the 
authority of the King. In this country, we all feel how essen- 
tial publicity and the controul of public opinion are to the 
ends of justice : how much more are these required in the 
West Indies ! '' If it be*asked," said the murdered Missionary 
Smith, in speaking of the cruel treatment of the slaves in 
Demerara — '* If it be asked, Are there not authorities to 
whom the injured slaves can appeal for redress ? The answer 
is in the affirmative. But many of the legally constituted 
authoritres are. themselves owners of plantations, following 
the same system, and perhaps, by means of their managers, 
practising the same abuses on their slaves. Judging from 
their conduct, it would seem that some of them consider it a 
greater crime for th^ Negroes to complain of their wrongs, 
than for the master to inflict' ihem. The complainants are 
almost sure to be flogged, and frequently before the com- 
plaint is investigated, if listening to the exculpatory tale of 
the mastelr can be called investigation ; and even when the 
cause is so evidently on the side of the complainant that 4t 
can neither be denied nor evaded, the decision is so studi- 
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oosly concealed from them that they scarcely know whether 
the law is to protect the oppressed, or to indemnify the op- 
pressor ; nor can they always solve this problem from the 
result." How painfully do this statement of Mr. Smith and 
the return of Mr. Fiscal Herbert illustrate each other! 

The attention of the government of Demarara having been 
called, by Lord Bathurst, to the subject of a reform of the slave 
code of that colony, frequent discussions have taken place 
upon it, hitherto, however, without leading to any satisfactory 
result. It may be useful, nevertheless, to trace the progress 
of .these disqussions. 

. Sir B. D*Urban, the Governor, professing to draw his infor- 
mation from the planters, states his opinion, in May 1824, to be 
that the Negro mind is still " agitated, jealous, and suspicious." 
** Many of the slaves are described to me as remarkably well 
informed upon all that passes in England and in the colonies, 
interesting tp their views and condition : many of them read, 
most of them well understand what is read or repeated to 
them ; they are (naturally enough) inquisitive, and anxious to 
jearn whatever relates to them ; and unquestionably they con- 
tinue to procure very early information of all discussions in 
^Parliament, in the newspapers and in the public prints." 
A. p. 193.) — Such a statement as this proves unquestionably to 
what a degree the Governor has been made* the dupe of false 
information, and will serve sufficiently to explain much in his 
communications, which would otherwise not have been expli- 
cable. It is somewhat surprising, so much depending upon 
accuracy, that the Governor should not himself have insisted 
on having these well-informed and erudite Negiroes, these 
masters of intelligence from Europe, brought at once into 
his presence, and examiped. He would then have ascer- 
tained the depth of the delusion which had been practised 
upon him,. by those in whose descriptions he confided*. 

* The want of knowledge, the barbarism, and the total iDclvilization of the 
daves, have hitherto formed one great plea for keeping them in slavery. 
When it suits the varying purposes of the planters, the same men are acute, 
inteliigent, penetrating, and capable of surmounting difficulties of the most 
formidable kind in the pursuit of information. 

F 
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Under tke same influence, doubtless, whick bftd be^n thus 
employed to delude him as to the state of intelKgence amoiijp 
the slaves, be proceeds, hi a letter of the SStfa of June 1^SS4» 
(A. p. 196), to use the arguments of the planters for departing*, 
in the reform of their code, from the Trinidad model. To Ais 
letter, on the 20th of November 1824 Lord Bathurst replies 
at considerable length, and in most respects very satisfacto- 
rily. (A. pp. 21&-<r-226.) He notices, in their order, the 
various provisions of the law framed by the Court of PoUey 
which he says must be amended, and the various omisaioDil 
which must be suppKed, before that law can be promulgated. 

The principle of forbidding the person entrusted with the 
office of Protector to possess plantation slaves, mustbe adhered 
to, — It would have been well to have added domestic slaves 
also. 

It miust be kept in mmd, and expressed in the law, '' tliat 
the total abolition of Sunday markets is eodtemplated, as soon 
as the measures shall have taken effect which are designed 
to remove the causes of its temporary inesLpediency *•" 

The employment of slaves on the Sunday 'is prohibited 
lA the Trinidad order : a chse adherence to its rules is 
required in the present instance. 

Hie oiFence of carrying a whip in the field must be punish- 
ed, not only by mulct, but, as in the Trinidad order, by 6ae 
and imprisonment. 

It is absolutely necessary to retaifi the f^ovision which 
requires witnesses of the punishments inflicted on slaves. 

The abolition of the punishment of females by the whip, 
is an enactment of whieh no qualification can be admitted, as 
relates to adults. 

If a slave, when produced in court, shall exhibit traces of 
recent flogging, and shall state probable grounds for beliet- 
ing the punishment to have been unlawfully inflicted, liie 
owner must be required to disprove tiie allegation, otherwise 

he must be convicted of the offence. 

__i_^__^ II--- I III - - - I ' — *- — -^ — 

' • The reasonx are giveo in the Appendix to the Second Report of the 
Anti-slavery Society (p. 72) for conceiving that this delay in the abolition - 
of Sunday markets was altogether uncalled for, and not jtlstified ty. any 
one of the reasons on which it is fonndedl 
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The record of pttnishments nmst he kept, and the returns 
ivtade o^ce in every half year, od oath, as in Trinidad. 

l^fae draft of &e Court of Policy having been silent on the 
9ttbjeet of the evidence of slaves, on the ground that such 
evidence is by the Dutch law admissible in all cases, Lord 
Balharst requires that the omission should be supplied, and 
the course pursued in the Trinidad order adhered to. 

'' The marriages of slaves are proposed," says his Lord- 
ship, " jto be regulated by providons substituted for those of ' 
the Qrder in Council for Trinidad, but which will, I am sure, 
upon consideration, appear so inadequate, (and one part of 
that proposition is, in truth, so open to ridicule) that I am 
persuaded the Court of Policy will at once acknowledge the 
expediency of a stricter conformity to the Order in Council." 

A strict adherence to the Trinidad Order in Council is 
also necessary in regard to the acquisition and disposal of 
property by slaves. Lord Bathurst approves of the proposed 
prohibitioii of .slaves possessing fire-arms and ammunition ; 
but sees no sufficient reason for not allowing them to possess 
the exportable produce of the colony *• 

Lord Bathurst wholly disapproves of that existing law of 



* Tbe part of the ^raft to ^rhich Lord BathDrst here objects, states that 
slaves may, but with the approbation and consent of their owners (a qua- 
lification which obviously altogether nullifies the rig^Af of property), possess 
property of any kind, and dispose of it by bequest or otherwise, save and 
exce][>t fire-arms and ammunition, and such colonial produce as is prohi- 
bited to be sold or bartered by the eleventh article of the existing law.' 
On turning to that article, we find it to be as follows : — 

** All slaves, as well males as females, are prohibited from selling or 
bartering,with any one whatever,any produce, — sngar,coffee, cocoa, indigot 
rokow, syrup, rum, bottles, pr flasks, or any thin^ else; being permitted 
to sell only vegetables and ground provisions, the produce of their gar- 
dens, or stock which they are allowed to rear ; on ^in of being severely 
flogged on the plantation to which they belong, for the first offence ; and 
for the second to be punished by sentence of the court, according to the 
exigency of the case.^ (A. p. 21,0). 

Lord Bathurst might well question whether any sufficient reason was 
assigned for making, by a side wind, such a cruel and preposterous enact- 
ment as this a part of the new and ameliorated Uave code. But such is, 
in point of fact, the cruel and preposterous law of every slave colony in 
his M^jesty^ dominions ; and Lord Bathurst himself, we fear, has in. 
advertently given it an indirect sanction, in his correspondence with the 
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Demarara, by which the consent of the Governor and the 
Court of Policy is rendered necessary to every aict of manu- 
mission, to which even the owner of the slave is consenting, 
and he cannot therefore allow such a principle to be introduced 
into the new code. It is impossible, he says, to admit of 
this, or indeed of any other departure from the provisions of 
the Trinidad Order in Council on this head. 

Another important regulation, which postpones the pay- 
ment of the Protector's salary till he shall have made his 
periodical returns, has been omitted in the draft, but, his 
Lordship says, Tnust be strictly adhered to. 

The clause proposing to vest in the Governor a power-of 
suspending the proposed law, is declared to be perfectly iruzd" 
missihle. 

Lord Bathurst adds, that he trusts the Court of Policy is 
prepared to adopt these suggestions; but, if not, ** it is ne- 
cessary that I should explain to you, that in such an event, 
however desirous his Majesty's Government may be that the 
origination of this measure of melioration should proceed 
from the Court of Policy, they would feel it their paramount 
duty to issue, without further delay, an Order in Council for 
the purpose of carrying them into effect." 

The whole of this dispatch is most highly creditable to 

Governor of Trinidad. The passage to which we allude is contained in a 
letter to Sir R. Woodford, dated 24th July 1824. and is as follows:— 

<' In the papers before me, a construction is put upon a part of the Order 
in Council which is warranted by none of its provisions. It appears to be 
doubted whether the permission, conveyed to slaves, to purchase and hold 
land, does not indirectly revoke the exiting law of Trinidad, whereby 
slaves are prohibited from cultivating for their own. profit any of the staple 
commodities of the island. In granting the slaves the power of acquiring 
land, the Order does not, of course, exempt them from any existing restric- 
tions as to the mode in which land might be cultivated by persons of their 
class and condition." Now as the restrictions in Trinidad and Demarara 
are substantially the same, it appears that there is as good reason for ques- 
tioning in the former as in the latter case the propriety of prohibiting slaves 
to cultivate or to possess exportable produce. In fact, the principle on 
which the legislators of the West Indies have uniformly proceeded, of 
absolutely prohibiting slaves from raising any exportable produce what- 
ever, is one which deserves the very ntmost degree of reprobation, and 
whichyas the attention of Government has at length beea called to it, will, we 
trust, in every case, meet with their decided and unequivocal reprobation. 
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liord Bathnrsty and we trust to see, ere lot^g, the important 
principles which it developes carried into full effect through- 
out all his Majesty's slave colonies. 

But what has been the practical result of these iostructions 
of Lord Bathurst ? This we learn from the Additional Papers 
(B.) presented to Parliament by his Majesty's command. On 
the 14th March 1825, the Governor transmits to his Lord- 
ship the amended draft of an ordinance, in which, however, 
there are such material deviations from Lord Bathurst's in- 
structions, as forbid him from promulgating it without further 
reference to England. What course Lord Bathurst may have 
pursued in consequence of this further reference, does not 
appear in these papers. We cannot doubt that it has been 
marked by the same firm adherence to just principles which 
distinguished his former communication, of which we have 
abready given the substance. In the mean time, it will be of 
essential use to give an abstract of this last and highest effort 
of the Demarara Court of Policy in the work of legislative 
reform, adopted under the influence of all those powerful 
and constraining motives which the dispatch of his Lordship, 
last quoted, must have conveyed to their minds. The follow- 
ing is the substance of their draft. (B. p. 259 — 279.) 

§ 1^6 appoint the First Fiscal Protector of Slaves * ; and 
disqualify ^im from holding any plantation or plantation 
slaves within the colony f ; or acting as trustee, guardian, 
executor, attorney, manager, &c. of slaves ; and require him to 
perform his duty in person. 

§ 7 appoints the Deputy Fiscals, or Burgher Officers, 
Assistant Protectors;}^. 

§§ 9, 10, forbid the compulsory labour of slaves on Sunday^ 
under a penalty of 600 guilders ; but this exemption from 
labour is not to authorize them to leave the plantation to 



* The nnion of these two offices appears to be utterly incompatible, 
the Fiscal being the public prosecutor. 

t He ought not to hold slaves any where^ or to have been a holder of 
slaves, who merely renounces his property in them for the sake of his office. 

X No restraint is imposed on the Assistant Protectors as to holding slaves. 
This is a most important defect. Dr. MacTurk, for example, will now be, 
ex-officio, an Assistant Protector of slaves. 
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^vhicb they belong* withoat leave; or to. exempt them from tbe 
operation of the existing laws ; or to prevent the distribiitioii 
of their weekly allowance being made on that day ; or to ex<- 
tend to the following excepted cases*^viz. domestic service, 
attendance on cattle or live stock, attendance on hospitals, 
binrying of the dead, preventing or remedying breaches io 
dams, conflagrations, and all cases of the same general na- 
ture and referable to the same principles ; all labour for the 
preservation of the crops, as boiling-ofF the cane-juice ex- 
pressed before sun-set on Saturday, turning and drying of 
coffee or cotton^ picking of cotton and coffee during crop ; 
for which last service wages, to be fixed by the Protector, shall 
be paid ^, 

§ 11. Until effectual provision shall have been made for 
tbe religious instruction, of the slaves, when Sunday markets 
shall be wholly abolished, these shall be continued until eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon f • 

§ 12. A person carrying; >a whip, or any other instrmnent 
of punishment, in the field or elsewhere, either as a badge of 
authority or as a stimulus to labour, shall incur, if free, a 
penalty of 600 guilders, or be imprisoned for not more than 
six months ; and if a slave, shall incur corporal punishmeait. 

§13. On male slaves, when punishment by the owner, &q. is 
necessary, it must be inflicted without cruelty or passion, to no 
greater extent than twenty-five lashes, and not till after sun-riso 
of the day next following that of the offence, in the presence 
either of one free person, or of six slaves (in which case the 



f'\*' "' 



* Wages are allowed by the Conrt of Policy only in the case of picking 
coffee or cotton ; but this is a labour which ought on no account to be 
allowed to be carried on on a Sunday., With as much reason, nay, with 
more, might it be allowed, in this country, to make bay or reap corn «• 
a Sunday, or to perform any other harvest work. Such a practice is de- 
fended on a pretence which is altogether unfounded, namely, that coffee 
9tnd coitton ripen s^ suddenly that they would be totally lost if not imme- 
diately picked. The other operatioM spoken of ought unqnestidsably to 
be paid for. Why should persons mend a dam, or turn coffee or cotton, 
on a Sunday, without being paid for their labour? Again: what are thoee 
existing laws, which are alluded to, but not specified, and which are to 
modify all this exemption from Sunday labour ? 

t See the Second Report of the Anti-slavery Society, p. 72, 
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owner, 8cc. must proTe be 4^oa1d not procure a free witness 
witbin twenty-four bours), to witness tbe infliction^ besides tbe 
person ordering it. Punisbment shall not be repeated on tbe 
same day, nor until tbe delinquent bas recovered from former 
pnnisbment*. \ 

§ 14 probibits tbe flogging of female slaves absolutely, 
under a penalty of 1400 guilders, or imprisonment from one 
montb to sixtb montbs ; and substitutes tbe punishments, as in 
Trinidad, of solitary confinement, with or without work; and of 
stocks, and distinguishing dresses, and marks of various kinds; 
all which may also be substituted in tbe case of males. Con- 
finement for more than twelve hours can be ordered only by 
tbe Fiscal, who may extend it, together with labour in the 
tread-mill, to a month, or otherwise proceed according to the 
existing laws of the colony f, 

§ 15, A record book is to be kept by every person having 
a gang of slaves exceeding six j:^ and on every estate; in which 
must be entered, within forty-eight hours (why this delay?), the 
punishment inflicted on any female slave, or on any male slave 
exceeding three lashes; the nature of tbe offence; the time 
and place of punishment ; tbe names of the persons ordering 



* We gfreatly regret that Lord Batharst should have gWen way as to the 
Mibstitntion of six slaves for one free person as witnesses of fninislmient. 
It Is a danirerons innovatien, to ittak« tbe witnesses persons «• wMly ide- 
pendent on the panisher as his own slaves mnat be ; and to suppose that a 
free person could not be found to witness a punishment, if not in 24 hours, 
yet in 48 or 72 hours (and where is the evil, in such a case, of delay ?), is 
>nrhoIly absurd. Besides, It is hi the power of the planters to add to the 
number of free persons in the colony. 

t It is impossible not to be extremely jealous of such vague and unde- 
fined references to existing laws-^laws existing somewhere else than in 
this new slave code — because it is impossible to know to what extent op- 
pression may be sanctioned by such loose and sweeping terms. 

t No good reason can be given, why, if persons not possessing mure 
than six slaves should not be subject t.o this regulation, they should not 
refer the offences of their slaves to the magistrate. Persons in low eir« 
cttmstances are both lesft likely to restrain their passions, and are less 
liable to observation, than 'Others. Tbe very circumstances, therefore, 
wliich render it expedient to exempt the owner from the necessity of 
keeping a record-book, and making a due return of its contents, make it 
stin more expedient to exempt the slave from liability to punishment, at 
least beyond three lashes, without the interference of the magistrate. 
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ity and of the persons witnessing it ; and the number of stripes 
actualty inflicted. False entries, erasures, &c. are to be punish- 
with a fine of SOO guilders, or imprisonment for not more 
than three mouths. A copy of this record must be delivered 
every six movtfas, on oath, under a penalty of 300 guilders. 

§ 19, 20, are intended to regulate the marriage of slaves, 
with the permission of the owner, &c« ; such owner, however, 
if he refuses permission, being to be called upon by the Pro- 
tector to shew good cause for so doing. They are to be married 
without fee or reward, by any minister either of the Church of 
England, or Scotland, or Holland, or any licensed teacher 
within the colony ; a register of the same being kept : ** Pro- 
vided always, th^t such marriage shall in no manner confer on 
the slaves any of those civil rights which by marriage are ac- 
quired by persons of free condition, nor subject such slaves 
to any penal infliction, the effects of which might destroy the 
rights or injure the property of their owners *." 

§ 21. Every female slave who is faithful in marriage^ shall 
receive from her owner, &c., for her first child twelve, and for 
every other fifteen guilders; and when she has six children 
living^ she shall be exempt from labour in the field, or any 
other than light work, under a penalty of 300 guilders. 
(Why not ma^e free ?) 

§ 22. Owners of estates shall provide food for slaves at the 
rate of one acre for five Negroes, from which a reasonable 
weekly allowance shall be made them ; or shall otherwise 

* The Court of Policy say that they have laboured to obviate the diffi- 
culties which must arise from adopting the Trinidad code, which makes 
the marriage of slaves, <* to all intents and purposes* binding, valid, and 
effectual in law/' — ^^ but that the civil rights acquired by marriage are so 
numerous and complicated, that it is found impracticable to adopt or mo- 
dify this expression/' Lord Bathurst, in his letterof the 24th November 
1824, had intimated that the particular 111 effects which were apprehended 
from the rights of marriage should be specified, and especially guarded 
against. The Court of Policy have not chosen to comply with his Lord- 
ship's suggestiou ; but repeat the same vague assertion, in the same vague 
manner, without any proof or specification whatever. Why could they 
not have stated what the various civil rights are which marriage confers ; 
and which of these rights they deem wholly incompatible with the slavery 
of Dcmarara, and with their own rights and property as masters? This at 
the least they are bound to do. 
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jMirchaise or pro.cnre a sufficient supply ; and shall provide 
them with proper clothing ; under a penalty of 90 guilders 
for every acre deficient, and of 150 for every slave not pro- 
perly provided for, 

§ 23. The hours ior field work of slaves, shall be from six 
o'clock in the morning till six o'clock in the evening, two 
hours being allowed them during that period for rest find 
meals ; under a penalty of 300 guilders *. 

§ 24 provides for the employment on estates of a medical 
practitioner, and the erection of a hospital, under the penalty 
of 600 guilders. 

§ 2S. If any slave dies suddenly, information shall be given 
to the Protector or Assistant Protector, or, if this cannot be 



* Now, in this apparently precise enactment, there is nevertheless much 
ambignity. — *< The hours oi field tcark,** But is there no species of labour 
but that of field work ? Pulping coffee, or ginning cotton, or grinding and 
boiling sugar, is not field work. Again, collecting grass for the horses, 
cattle, and live stock, is not deemed field work, and yet it forms a cruel 
aggravation of the daily task. The practice is thus described by the 
Missionary Smith. *^ Soon after sup-set (which is always within abontfifteen 
minutes of six, they leave off work in the field ; and each one, having cut 
or picked a bnndl^ of grass for the master's horses, which serves instead of 
hay, an article not made in the West Indies, they bend their course home- 
wards. They all carry the grass to a certain spot, forming a general 
muster, and there remain, in the open air, often shivering with cold, till 
the cracking of the whip informs them they are to take it to the stable, 
which is generally at about eight o'clock. If there be no other work to 
do, they may then go home. I say, if there be no other work : for, after 
toiling all day, many of the slaves are frequently compelled to work half 
the night,'' &c. But if any one is disposed to question Mr. Smith's autho- 
rity, he has only to refer to the Minutes of the Trial of the Insurgents in 
1823, published by Mr. Herbert the fiscal, and Mr. Wray the judge, in 
order to find the practice incidentally recognised asof regular occurrence. 
Now of this practice what says Dr. Collins, a physician and planter of St. 
Vincent's, the author of the work called " the Professional Planter," a^ work 
of high authority* even with West Indians ? He says, ** The neglect of grass- 
picking is another frec|uent cause of punishment. On some estates it draws 
more stripes on the Negroes than all their other offences put together, as 
the lash seldom lies idle while the grasS-roll is calling over." He strongly 
advises that the practice should be entirely abolished, " because it en- 
croaches much on the time allotted to their own use.'' See also Watson's 
Defence of Methodist Missions, for further proofs of the cruel and perni- 
cious effects of this practice, which still subsists, and, in spite of such a 
clause as this, will still subsist, in Demarara. 

G 
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done, to some respectable inbabitaDt; who, atteuded by si 
medical practitioner, shaH inspect tbe corpse and certify the 

result 

§ 26. Husband and wife, and children under sixteen years 
of age, are not to be separated hj judicial sales. — There is no 
restraint imposed on any other kind of sale. 

§§ 27, 28. No slave shall bedeemed incompetent to purchase, 
acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, or dispose of property, 
as money, cattle, implements of husbandry, household furni- 
ture, or other effects of «ticA like nature, honestly and lawfully 
acquired, save and except arms and ammunition, and such 
colonial produce as is prohibited to be sold by the existing 
law (being, in fact^ all exportable produce). But it shall not 
be lawful for any slave to keep any stock or animals on the 
land of his owner, without the owner's consent; and if he should 
refuse to remove them when required, the owner may destroy 
them. Slaves may sue their debtors, through their owner, or 
through the Protector. Owners, or other free persons, unjustly 
withholding the property of slaves, shall on conviction be made 
to restore it, and be further liable to fine and imprisonment, at 
the discretion of the court. Savings' Banks shall be esta- 
blished, in which slaves may deposit their property, being at 
liberty also to bequeath their deposits'*^. 

§ 29. No duty, tax, or fee shall be taken on the manumis- 
sion of slaves, except a fee of 22 guilders for registering the 
deed, to be paid out of the Colony Chest, under a penalty of 
from 100 to 1000 guilders. 

§ 80. Any owner desirous of manumitting a slave shall give 
notice of his intention to the Protector ; and if the Protector 
thinks the slave likely to become a burthen to the public, he 
is then to regulate the amount of the security or deposit to be 
given* He is also to give public notice of the intended manu- 



# The Trinidad Order empowers the slaves to hold land : the Demarara 
Draft does not. This is a most material omission. The Coart of Policy 
defend the clause vhich forbids slaves to possess exportable produce, by 
the passage in Lord Bathnrst's letter to Sir R. Woodford already alluded 
to. (See note, p. 35.) If this clause be maintained, fareweU to all hope of 
productive iiklustry and accumulation on the part of the slaves, whether 
in Trinidud or Demarara. 
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mission^ witk a view of enabling any one, having a right so to 
do^ to oppose sach manumission ; and in case of an action, the 
slave shall be defended in such action by the Protector, and 
the decree of the court of justice shall be binding. If there 
be no opposition^ then it shall be in the power of the owner 
.to manumit his slave "^^^ 

§§ 31, 32. The law of, evidence is pretty much the same 
as in the Trinidad Order in Council^ except that in some 

■ ■ ■ ■ - ■ > | .^ ■ I . I.I ,■ II _ I . . I .. —H I ii.i ■ .1 II W^ 

* lliis enactment in as far removed as possible from the spirit and ten- 
dency of the corresponding enactment of the Trinidad Order. That order 
enacts, that if any slave shall be deslrons to parchase his oivn or her own 
freedom, or that of wife or husband or child or brother or sister, he may 
do so : and if the owner be unwilling', or be unable, from mortgages,. or 
minority, or lanacy, 6cc. Sec. to grant his manumission ; or if the owner 
demand a greater sum than his fair and just value ; then the chief Judge 
shall summon the parties before him ; and if either of the parties shall re- 
fuse, or be anable, to effect such manumission^ then one appraiser shall be 
appointed by the owner and another by the Protector, and an umpire by 
the chief Judge, who shall value the slave; and, on the payment of this 
appraised value, the slave shall be manumitted ; such value being lodged 
in the Treasury of the Island, to abide the claim of the party lawfully enti- 
tled to the slate. The Court of Policy enter into a laboured vindication 
of their refusal to adopt the principle of the Trinidad code in this respects 
<* The court have felt it to be beyond their power*' '* to give their sancUou 
to any measure which could, even by construction, imply an acknowledged 
right on the part of the slave to demand hi3 freedom, invito domino. They 
feel themselves called upon to avow the principle, that they have not. the 
right to invade the property of their fellow-colonists, by admitting that they 
can in any manner be deprived of it contrary to the law by which it is se- 
cured to them, and which his Majesty has been graciously pleased to gua- 
rantee by the Articles of Capitulation " (as if articles of capitulation were lit 
all binding subsequently to the cession of a colony in full sovereignty)* "The 
Spanish law allows a slave to enfranchise himself by purchase : the Dutch 
law gives no such right whatever to a slave. Here the interest of an owner 
in bis slave is that of fee-simple absohite.'' '^ Let the Spanish law be what 
it may, it can never alter the existing law of this colony .'' ^* Slaves in this 
colony are chattels, as much as any other movable property/' '< Neither 
is it the law that proprietors can be forced to dispose of their property, 
real or personal, when its value is offered to them by others. To give to 
the slave the right of purchasing himself, against the will and consent of his 
owner, will annihilate the right of the owaer, and c6nfer on the slave a 
' power which no other person possesses.'* An attempt is then made to 
point out the injurious effect, even to the slave himseli"^ of thus giving him 
the power of purchasing his freedom; but it is too absurd to require 
exposure. It is, in fact, an attempt to satisfy the people of EngUmd that 
slavery is a much better thing than freedom. The time is gone by for 
such fooleries. 
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respects it improves upon that order. It does not exclude 
the evidence of slaves in civil suits in which the owner is 
concerned, nor in cases where a White person may be charged 
with a capital offence. This blot in the Trinidad order is 
avoided in the Demarara draft. 

§§ 33, 34. The salary of the Protector shall be in lien of 
all fees ; and if he shall take any fee or perquisite, he shall 
pay a fine equal to twice the amount, and be disqualified for 
the office of Protector. His salary is to be paid him half- 
yearly, but not utitil he shall have made all the required 
returns; namely, returns of the number and particulars of 
all actions and suits, or criminal prosecutions, in which 
he was concerned as Protector, with the accounts of the 
Savings' Banks, the record of punishments, Blc. 

§ 35 appropriates the fines and forfeitures. 

§ 36. If any person shall be twice convicted of inflicting on 
a slave a cruel and unlawful punishment, he shall incur double 
the penalty of cruelty before mentioned, and shall be declared 
incapable of having the management of any slaves within the 
colony ; and if he is the owner, his estate shall be placed under 
curators, who shall manage the same ; the owner, however, 
being at liberty to sell or dispose of it. 

§ 37. Nothing in this order is to be construed as extending 
to repeal any of the regulations respecting the treatment of 
slaves enacted the 23d March 1785, except in as far as 
they may be repugnant to these regulations "*, 

' There is one entire omission in this draft ; it is that clause 
which is numbered 21 in the Trinidad Order in Council, and 
which ordains that if any owner, &c. b prosecuted for cruelly 
and unlawfully punishing a slave, and if the slave alleged to be 
illegally punished is produced in court with the marks upon 
him of recent flogging or laceration, and such slave shall 
make a consistent statement of the circumstances, then the 
owner shall be bound to prove, either that the punishment 
was not inflicted by him or with his consent, or that it was a 
lawful punishment, and was lawfully inflicted ; and, in default 
of such proof, shall be adjudged guilty of .the offence imputed 

* See aboTe, second note p. 80. 
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to bim. The Court of Policy labours hard to prove that it 
would be radically utijust to adopt this course of proceeding 
(p. 268); but Lord Bathurst will probably find as solid a reply to 
their reasoning on the subject, as he has given to the remon- 
strance of the Trinidad planters against the same regulation. 



VIII. DOMINICA. 

The legislature of Dominica was for a time very vehement 
in its denunciations against the efforts of the abolitionists to 
ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and took pains to 
produce a general confederacy of the West-Indian colonies 
for the maintenance of the whip in its plenitude of power. 
Of late it has been remarkably quiescent. The Parliamentary 
Papers barely notice its existence. In August 1824, the 
Governor, Nicolay, says he has reason to believe that the 
legislature. wiU, on its meeting,carry into effect Lord Bathurst's 
wishes. His only' subsequent communication is dated the 
28th March 1825, and is as follows : 

*' It is matter of much regret to me, that I am still unable 
to report that the legislature of this colony has passed an act 
for the melioration of the condition of the slave population^ 
though I.have repeatedly and strongly urged the subject, both 
by public message and other means. 

** A bill to that effect was long ago introduced, but, after 
much discussion, it has not been completed. A new bill is to 
be brought in immediately — and I trust no farther obstacles 
will arise — ^though I greatly fear it will not comprise all the 
wished-for amendments in the slave laws ; for I plainly per- 
ceivOy even among the best disposed of the proprietors, an 
apprehension, that, by going to the fuU'extent that has been 
recommended, they may relinquish what they consider to be 
necessary authority over the slaves. 

" The only consolation under these delays, is the convic^ 
tion, that, throughout this island, the slaves in general are 
contented and happy, and their treatment is certainly very 
good." (A. pp. 95, 96.) 
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IX. GRENADA. 

The history of the progress of reform io this colony will 
also occupy but a very narrow space. On the Dth of Sep- 
tember 1824, the President, Paterson, writes, that an 
amended slave code bad been brought forward in the legisla- 
ture, and would he further considered in October. The 
legislature met in October, but postponed the consideration 
of the snbject till November. On the 2d of December, 
President Paterson states, that the Slave Act had been im- 
peded by the great difference of opinion existing on some 
points ; but he still hopes to see the work completed. The 
slaves he states to be perfectly quiet and contented, and the 
planters are anxious to make them so ; he himself, of course, 
being one of them. On the 5th of March 1825, he writes, 
that the Bill had at length passed the Assembly, and was be- 
fore the Council ; but nothing further has since been commu- 
nicated on the subject. (A. pp. 97 — 100.) 



X. HONDURAS. 

No report has yet been made to Parliament of the final 
fate of the Indians unjustly and cruelly enslaved in this 
CQlony, and whom Colonel Arthur had endeavoured to restore 
to the enjoyment of their liberties. 

In this colony there are only 2»600 slaves, and 2,100 free 
persons of all descriptions. The peculiar circumstances of 
the colony render slavery much less oppressive there than in 
most other colonies. 

Captain Maclean, a Naval officer, makes a report (see 
Paper 6.) respecting this colony, dated 2d March 1824* 
IB which, after praising the treatment of the slaves, he ob- 
serves, that he has recently read reports which contradict 
his statement^ and which he believes to be wholly erroneous. 
But this is rather a rash and unwarranted assertion on the 
part of Captain Maclean ; the acts of cruelty, to which he 
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alludes as unfounded, being as satisfactorily proved, by in- 
cbntesfable evidence^ as the fact which he affirms of the ge- 
neral good treatment of the Honduras slaves wh^n compared 
with that of other colonies. We believe both to be true. 



XI. JAMAICA, 

/ 

M 

The progress of reform in this island has not been such as 
to require maoh detail. Every one, who is cognisant of the 
coarse of public events, must be aware of the determined 
hostility evinced by the legislature of Jamaica, in particular, to 
every proposition, emanating from this country, for ameliorate 
ing the condition of the slaves, with a view to their ultimate 
emancipation. The violence of opposition manifested by the 
Assembly has been only exceeded by the still more unmeasured 
resistance of the parish vestries, and the absolute rage of the 
journalists. Thepeopleof Jamaica^appeartohaveimaginedthat 
theloudnessof their clamour would have the effect of shaking 
the concurrent purpose of the Government and Parliament and 
People of England, with respect to the reform and ultimate 
abolition of the slave system. They little know either their 
own weakness and insignificance, or the power of poblio 
opini9n in this country, if tbey suppose that by all their ravings 
they can materially retard that purpose. It is fixed, and must 
ere long render absolutely nugatory every opposing eflbrt. 

On the meeting of the Jamaica legislature, in November 
1824, the Governor, the Duke of Manchester, seemed to 
indulge an expectation that some progress would have been 
made in the reform of the slave system. A Bill was introduced^ 
admitting the evidence of slaves, under certain regulations ; 
and, though ** some little clamour was at first excited'^ by it, 
yet his Grace entertained a< hope of its passing. But even 
this slight indication of a better spirit was of Ishort duration ; 
for the Bill in question was lost, on the second reading, by a 
majority of thirty-four to one ; and the X)uke of Manchester^ 
wheni on the 24th of December 1824 be acquaints Lord 
Bathurst. with the termination of the session, feels himself 
obliged to express an apprehension that tus Lordship will be 
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dissatisfied with the proceedings of the Assembly. He seems^ 
indeed, to attach some importance to two Acts, passed in the 
course of the session, ''as afibrding protection and encou- 
ragement to the slaves ; and still more so as indicating an 
intention, on the part of the Assembly, of doing more here- 
after." (A. p. 11.) They will do more hereafter, we have no 
doubt, but it will only be when they are compelled to do it. 
As for the Acts in question, they confer benefits directly on 
the master, but on the slaves only indirectly and remotely, 
through him. Slaves had hitherto been exempt from vXl 
mesne process on Sundays, not on account of any debts of 
their own, for they had none, but on account of their master's 
debts. Sunday, therefore, was the only day on which a needy 
planter (and nine-tenths of the resident planters are needy 
men) could permit his slaves to carry their surplus provisions, 
or on which he himself could send them with his produce, to 
market, without the imminent risk of their being seized by the 
marshall. This exemption, as it respects slaves, is extended, 
by the Act of last session, to Saturday as well . as Sunday. 
Now this exemption, which the West Indians would represent 
to be intended as a boon to the slave, is in fact a still greater 
boon to the master. It is the master's property in the slave, 
and that alone, which this law protects ; and it is against the 
effect of the master's insolvency, and not against that of liie 
slave, that it guards. The Act is as follows:— ''Whereas, 
in these times of general distress, many planters are greatly 
indebted, and by reason of such debts are unable to allow their 
slaves to go abroad upon any other than the Sabbath-day ; 
and whereas it is expedient to render the Sabbath as much 
as possible a day of rest, and for religious worship ; and 
whereas it would be right and proper that slaves should be 
protected in some other day in the week, beside Sunday, from 
being taken or levied upon for debt, under any process issuing 
out of any of the courts of justice in this island, or by collect- 
ing constables for taxes; it is therefore enacted, That« from 
and after the 1st day of January next, it shall not be lawful 
to make any levy upon any Negro, or other slave, on Saturday; 
and that they shall be exempt from all such process, and also 
from levies by collecting constables, on that day, the same as 
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. on Sanday.'^' (A. p. 12.) The planters of Jamaioay therefore, 
have in fact availed themselves of the clamour for reform to 
raise additional barriers against their creditors, by an Act 
which, vre admit, to a certain degree protects the slave also, 
bat which, at the same time, does so no farther than the 
planters shall please. The slave cannot legally pass the 
bounds of his master*s estate without his written permission. 

The other Act, for which the legislature of Jamaica desire 
credit, is one for ''removing Impediments to the Manumission 
. of Slaves by Owners having only a limited Interest,** (A. p. 13) 
—•not for removing impediments in the way of the slave who 
wishes to obtain his freedom, but in the way of the master 
who, from interest or favour, may wish to give it. This vaunt* 
ed Act, therefore, goes no farther than the point at which 
the' planters of Demarara are resolved to stop, if they can 
prevail on Lord Bathurst to permit them to do so. (see p. 43.) 

At the close of the session, a Report was made to the 
House of Assembly, by a Secret Committee ^' appointed to 
inquire into the rise, progress, and means used to suppress 
the late disturbances ; and whether any and what Negroes 
have behaved themselves faithfully and meritoriously, to their 
owners and the public, during such disturbances; and whether 
any of them deserve rewards for the same." (A* p. 15.) 
This Report contains matter welt worthy of notice. It begins 
with enumerating the different disturbances among the slaves 
which had taken place — namely, in St. Mary's, St. George's, 
St. James's, and Hanover. Each of these, it is asserted, had 
for its object, on the part of the slaves, to. obtain their freedom, 
and to destroy the White inhabitants. These disturbances, 
it is further affirmed, did not originate in any cruel treat* 
ment or privation which the slaves experienced ; the 
very insurgents themselves declaring, at the place of 
execution, that they were contented and happy till they im- 
bibed the notion that the King and Wilberforce had made 
them free"*; — an idea which is said to pervade the island. 



* This statement is wholly nnfounded, at least as It respects the persons 
executed in St. Mary's and St Oeorge's ; no allusion whatever to any con- 
fession of the kind having appeared in the newspapers of the island, or 
being to be foiind in the report of the trials . 

H 



so 3AMAlCA''^roceedings pfthe ossemM^. 

and to have taken full possession of the Negro mind ; pro- 
dacing a totally altered behaviour, exclnding the former feel- 
ings of subjection, and of respect and affection for their 
masters, whom they now regard as their bitterest enemies. 
These evils the Committee affirm to have been aggravated 
by the frequent renewal of discussions in the British Parlia- 
ment respecting slavery ; the effect of all which, they predict, , 
will be, that a (lame will be kindled, which, if ever extin- 
guished, will only be quenched in blood. This istate of things 
is represented by the Committee as forcing the master to 
relinguish all attempts .to ameliorate the condition of his 
slaves, lest they should be regarded as compulsory, wad thus 
excite feelings of triumph in the Negro bosom. They depre- 
cate, therefore, as impolitic, the discussion at this particular 
season of any question Relative to the slave code ;*^-a view of 
the subject which appears to them to be greatly strengthened, 
in the case of Jamaica, by the proximity and the circumstances 
of Hayti. The Qost caused^ by the late disturbances they 
state to have amounted to 15,270/. 32s. ll^d. This expense, 
occasioned entirely by the agitation of the question of slavery 
by Mr. Buxton, they think oug^t to be defrayed by the 
mother country; and they therefore recommend that an 
application should be made to the British Government, to 
reimburse the island for the expense already sustained, as 
well as amply to indemnify it against future losses. l*he 
Committee go on to recommend that freedom should be 
given to certain slaves, and pecuniary reward to certain free 
Persons of Colour, who had rendered essential services to the 
island by the discoveries they had made, and the evidence 
they had given, respecting the different insurrections. Tw6, 
however, of those witnesses, on whose unsupported testimony 
many of the alleged insurgents had been convicted and 
hanged, or transported, Charles Mack and John Baptiste 
Corberand, and to whom freedom and reward had been pro- 
mised — these two witnesses, notwithstanding their signal and 
efficient services, the Committee recommend to be sent off 
the island, '' as persons of a most dangerous character to 
remain at large in this colony." The Report thus concludes: 
** The Committee cannot draw this Report to a conohision, 
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without bestowing its meed of praise on the zeal and alacrity 
ahewn by the Regulars in Hanover, and, by the Militia 
regiments throughout the disturbed districts, both by the 
Whites and free People of Colour, The conduct of the 
latter evinced a warm interest in the welfare of the colony, 
and every way identified them with those who are the most 
zealous promoters of its internal security, And the Com- 
mittee also think it right to notice the good conduct of the 
Maroons in Charlestown, St. George's." 

Such is the Secret Report of the Assembly*, on which 
we proceed to make a few brief observations, 

1. With respect td the alleged disturbances, our conviction, 
after a careful perusal of the whole of the evidence^ is, that 
no design of insurrection or rebellion was formed by the 
Negroes, in any of the cases specified in this Report. This 
we hope hereafter to prove. In the mean time it is obvious 
to ' remark, that, in the then existing state of the question 
respecting the reform of the slave system, notbiDg could have 
oocurredmoreseasonably,for the purpose of exciting prejudice 
against the measures of the abolitionists, than the discovery 
of an insurrection. It was impossible not to perceive that 
this was the very thing wanted to produce exasperation in 
the colonies, and a strong disinclination to interference at 
home. It had been affirmed by the colonists, that insurrection 
would inevitably follow the agitation of thi^ question : their 
representations, they naturally felt, would have been dis- 
credited, and the efforts of the abolitionists encouraged, had 
ibis confident prediction been falsified. Any one, therefore, 
who might be unprincipled enough to pander to the eager 
appetite for plots and conspiracies naturally, prevailing among 
the colonists at such a time, was sure to reap advantage from 
occupying himself in their fabrication. It is not in Jamaica 
ajione that sucilf a result was to be apprehended : the history 
of England sufficiently illustrates the dangers of this kind 
which never fail to attend an extremely agitated state of the 



* >The examinations and evidence taken by this Committee were ordered 
to be deposited witii the Cleric of tlie House. We trnst they will be moved 
for in Parliament. 
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public mind. No one will argue that a Titus Oates could 
find credit only in England ; or that the delusion of feigned 
plots might not^ in certain circumstances, be found as strong 
in Jamaica as it ever was amongst ourselves. Alarm once 
excited, all calm consideration of the reasonableness of the 
alarm is at end. Fear is the natural passion of the tyrant, 
and cruelty the never-failing effect of its unrestrained operas- 
tion. Rumours of the most extravagant kind gain instant 
belief. Suspicions light as air are converted into irrefragable 
proofs. The danger is assumed to be unquestionable ; and 
he who affects to doubt it, runs the risk of being deemed a 
traitor to his caste and country. In such a state of things, 
the man who comes forward with details, however improbable, 
which are confirmatory of the prevailing apprehension, and 
which open a prospect of satiating the hatred and lust of 
vengeance generally felt towards the supposed conspirators, 
is hailed as a deliverer. No reward is thought too great for 
his deserts. Let him but reveal a plot, and name the plotters, 
and he is sure of universal credit and universal favour. To 
accuse, in such a case, is to condemn ; and to the impatient 
alarmists,' who feel as if the knife was at their own throats, 
even West-Indian Justice will seem tardy, and appear to limp 
in her progress to the gibbet-^the only consummation which 
is thought of, for one moment, especially in the case of Black 
men who have dared to " imagine the death of a White." If 
these observations are kept in mind, they will sufficiently 
explain all the phenomena of the trials and executions which 
have disgraced this part of his Majesty's dominions during 
the period to which the Jamaica Report refers. To the details ' 
of those trials we will come hereafter. 

2. Whether the conspiracies, of which the Report speaks, 
were real or not, it is obvious that they would be equally^ and 
as a matter of course, referred by the planters to one cause, 
namely, the agitation of the question of slavery in the British 
Parliament. To bring the past efforts of the abolitionists into 
dbrepute, and to prevent their being renewed, by represent- 
ing them as productive of blood and devastation, had been 
the uniform policy of the holders of slaves from the year 1787 

^he present hour^ It had been long their grand weapon of 
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defence agdnst the inroads of justice and humanity, and had 
so often proved successful, in thoroughly alarming the timid 
and the ignorant, and in relaxing the efforts of benevolence 
itself, that any one might have predicted, \rith absolute cer- 
tainty, that it would have been resorted to on the renewed 
agitation of this great question. In one of the first publica- 
tions of the Anti-slavery Society* (the Appendix to the Debate 
of the 15th of May 1823, p. 227) allusion was distinctly 
made to the alarms, which would not fail to be sedulously 
created by means of rumours of apprehended or of actual in- 
surrection — rumours quite familiar to all who lived during the 
slave-trade controversy. There was then a regular importa- 
tion of them from time to time ; so it was foretold it would be 
again. The prediction has been verified; and all the new 
plots which have been got up, have issued, like the old, in the 
destruction, not of any White life, but of Black lives in 
great abundance. 

3. But, supposing the danger from such discussions to be 
as great as the planters represent them to be (a supposition 
which their own conduct altogether contradicts), what is their 
obvious policy, and the obvious policy of this country ? Is it 
not to put a speedy end to a state of things so fearfully preg- 
tiant with alarm ; which cannot even be approached without 
the risk of explosion ; which cannot be' spoken of, even in a 
whisper, without involving rebellion and massacre? The 
planters think differently. They make the very existence of 
such dangers the special ground for determining to perpetuate 
the abuses and evils which cause them. They will not ame- 
liorate the condition of their slaves : they will not even take 
those steps which ** prudence and humanity might suggest'^ 
to that end, lest they should give a triumph to the Negro 
mind. (A. p. 16.) But why, it may be asked, did they not 
of themselve^ake these steps, when, according to their own 
shewing, they might have been taken with safety? The fact 
is, the colonists never have taken, and they never will take, 
one step in the career of reform, but as they are driven to it by 
the dread of the interference of the supreme authority of the 
state ; and even then what they do will be wholly inoperative. 

4* The Assembly proposes that this country should reim- 
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burse to tbem the cost of suppressing the distarbances that 
have taken place* It is to be hoped that tbey will bring this 
proposition regularly before Parliament. There will then be 
an opportunity of discussing the whole case on its merits ; of 
ascertaining the grounds on which so niany of our fellow - 
creatures have been put to death or transported ; and of ex-^ 
posing to public view those outrages on all law and justice, 
denominated trials, which, in the name of the King, have 
been perpetrated in Jamaica. 

5. It seems to be assumed by the Assembly of Jamaica as 
a maxim in jurisprudence, that the witnesses of plots are to 
be rewarded for their testimony'*^. All (with the exception of 
two) who have given evidence against the alleged conspi* 
raters, are to be rewarded — the slaves with freedom ; the free 
with money. The practice of thus remunerating witnesses 
ctfter they have given their testimony, is sufficiently objection- 
able ; but if it shall appear that the principle has been acted 
upon of promising this remuneration beforehand, then it can- 
i^ot be denied that justice has been corrupted at its very source. 
This point will be exemplified hereafter. With respect to the 
two individuals who, instead of being rewarded for the evi- 
dence they gave, according to the promise made to them, are 
to be transported for life as dangerous characters, it will pro- 
bably be found that they are thus punished instead of being 
rewarded, because, by their subsequent prevarications and 
inconsistencies, they have completely damnified the evidence 
they had previously given, and on which so many individuals 
had beeU; unjustly condemned and executed'. Possibly, also, 
it may be discoyered hereafter, that it was highly expedient 
to have these men removed out of the way, lest, in the case 
of an investigation, by Commission or otherwise, the whole 
of the alleged plots, a part of which they had been the instru- 
ments of fabricating, should be exposed in all tlfeir fraud and 
falsehood to the public reprobation. 

6. The merited compliment paid to the People of Colour 
will be adverted to when we come to that part of these papers 
which respects the unjust arrest and deportation of Leoesne 
and Escoffery. 

* This maxlm^ as we have seeu, is law iu Barbadoes. (supra, p. fS.) 



i AM AiCA-^trui/ 0f ittsurgmls : Saint Marff*$. 55 

^<e «ome bow to the trials wUcii took place in Jamaica 
i»f ilaves aocased of insinrrection. The first occurred in St. 
Mary's, in the month of Deceauber 1828 (seo £. pp. S7-^«45). 
On the evening of the 16di, aibont ^bt o'clock, a Mr. 
Roberts, residiBg in Port Miuria, was told, by a Negro boy of 
the name of William who waited upon him, that he had learnt 
froln his father, James Sterling— a slave on Frontier estate, 
belonging to Archibald Sterling, £sq.--that ** they would 
have a bad Christmas," as the Negroes were going to rise and 
murder die Whites. In consequence of this information, 
James Sterling and seven other slaves were apprehended and 
put upon their trial, which took place at the court-honse of 
the parish on the 19th, ^' i thought it my duty," observes the 
Hon. Henry Cox, one of the magistrates, who acted as a judge 
on the occasion, in a letter to the Governor's secretary, dated 
the 20th December — ** I thought it my duty to insist on the 
in'agistarates trying the Negroes that had been taken, immeA- 
ately, and to send their trial and sentence express ; ias it will, 
in my opinion, be highly important for the safety of Ae 
parish, and probably of the island, that they should be. executed 
brfore thehoHdays^ as an example to the other Negroes, and 
te prevent the danger of an escape, or an attempt to release 
them." " I have tdcen up and issued orders for the capture 
of every Negro against whom there is thefeos^ auqiiicion, and 
shall try all, or any of thmn, as soon as I think I have suffi- 
cient evidence to convict them. Some Negro-houses have 
been searched ,* but as no arms ofany^kindhave been found in ^ 
lliem, it appeared that the Negroes had taken the alann, and 
it would be harassing the men to no purpose to continue the 
search*." 

But, to come to the trials. The following is the account 
given of the trial of James Sterling, the Negro already named, 

* 8Dch was the state of fetiUng, sot merely. in the White commaalty at 
huge, or in the jury impanelled to try the prisoners, bat in a Judge, who 
was bound to see impartial justice ddne in a case so likely to excite an un- 
duly adf erse leaning in the public mind. The charge brought against the 
prisoners was- rebellion and rebellious conspiracy. No eonnsel was assigned 
to them— no time was allowed them to:prepare their defence. Tliey were 
arrested on the 17th; on the 19th they were tried for their lives and oon- 
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the father of William the informant There does not apfliear 
to have been any regular indictment drawn up on the occa- 
sion. He was charged ** with being concerned in rebellions 
conspiracies, and committing other crimes, to the ruin and 
destruction of the White people and others in this island ; and 
for causing, exciting, and promoting others to aid and assist 
therein;" and with entering into and being concerned ''in 
rebellion, or rebellious conspiracy to commit murder, felony, 
burglary, robbery, and to set fire to certain houses and out- 
houses, and to compass and imagine the death of the White 
people of the parish of St. Mary's." 

To these charges the prisoner pleaded not guilty. The 
following is the evidence, verbatim, as it appears in the papers 
transmitted from Jamaica. 

** Ned, to James Walker, Esq., being admonished to 
speak the truth "-^not sworn)—'' says he knows the prisoner; 
his former name was Joe. Last Saturday week " (6th Dec), 
" about eight o'clock in the evening, was going to Frontier'' 
(the estate to which the prisoner belonged) " for water ; just 
between the bridge and the spring saw prisoner and five 
others : as he came up they were talking : he heard what 
they said ; they were going to rise at Christmas. Witness 
said they were talking bad words, and asked if they did not 
hear that guard was to be kept at Christmas. They then 
said they would change the day to Wednesday or Thursday 
this week " (the 17th or 18th), " being full moon. They said 
they would set fire to Frontier trash-house, and kill all 
White people ; and then come in the bay, and rise on the 



demned to die; aod on tbe 24th they are executed ; it being '< highly im- 
portant,'' in the opinion of their Judge, ^ that they shonld be executed 
before the holidays, as an example to th« other Negroes." The news of the 
plot too, he might have added, would just be in time for the meeting of 
Parliament; — Bnt, amid all the alarm which prevails for the safety of the 
parish, and even of the Island, not a single stand of arms is to be found. 
* This circumstance, however, Instead of raising a suspicion in the mind of 
the worthy magistrate that there had been in fact no rebellious conspiracy 
whatever,' seems to have led him to the conclusion that the Negroes had 
taken the alarm and hid them ; and this^ too, without the very aligbtest 
shadow of proof. 
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geHtlemen and kill them, and take the bay to themselves* 
They were to set fire to the boiling-house and other houses* 
Prisoner bad a cutlass, which he flourished, saying, that was; 
the way he was going to serve Buckras " (i. e. White men)*. 
** William, to A. J. Roberts, Esq., being ieidmonished to 
i^peak the truth"— (not sworn) — ** says he went to his father the 
prisoner's house, who told him the Negroes were going to rise, 
and he, witness, must take care of himself, and keep out of the 
way, in case he should be hurt, because they would kill every 
body. His master (Mr. Roberts) asked the witness if be 
thought the Negroes would kill him ; be said he did not 
think so, but advised him to go on board ship. His master 
asked him if he would not be safe if he went to the fort, or to 
Mr. Beard's ; he (witness) said no, he had better go on board 

: 1 , ■ . 

* The testimony of Ned bears fabrication on its face. He representa 
these dangerous conspirators as talking on the highway, at an hour 
when it inust have been perfectly dark, so as to be overheard by 
every casual passenger; and in that position they discuss aloud their 
whole plan, and even change the day of its execution on the suggestion of 
a person accidentally joining them. Never, we will venture to say, were 
conspirators more guiltless of danger, either to the parish or to the island, 
than those of St. Mary's. But who is this witness ? We learn from the 
Jamaica newspapers of the day, that he was one of the persons pointed 
out in the first instance by the boy William as implicated in the conspi- 
racy. '* Ned,** the newspapers relate, '* was apprehended, and brought 
before the magistrates, and the boy kept away. He denied the thing 
until the boy was brought as evidence to his face. He the\received a pro- 
mise of pardon and <(f hii freedom to discover the whole, and then deposed" to 
the effect stated above. 

In the Report of the Secret Committee of the House of Assembly, it is 
recommended to the House to ** reimburse to the parish of St. Mary's the 
$nm of 376/. paid by them for the manumission of certain slaves who ren- 
dered essential service by the discoveries which they made." One of 
these was Ned, who, it seems, had the promise of his manumission, if we 
may believe the accounts from the spot at the time, btfore he made any 
discovery whatever. 4f^er that promise, and the assurance of his own 
immunity, he seems to have become willing without hesitation to confirm 
William's story. A current report is-^we by no means vouch for its 
truth — that Ned was subjected in the first instance to the torture of the 
thumb-screw, without its succeeding to wring from him any admission of 
his knowledge of a conspiracy ; but that, when the mode of attack was 
changed, and the offer of pardon and freedom substituted for the thumb- 
screw, he no lon^r scrupled to testify to the truth of William's accusa- 
tion — who also had his freedom held out to him in prospect. 

I 
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ship^ as the Negroes were to walk all about. He did not see 
his father among the Negroes. When ^ed was with him, 
there were men and women : the men had a number of cut- 
lasses floarisbing*. 

** Mary, to George Merrilees, Esq. ; is a native of St. Do- 
mingo ; sworn — (she was very anwiliing to kiss the book, and 
gave her evidence most relactantly)-— says she knew pri* 
soner ; has seen him at her husband's bonsef. He came there 
the other night ; he said he would. Witness saw him have 
a gun by his side : did not hear that prisoner was to join 
Charles Watson : saw the gun in her husband's house ; is the 
same as a soldier's gnn» with a bayonet. After her husband 
struck a light and loaded the gun, did not see who he gave it 
to. The night the prisoner had the gun, was the night the 
guards were fixed. Same time prisoner bf ought some bot- 
tles, he took away the gun.' The gun prisoner had by his 
side was the same her husband had in his house |. 

*^ Andrew J. Roberts sworn : saith that on Monday night 
last, about eight o'clock, he scolded his Negro boy William 

«ii^-— —— ■ ■ ■ ii^i».r—i I ■ ■ ■■■■ a III , n I II 111 I » ,.mvaa^P«V^>»IWa_^ 

* Here we have .a soo, a mere yonth, brought forward to convict his 
father of a capital crime; which capital crime is to be inferred from some 
loose conversation stated to have passed between the son and the father^ 
whom, however, the son states he did not see among the Negr^s. Ned, 
however, says he saw hlui there, with five others, who, it appears from the 
other trials, were all men, William, on the contrary, states, that, while Ned 
was with him, he saw both men and women, and a number of cutlasses 6oq- 
rishing. Ned testifies to his having seen the conspirators only once : so 
that it must have been, if at all, on the occasion on which William saw him 
there, that he was present; and yet, on all the triaU,he states that when he 
was there, there were only six men present; and only two cutlauea flourish* 
ing— (see his evidence on the trial of William Montgomery, Ricliard Cosley, 
Rodney Wellington, and Morrice Henry, p. 42). — What can be more loose 
and disjointed than such testimony ? Mnch of William's evidence also re- 
lates in no way to the prisoner, but is the mere statement of a gossipping con- 
versation between himself and his master, who appears to no great advan- 
tage in this strange colloquy with his slave. William, too, is one of those 
who were manumitted for their discoveries : his freedom was the blood* 
money paid him for his father's life. 

t Her husband, Henry Nibbs, was tried immediately after James Sterling, 
and was condemned to death, chiefly.on this soman's (bis wife's) testimony. 
It does not dearly appear whether she was one of those who earned her 
freedom by her evidence, but it is probable she was. 

t Supposing all this testimony to have been perfectly correct, yet what 
does it prove in the way of rebellions conspiracy ? Absolutely nothing : 
nav. it actually negatives the charge. 
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for not g0ttiiig his frocks, and asked him how he would ap- 
pear to follow him aboat at Christmas. William said, 
' Massa, yon will have bad Christmas.' Witness said, For 
what, are the Negroes going to rise t He said, yes, his fa- 
ther told him so* Witness asked him if be had seen the 
Negroes meeting. He said, yes, two times ; bat that his 
father told him more than he knew at the meeting. Witness 
asked him if any of his Negroes were among them ; said, he 
believed Greorge was. Witness asked if any more Bay Ne- 
groes: he said, yes, Mr. Walker's Ned and Douglas. 
Witness asked, if he thought they were going to kill all 
the Buckras (Whites) : said, his father told him so. Wit- 
ness then asked him what he must do ; should he go to 
Kingston or Spanish-town ? He answered, no, Negroes 
would walk all about the country. Witness asked, if he should 
pack up his books and go to the fort, or Mr. Beard's, would 
he be safe ? He said, no, Negroes would walk all about, and 
Wentworth Negroes would rise the same as Frontier. Wit- 
ness asked if they would kill every body ? He answered, yes, 
every body ; and advised witness and Captain Barton to go 
on board of ship, and take him with them ; would not be safe 
any where else*." 

'' The prisoner, in his defence, said he thought his son 
William was a run-away, and scolded himf. He, prisoner, 
alwayift attended his work. His master always supplied him 
with clothes and victuals, as he was an old man." — The jury 
found him guilty, and the court passed the following sentence : 
** lliat you, James Steriing, be hanged by the neck till you 
are dead." 

Now let the whole of this evidence be calmly considered 

by any lawyer, and to what will it be found to amount ? To 

■ "■■■- ■ ■ - — ^— — '^ * _____ I . __ ^ ^ 

* Such a Une.of evidence as this, in proof of a capital charge, we will 
venture to say is quite unparalleled, even on the trial of the Missionary 
Smith : it does not approach the prisoner in the slightest degree. Mr. Ro- 
berts also seems to have been wonderfhlly dependent for counsel and direc- 
tion on his Negro boy William, whom he consults as quite oracular. 

f The boy had been chided by his father, and may have resented it. He 
bad been scolded by his master, and may have been threatened with pn- 
aishment which the mention of a plot might avert. These circnmstanees 
afforded at least groondg of suspicion, and should have led to an anxious 
cross-examination. 
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rebellion, or rebellious conspiracy, or marder, or felony, or 
burglary, qr robbery, or setting fire to houses, or out-hoases, 
or compassing or imagining the death of any human beings ? 
Certainly to nothing of the kind, even if the whole of the 
evidence should be received as true. To James Sterling no- 
thing, absolutely nothing, is brought home, of any of the 
charges preferred against him. No unprejudiced man could 
read the evidence without instantly pronouncing a verdict of 
not guilty. Nay, not only are the charges not proved, but 
they are absolutely disproved ; they are divested qf every 
vestige of probability. But when to the impression arising- 
from the evidence, we add the consideration of the tempta- 
tion held out to the witnesses ; the breathless impatience ma- 
nifested to try, condemn, and execute ; and the circumstance 
that a son is made the instrument of bringing bis father to the 
gallows, we may well stand aghast at the awful aspect which 
criminal justice wears in Jamaica. 

But even James Sterling's trial is not half so discreditable 
to the judicial administration of St. Mary's, as that of Henry 
Nibbs, who is hanged chiefly on the evidence of bis wife 
Mary. In this case, indeed, there are three or four other 
witnesses produced, who, though their teistimony does not go 
to establish a single charge preferred against the prisoner, yet 
may have appeared to make up in number what they wanted 
in weight. But on the trial of one of the alleged conspira- 
tors, Charles Watson, there is positively no witness but one, 
and that one the woman whose evidence hangs her hus- 
band. The evidence against Charles Watson is thus given. 
'' Witness's husband had two guns, one of which he gave to 
prisoner Friday week. Prisoner toldr witness, Negroes were 
going to rise at Christmas, and burn Frontier trash-house, 
and go down to the bay and set fire to the houses, and kill 
Buckras. Prisoner told her so in the house, and said some 
of the Fi'ontier Negroes were good, and some deceitful : he 
meant by that, that he could not trust them with a secret. 
Prisoner said Negroes would rise at full of moon. They 
changed from Christmas to full of moon, because guard was 
fixed for Christmas. Prisoner said that they would rise on 
Wednesday night, and, if prevented then, on Thursday night ; 
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and, after burning the baildings, take the country to them- 
selves ; and that Nibbs (her husband) would go to Frontier to 
lend a hand. Did not hear who was to be head-man. They 
were to begin by burning the trash-house at Frontier, and 
come down on the bay softly. He said they wopid come on 
the bay^ raise a mob, and kill the White people. Nobody 
present but witness, her husband, and prisoner*. Prisoner 
asked, what made him say what he did. She answered, he 
said it because they were all to be free." 

On the vague and unsupported evidence of this unhappy 
woman (rewarded, we presume, with freedom for her evi- 
dence) was Charles Watson found guilty by the jury, and 
condemned to be hung. 

Four more were on the same day condemned to the same 
death on similar testimony. William, the discoverer of the 
whole, gave on this occasion a very remarkable testimony. 
.Of the four, he said he knew only three; these he saw with 
cutlasses, flourishing them : he heard them talking, bni did not 
hear what they said. Ned and Douglas, he added, were 
mth him. Plenty of women were there. Thought, by 
.flourishing their cutlasses, and from what his father told him, 
they were going to cut off Buckras' heads. 

On such evidence as has been detailed were eight human 
beings condemned to die ; and the Governor of Jamaica, after 
perusing that evidence, confirmed the sentence, and issued 
the fatal warrant for their immediate •execution. They were 
accordingly executed on the 34th of December, as the Hon. 
Henry Cox, in a letter dated the 25th, informs the Governor, 
*' with all due solemnity and decorum." He adds, '* Only 
one of the wretches f confessed to the Rev. Mr. Girod that 



, * She was pretty secure, therefore, against contradiction. 

t This kind of langQage, applied to men who had just been suffering the 
last extremity of colonial justice, indicates the spirit which actuated even ' 
their judges. What would have been thought of an official letter, addressed 
by one of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, announcing, in terms ^like these, the 
execution of Thistlewood and his associates ? We learn, from the Jamaica 
newspapers, that the individual who is here said to have made a confession 
to Mr. Girod, was Richard Cosley. Now, on looking into the evidence, 
there does not appear to have been a single tittle of it brought home to him 
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it was tb^r intention to have burnt Frontier works and Port 
Maria, and killed the Whites ; bnt none would mentten any 
other Negroes concerned with them, or shew any syn^ptoms 
of religion or repentance. They all declared they wonld die 
like men, and met their fate with perfect indiffierenee.'' 
<E. p.44.) 

Snch are the parficniars of the formidable insnrrection in 
St. Mary's, and of the sweeping and summary esLecations 
which avenged it. No act of violence whatever had been 
oommitted. Not a single weapon of any kind was foand in 
the possession, or in the houses, of the convicts, or In the 
bouses of any other of the slaves. One or twogans,and a tittle 
gunpowder, had been seen in the possession of Henry Nibbs 
by his wife, which he might have had for the purpose of kill- 
ing game; and this appears to have been the total amount of 
warlike preparation that had been made for overthrowing tbe 
government of Jamaica, taking the fort at Port Maria, and 
exterminating the Whites of St. Mary's. Some persons ninat 
have felt how very inadequate the evidence was to support 
such a case as this. On the day following the execotien, 
therefore, a Mr. Richard' Gordon, overseer of Tremolesworth, 
is induced to file an affidavit, intended to satisfy any doubt 
that might arise as to whether there really had been a conspi- 
racy wUoh justified such prodigality of blood. Mr, Gordon 
gravely swears, '*That on Wednesday night, the L7th Decem- 
ber, lying awake, about twelve o'clock, he beard the report of 
a musket ; he got up^ and, on potting his head out of the win- 
dow, he heardhorns blowing. He got up, dressed, and took a 



by any one of tlie witnesses. He is one of tbe four wbo were tried together. 
Not one of the witnesses mentions him, excepting Ned, who merely says be 
saw him with the others. No one else appears to have seen him, or known 
him. It would be importaivt, therefore, to have Had the notes of this man's 
eonfession to the Rev. Mr; Girod prodneed.— A person, who wa§ present at 
the execation of these men, has stated that pardon was offered on the scaf. 
fold to snch of them as would acknowledge their guilt and discover their 
accomplices, but that they, one and all, persisted in protesting their inno- 
cence, and positively refused to save their lives by criminafing other per. 
sons, of whose guilt tfiey abjured alleognisance.-^The valne of these eight 
pfTSoiis was assessed by thejnvy, and paid to their owners, at prices va- 
rying from 601, to tOO^. currency, bnt amounting, in all, to 656/. or about 
406/. sterling. 



sttbre. On looking at his wiitoh^ he fwmi it was half past 
twelve. Went oat to the back door, and heard six different 
tones, or sounds, of a horn, in the direction of Nonsncfa. Walk^ 
ed into the garden ; was there aboat an hour. Two Negroes 
ia cietm frocks passed np the road*^ ; they went op a small dis- 
tance; heard the door of a Negro-house open, and saw the 
Negroes retarniDg. They appeared to* meet other people* 
Tbey were so near him, whispering in conversation, he beard 
a voice say, ^ It is no ase, it is no ase.' Tbej' then went 
down the road. The rain set in, and he did not again hear 
the horns. They eontinoed blowing aboat two hoars in all, 
from about half past twelve to hiflf past two o'clock; Before 
going to bed, about nine o'clock, heard five r^orts of guns in 
the direction of Nonsuch." (E. p. 40.) 

In what a state of morbid exeitement most the minds of 
the gpood people of Jamaica, high and low, have been, to con- 
vert stuff such as this into an o^oial doooment furnishing 
evidence of insurrectiou! 

A very striking proof of the extreme susceptibility of the 
public mind in that island, for some time pre^^ious to the 
i^ir of St. Mary's, may be deduced from a letter officially 
ad^essed by a magistrate of St. James's, Mr. S. Vanghan, to 
the Governor's secretary. It is dated the 9th October 1828, 
and evinces the eager appetite which had already, been ex-« 
cited for something in the shape of a plot. '^ It appears,'* 
says Mr. Vanghan, '* that there is a general expectation 
ameng the Negroes' of freedom being given shortly by Go- 
vernment at home. Tie Negroes are every where betavimg 
well, and perform their work as usuuli but slill entertain this 
belief. The.gronnds on wbifh I have formed this opinion I 
shall now give. — 

'* I. Mrs. Fowler saw many strange Negroes,, who talked 
fireely with her that they were soon to be free. 

^* 2. Eliza Tucker hired a man on his own day, who talked, 
much of this free, but said^ he did hot like it, for many Negroes 
would be idle, and quarrel and fight, as in Gniaea country,, and. 
who was then to give clothes, fish, &;c. 

'* 3» The book-keeper on Caledonia estate heard a N^ro 

* H« could see, at midniglttv that their freeks were dean ! 
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compl&io of tfaeir baying Satarday8tQpped(always iiioreda3rs mnr 
given them than the law requires); when anotber.said, J^ever 
mind, they would soon have Friday also ; on which a third tdd 
him to hold his tongue, for they would soon be free altogether.- 

*^ 4. Mr. Williams stated, as a report, of soine Negroesi 
saying that it was long in coming,. and if it did not coitae soon- 
they would take it, or'to this effect. . . _ 

'* 5. Mr. Moore mentioned two Negroes had gone to two 
overseers to ask when this free was to take place. This he. 
had been informed of. 

^'6. The overseer of Bigland said the Negroes talked in the^ 
&M, that, if they behaved ^ell, they were sopn to be free* < 

'< 7. Mr. Walter Murray beard that theNegrbes at George's 
Plain had said, on the. arrival of the. last packet, they would 
wait till next packet ; and that Mr. Mason, of St James's,. had 
beard very similar expressions, nearly in the same words*-t*both> 
alluding to the freedom in question." 

Such being the feeling of wakeful jealousy and suspicion 
in the mind of one of the chief magistrates of St. James's, it 
might be presumed that a plot would sooner or later develop 
itself more distinctly. Accordingly, in two or three months 
these various floating rumours had acquired sufficient consis*- 
tency to lead to meetings of magistrates and examinations ; 
and two free Persons of Colour, named Bartibo, and a slave, 
named Goldring, .at last came forward to state that they had 
been at a festive meeting of Negroes, where they had heard it 
said, that, if liiey did not getFriday and Saturday, or their free-, 
dom, they would rise; and where Mr.Wilberforce^s health was 
drank with hurrahs (p. 47). After ten days, however, spent in. 
examinations and in the eager pursuit of every idle rumour, 
and after having taken up and committed a number of slaves 
on suspicion, the magistrates, on the 29th December 1828, 
were of opinion,, that ** though the evidence before them proves 
that s6me mischief had been' intended," they did not recom- 
mend any trial at present. The slaves supposed to be 
implicated in the conspiracy were nevertheless kept in close 
confinement ; and the same persons who originally gave 
information continued to be examined aind re-examined, 
their statements meanwhile improving gradually iq fearful 
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kiiportaiice> by the iavention from time to time of additional 
•oircamatancesy until at length the affair had acquired the 
soUdity and consistency of a regdar plot; and. on the 28th 
Janoarj 1824 it was thought expedient, by Mh Vaughan and 
some of his brother magistrates, to proceed to the trial of the 
supposed conspirators. FouHeen indiTiduals, thirteen men 
and one woman, almost all belonging to Mr. Galloway's 
estate of Unity Hall^ and Mr. Kerr's estate of Spring 
Oarden, were arraigned for conspiring together, and with 
other slaves, to enter into a rebellious conspiracy for obti^ning, 
by force and violence, and by acts of resistance to the lawful 
authorities, the freedom of themselves and others, against the 
peace of the King, his crown and dignity ; and for having 
attended a meeting for. the unlawful and dangerous purpose 
of exciting, encouraging, and maintaining each other in this 
rebellious .conspiracy, &c. The prisoners all pleaded not 
guUty. 

The only evidence against them, of the very slightest force, 
was that of the three men, Peter and Robert Bartibo, and 
Goldriog, who are declared by the Jamaica Assembly (A. p. 18) 
to be severally entitled to rewards for the information which 
they gave of the conspiracy. The temptation presented to 
these individuals to pursue the trade of plot-making, is very 
ibrcibly pointed out in one part of the evidence. A. very re- 
spectable and intelligent female, a confidential ^slave of Mr. 
Galloway's, who had been eleven years with him as a ser- 
vant m England, and evidently much attached to him and 
his interests, <$f the nande of Jane M' Donald, having been 
called as. a witness for the prosecution, gave the following 
evidence respecting a conversation she had had with one 
Bessy Bartibo, a sister of the two informers. Jane M'Do- 
nald r€tiiarked« with some emotion, what a hard thing it 
was for' a person (alluding to one of the prisoners) for a little 
merriment to be taken up in that manner, though guilty of 
nothing : on which Bessy Bartibo said to her, ** Don't you 
hear that if any free people bring out such a thing as. this« 
they will have maintenance for life ; and if slaves, they are to 
be free, and have a house and land for their life-time ? " (p. 75.) 

But the testimony even of the Bartiboes and Goldriog does 

K 
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not prove any thiDg beyond that idle conversation which wses 
very likely to take place at a Negro merry-making, and espe- 
cially where no harm was really intended — saving perhaps the 
crime of drinking Mr. Wilberforce's health, which appears to 
have been considered as the most serioas part of the rebellion. 
But even to the commission of this overt act. of treason by any 
of the prisoners, there is only one witness, Robert Bartibo. 
He alone heard this dangerous and inflammatory toast : neither 
his brother nor Goldring heard it, and some others who were 
present positively deny the fact* But, independently of the 
criminality of this wicked and insurrectionary toast, overheard 
only by one man, panting for the reward of such a notable 
disclosure, what is there to inculpate these poor creatures ? 
Nothing but the idlest tattle. Even Robert Bartibo, though 
evidently disposed to go to all lengths, in order to satisfy 
the prevailing appetite for plots, can frame no better a con- 
spiracy than is conveyed in the following statement. — There 
was a dance in the houses of one or two of the Negroes at 
Unity Hall. Robert Bartibo was there — not an invited 
guest, but an intruder, and sitting on a bench outside the house. 
He swore he . there overheard the following conversation : 
" Trelawney* said, he heard they would get free, else Fri- 
day and Saturday. William Stennett said, he had heard so, 
but he did not look for no free, nor Friday and Saturday : since 
he got his cloth and fish he did not care for it : that was all he 
wanted. Trelawney said they would get free, else Friday and 
Saturday ; and if they did not get it, they would rise at Christ- 
mas ; and that, when they got free, he would bot live in such 
small houses, but would have his master's great house ; and 
that he and the White people would be on a footing then. 
-William Stennett said, that, if they got free, the White people 
would hire them to cut canes. This was in Cunningham's 
house,, when Philip Haugfaton drank Wilberforce's health." 
Witness did not hear any thing else, either there, or at se- 
veral other dances at which he was present ; but *' most every 

■ — — - - - f • -- 1 

* This Tr«hiwney we afterwards find was a poor sickly hip*ihot boy, 
* wbo Imd been chiefiy an inmate of the hospital for the preceding two 
rjvars, and was still too weak to work. 
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nighty when the Negroes came from the field, he always heard 
Trelawney talking aboat free, and saying" (shouldering his 
crutch, we presume) " that it would be a word and a blow 
with them and the White people at Christmas, if they did not 
get free. Philip Haughton drank Wilberforce's health at 
Cunningham's house, and said that he would make them get 
free." . 

' With respect to the whole of the other prisoners, the ut- 
most attempted to be proved against them, assuming all the 
evidence to be strictly true, was, that conversations of the 
following kind had passed between them: — James Campbell 
mentioned that the slaves were to get free. Thomas Darby 
said to James, he did not care about free ; if free came, very 
well ; if don't come, very well. James then said, that Thomas 
Darby lived well with his master was the reason he didn't 
care about free. — " Did you hear James say the people were, 
going to rise? No, he said, if free come, he would take it," 
&c. &c. 

The testimony, however, of by far the greatest part of the 
witnesses even of the Crown, not only ^denies that any bcui 
words were spoken at the dance, or elsewhere, by the 
prisoners, but is highly favourable to their general character 
and conduct. The overseer of Unity Hall, Thomas Aikman, 
who had Jived there eleven years, gives them the most unqua- 
lified commendation. He says, '' There are 232 Negroes 
on the estate : it has some bad characters as run-aways, one 
or two. They are a good working set of people, and well- 
disposed, as far as I know, and do every thing for their mas- 
ter's interest." Speaking of the prisoners, he says, Robert 
GjEiUoway is head driver, a well-disposed Negro. Archy 
Buckner is head cattle-keeper, a very good character. Philip 
Haughton is a very good character ; he is second driver, and 
equal to any other, and one he would trust with any thing. 
William Stennett is as fine a Negro as he ever knew in 
Jamaica ; he does not believe he ever passed an angry word 
with him since he lived on the estate. The others are field- 
Negroes, and work well. Richard Allen generally carries 
the first row in the gang. John Cunningham has s^ large fa^ 
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mily of six children* Trelawney. has been an invalid for imo 
years, ** a weakly boy/' (p. 61), doing little work : he is hip- 
shot. The character of Mary Ann Reid is good*— Such is 
Aikmau's account of eight of the alleged conspirators. He 
next gives an account of their accusers, the Bartiboes< ** They 
have beea great nuisances to the estate since he lived there. 
He has taken them up for their misconduct, and put them iu 
the stocks; has frequently given orders to the Negroes to 
drive them off the estate, when they see them there ; and 
has even punished two or three for harbouring them. He 
has known them commit depredations on the estate* Their 
mother is free, but has lived as hb wife ^ith a slave belonging 
to Unity Hall, who is a hard-working man, and supports her, 
and is a great help to her family.'- (p. 70.) The same unfavour- 
able account is given of the Bartiboes by almost every wit- 
ness even for the Crown. Several say they would not believe 
tbem on their oaths ; all seem to agree that nothing good 
could be said of them : and yet these are the men whom the 
Assembly of Jamaica crown with rewards as saviours of their 
country, and for the cost of whose peijuries they mean to 
apply to Parliament to indemnify the island. 

The overseer <»/ Spring .Garden estate gives also a highly 
favourable character to three of the prisoners belonging to 
that estate. ** He considers WiHiam Kerr, James Kerr, and 
Gprydon to be three very good slaves ; never knew tbclm guilty 
of any thing bad. Thinks they are all the very reverse of Nis- 
groes of a rebellious disposition, never subject to severity; and 
when they came into any fault, a very little chastisement pnts 
tbem to rights. He has every reason to suppose they are at« 
tached to.tbeir master ; never knew them to injure the stock ; 
when any accident happened on the estate, they seem to. re* 
gret it as much as a White person." (p. 72.) 

Besides all this, much evidence was produced which was 
directly exculpatory, and which both repelled the alleged 
charges, and threw absolute discredit on the rewarded wit- 
nesses. 

The result of the trial is thus stated by Mr. Vaugban, who 
entered upon it, as we have seen, with a disposition to turn 
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windmitis into giants. ''Tbe court ward divided: Mr. 
Barrett* and 'Mr. DoWner were of opinion tbere was no con- 
spiracy, and that there was nothing bat common amasement ; 
tbe majority, Messrs. €rray, Boyd» and myself, conceived there 
was legally conspiracy, and that there was great crimi- 
nality. As, however, there was no specific plan proved, nor 
the possession of arms, ntir preparation by exercising, nor 
aAy overt act of rebellion) or threat of murder of any White, 
or agaiiKst the Whites, except by implication, the majority of 
the court did not think the punishment should be capital^ 
and stated their intention to the jury." (p. 60.) 

The jury found thirteen of the prisoners guilty. Four of them, 
Trelawney, William Kerr, Philip Haughton, and James Camp- 
bell, were condemned to transportation for life; two. Garret 
Rainie and Corydon, to hard labour for twelve months, and ta 
thirty-nine lashes each at going in and coming out ; John Cun- 
ningham, to hard labour for six months; Mary Ann Beed, to 
bard labour for four months; Robert Galloway, and Richard 
Allen, to hard labour for three months, and to thirty-nine lashes 
each at going in and coming put ; and William Stennett, Archy 
Buckner, and James Kerr, to hard labour for one month, and 
to thirty-nine lashes each at g^iag in and coming out* 

Such were the punishments awarded by this slave court for 
a little idle gossipping about the news of the day, and for the 
alleged crime of drinking Mr. Wilberforce's health. 

The Governor, the Duke of Manchester, seemd to have 
been justly shocked at the unwarranted rigour of ihesh pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Bullock ajddresses Mr. Vaughan, in the name 
of his Grace, to the following effect : '* After the most careful 
perusal of the evidence, his Grace has not been able to dis- 
cover any concert or combination amongst the Negroes for 
any criminal purpose. There seems to have been a very ac- 
tive spirit of inquiry, which may be naturally accounted for 
without attributing to them any criminal intentions; and their 
minds have been agitated by vagile and uncertain rumours of 
-■ ■ i . • I ■ .1 ^ I ■■««-■■ I 

* Mr. Barrett has done himself great hononr by the course he pursued on 
thU occasion. His address to the jury forms a remarkable contrast to that 
of Mr. Vaughan. It is calm and dispassionate, and evinces the most en- 
larged views and liberal feelings. ' 
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benefits coDtemplated in their favour, the nature of which 
they were anxious to discover. This has led them to make 
use of .inconsiderate, and in some instances intemperate, 
expressions. But the utmost extent ta which even these ex- 
pressions go, is a determination on the part of some to obtain 
what they have been deceived into a belief that they are en- 
titled to ; and there is no threat^ no intention manifested, to 
destroy the White inhabitatnts, or the properties on which 
they reside." ** In regard to Trelawney, although he cer- 
tainly made use of very unjustifiable language, still, when it 
is considered how incompetent he must be from his infirmities, 
and unlikely from his general character, to exen^ise any sort 
of influence over the minds of the slaves, or to be the prin- 
cipal agent of any meditated mischief, his Grace is induced 
to commute his sentence to three months* imprisonment, and 
to such labour as he is able to undergo ; and to commute that 
of Kerr, Campbell, and Haughton, to confinement to one 
month's hard labour. With respect to the slaves convicted 
of minor offences, it is rather to be regretted that so many 
were brought to trial; and his Grace does not see any useful 
purpose in detaining them any longer in confinement. His 
Grace has been pleased, therefore, to remit such part of their 
sentence as have not yet been carried into effect*." (p. 82.) 

What can be a more decisive condemnation of the whole 
spirit of these transactions than the above able and manly 
despatch ? It is an acquittal of the alleged conspirators, and 
a condemnation of their judges. The same letter, however, 
contains a noiiice of the trials in St. Mary's and St. George's 
which admits of more question. There, Mr. Bullock ob- 
serves, '* crimes of a more marked and decided character 
have placed his Grace under the painful necessity of inflicting 
the punishment of death on many, and on others that of ba- 
nishing them the island for life." 

We have already had an opportunity of appreciating the 
justice of the sentence passed on the alleged conspirators of 
St. Mary'S; and of seeing how slight and vague and unsatis- 



* We trust the tliirty-nine lashes at going in were delayed till the above 
letter arrived. 
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factory was the evidence on which eight men were ther^ 
so precipitately thriist but of existence. We have still to 
examine the case of the alleged .conspirators of St. George's. • 
(£. pp. 83 — 111.) It is not, indeed, our intention to enter into 
it much at large ; for, although it would be easy to shew that, 
on the very face of the proceedings, enough appears to dis^ 
prove the charge of any traitorous or rebellious conspiracy, 
it seems now admitted by common consent that the two 
individuals, on whose testimony alone the charge of conspi- 
racy rested, were utterly unworthy of credit, and have since 
completely damnified their own evidence by the most palpable 
inconsistencies and contradictions. It is respecting these 
two witnesses (the hope, at one time, of all the alarmists in 
Jamaica, and even now the only prop of the St. George's 
conspiracy) that the Secret Committee of the Assembly 
adopted the following recommendation : " The Committee 
feel it their duty to recommend to the HousOi that a message 
should. be sent to his Grace the Governor, requesting that he 
would send off the island Charles Mack and John Baptiste 
Corberand, as persons of most dangerous character to 
remain at large in this colony." Without stopping to inquire 
by what legal authority either the Governor or the House of 
Assembly, or both, could thus transport two of his Majesty's 
subjects without even the form of a trial, we have, at least,^ 
in this recommendation, a sufficient proof of the infamous 
character of the witnesses on whose evidence alone eight 
slaves were condemned to death and eight more to transporta- 
tion *. The sentences of five of the former were comniuted 



* Mack aud Corberand are Understood to have received a promise botli 
of pardon and of their freedom for the discoveries they made respecting 
this conspiracy. Why the promise has not been executed we can only 
conjecture. They doubtless well earned their reward in the first instance : 
they left indeed no wish of the alarmists nngratified. Latterly, however, 
their evidence, more especially that of Corberand, broke down so com- 
pletely (see the trial of Chance, £. pp. 128—132) as to excite in the minds 
of the more dispassionate members of the community a conviction that the 
whole of the plot, to which they alone bore witness, was little better than 
af vile fabrication. But even this exposure of the falsehood of these wit- 
nesses (to say nothing of a more complete exposure, which probably still 
awaits them and their employers) was not necessary to satisfy any one, who 
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by bis Grace tbis QoTemar into tronspprlfitioii^ and tvd of 
the latter were . uncoo4itioQaUy pardoned, StUt . tbf ea irere 
banned and eleven transported on the evidence of th^e two 
desperadoes* 

The case of Lecesne and Escoffery, , which has been more 
than once adverted to in the Society's Reports, natarally con- 
pects itself with. the St. George's conspiracy ; the former of 
these gentlemen having been charged by the uninesA Corbe- 
randx bat by him alonep with having supplied the coDspira- 
tors with arms* It is not our intention to enter largely into 
this case, which has been recently exposed to the pablic in- 
dignation with so much power and efifeet by Dr. Lushington. 
It is a case of the most wanton and aggta^ated oppression ; 
and though no pains have been spared to;blacken its victims, 
and to screen its perpetrators, from merited disgrace and pn* 
nisbment, yet. the day of vindication mid of retribution also 
must come, and we trust is even now at. hand. 

Lecesne and EscofferyCseeF.) were arrested in Kingston 
99 aliens of a dangerous description, with a view of being im- 
mediately deported from the island, on the 7th October 1823« 
They , were kept in gaol till the 25th of that month,, when, 
afteca full investigation of evidence, they were pronounced 
by the Court of King's Bench to be British, subjects, and dis- 
charged from custody accordingly. On the 29th of Noviem-* 
ber following, howevef , they were, again seized, under a waor* 
rant from the Governor, hurried on board a sUp of war,, and 
sent off to St. Domingo, from which island they made their 
way to England. ., 

— I Wli» I ■III I ■ I ■ — ^^— ^^—— W MM— ^M^M^M^^^— i— iM^^Pi^^i^— — — WM I ■■■■ - ^ll■l■ ■■ — »■ . ■■»!. , ,,_ 

had read with care their preparatory examinatioos, and the minutes of 
llteir evidence on the different trials, that there had been, in fact, no 
rebeUiotts conspiracy whatever anionic the condemned slaves. It ift 
carlons, amon^; other things, to remark the progressive hardihood of affirw 
mation on tlie part of these dealers in plots and conspiracies, at each 
snccessive examination. We have never met with k more striking 
paralllel to Titns Oates, than has been fnniished onf his inferior stage by 
John Baptiste Corberand.- While the delusion lasted, who more honoured 
than Corberand ? But it could not stand before his clumsy contradictions ; 
and when it subsided, the man who had been hailed as a deliverer, and 
was to have been rewarded with freedom and wealth, was condemned to 
close imprisonment and exile, and became tire object of universal disgust 
sind execration. 
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In no, part of the proceedings, in which these men had 
been involved^ up to the time of their deportation, is there 
the slightest allusion to any suspicion which existed against 
them of their being concerned in any conspiracy of slaves. 
• Something was said of their criminal correspondence ^ith 
St. Domingo, which^ however, their unfriendly reception by 
»the authorities there must, of itself, had there been no other 
reply, have shewn to be unfounded. The ground on which 
their deportation was made to rest was their alleged alienage. 
But as that might be again disproved, and these persons 
might be placed hereafter in a capacity of vindicating their 
rights as British subjects, it became necessary to think. of 
some expedient which should aggravate their case, and serve 
veventuaUy to palliate, if not to justify, this extraordinary act 
of rigour towards two unoffending and untried British sub- 
jects. The St. George's conspiracy afforded a very convenient 
occasion of doing this. To have kept these men in the island 
and put them on their trial would have been hazardous : they 
might have proved their innocence. But there was no hazard, 
«ow that they were deported, in having them incidentally ex- 
hibited as fomenters.of the St.« George's conspiracy. The 
effect would at least be to .increase the prejudice againift the 
exiles, and to exhibit in a favourable point of view the pene- 
tration, and foresight, and, vigilance of those who had by anti- 
cipation detected and deported such dangerous miscreants. 
' JohnBaptiste Corberand appears to have been the first per* 
son who afforded any information respecting the St. George^s 
conspiracy. He was a native of St. Domingo, and ai slave 
belonging to Mnllet-hall plantation. The trials and execn* 
tions which had just taken place in St^ Mary's, had natnraUy 
excited the apprehension of disturbance in all parts of the 
island. In St. George's, that apprehension appears to have 
been particularly vivid, as may be seen by the newspapers of 
that period. At length, on the 26th of December, John Bap- 
tists Corberand comes forward to announce a plot. On that 
day his first examination on oath is dated; and it is remark* 
able, how modest and circumscribed his statement on that 
occasion is, as compared with his subsequent evidence. Not 
one word escapes him respecting Lecesne. He merely states, 

L 
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tiiat he anderstood the Negroes of Baicarras bad for some 
time been mastering by night. One night he was present* 
and found a large concourse of Negroes in a boase belong- 
ing to one M ontagnao, which they called the Conrt-^bouse. 
One man among them was called King, another Governor. 
They had some refreshment there, and talked with one ano- 
ther; but he did not understand what they were talking about, 
and after some time he left them. He ^ent the next nig^ht, 
and found the people mustering as before, when they offered 
to make his brother second Governor; but being offended that 
his younger brother should be put above him, and not being 
iAle to obtain information from th^m, he did not return any 
more—*' and further, this deponent saitb not." 

Different persons, who had been designated by Corberand, 
as having been present on these two occasions, were also ex- 
amined ; but they said, that the whole afikir was a matter of 
mere amusement. Montagnac said, that the Negroes in the field 
had made a regulation, that when one Negro cursed another* 
be should be fined 5d, worth of rum. He himself was the first 
man fined, and the Negroes came in the evening to his house, 
to drink the mm ; and it was proposed, that all futurje fines 
shoiild be drank at his house, which should be called the 
Court-house. Thompson, who was there, said b^ wo^d be 
King, and Kerr said he would be Governor, but ths^t wasall 
meant in fun *• The Negroes, so assembled, sometimes made 
pfay with their sticks, and some of them had wooden swords 
made by Macfarlanef. 

Hiis germinating conspiracy assumes, howeyer, a very 
different shape in Corberand*s next examination, which does 
not take place till the 8th of January 1824, an interval of 
fifteen days. On the 26tb of December he had sworn to the 
facts already detailed, which he swore also was all he Jbad to 



. • ttU well known, that in Jamaica, every Negro has his gala-day name, 
by which he is distinguished among his fellows. One is General Campbell, 
another is Admiral Rowley, a third is Colonel Rnssell, a fourth Mr. Scar- 
lett, a fifth Governor Conran, and to forth : and by these names they are 
generally addressed at their festive meetings. 

t With respect to the use of sticks and swords in their amusements, see the 
account which Brjan Edwards gives of their Pyrrhic or warlike dances, 
In his History of the West Indies, 6th edition, vol. ii. p. 103. 
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depose* His evidence on the 8th of January details the for- 
niaition of a regolar plot, with all due circumstances of unlawful 
oaths and murderous purposes^ the whole of which, if true, 
must hdve been as well known to him before as after his first 
examination. He appears, therefore, at once before us as a 
perjured and blasted witless. His testimony is nevertheless 
received and devoured by the greedy appetites of the magis- 
trates without hesitation or reserve. Now the plot takes the 
character, in their official statements to the Governor (p. S3), 
of *' a most extensive and diabolical plutfor the overthrow of 
the government, and the massacre of the White inhabitants." 
Now first Lecesne's name comes forward* The information 
respecting him is thus given by Gorberaud : ** James Manhertz, 
and two run* away Negroes harboured by |yim, had made 
several visits to town, each time returning with a load of 
guns *, which was delivered by Lecesne, (the person lately 
shipped off): H. Oliver said, this Lecesne was his great 
support, and bad promised him as many g^ns, powder, &c. 
as he could require. Since Lecesne's being sent off, H. 
Oliver had appeared much dejected : he knows of no one who 
has bo»?n appointed to act in Lecesne's room.-' This fact^ 
observes the magistrate, in making a communication of it, 
•-' will be important to Government." (p. 83.) 

On the trial of H. Oliver, on the 19th of January, a num« 
ber of additional circumstances are introduced into Corbe-* 
rand's evidence respecting Lecesne. . He (Corberand) went 
to Kingston — he does not say when — along with James Man- 
hertz. They trere both' introduced to Lecesne, by one Bap- 
tisle, a Negro from St. Domingo, and received from him 
fourteen guns, which were put in a Spanish bag, arid brought 
by tiiem to Balcarras, where they were hidden. ** The guns/' 
he Says, '« were to fight buckra (the Whites) with. They 
were to kill all that would not join their party, without respect 
to colour. Oliver sent money to Lecesne for guns. Oliver 
was three days in Kingston ; he carried money to pay for 
arms; and yet it is said, ** Lecesne did not sell guns." (p. 88). 



. * Not 0rte of t1ie$e ^ims ban ever been found, aUboligh the whole power 
of (he Jdmaica police has been exerted to discover them. 



76 J kUAiCA^Lecesne and Escoffery. 

'' Oliver was to walk round the country and tell the Negroes 
to join the plot, and Lecesne was to send troops from 
Kingston to help them when they rose." *' Oliver sent 
letters to Mr* Lecesne. Manhertz carried the ' letters : he 
did not know who wrote them." *' Lecesne told witness he 
would get them every thing they wanted. The plot was con- 
templated before witness knew Lecesne,'^ ** They got the 
arms about two months before Christmas^.*' 

The next mention of Lecesne is on the 3d of Febmary, 
on the trial of a slave named Leon, condemned to die on the 
sole testimony of Corberand. '' Leon/' he said, ** was made 
a postman by H. Oliver, to fetch people from Kingston to join 
ihem the night :they were to rise. Afterwards, three weeks 
before Christm|is, Leon came down to Balcarras," &c. *' The 
people were to be brought, Christmas night, from Kingston. 
Leon accepted the situation, saying, he Would do any thing 
to oblige a friend. They were to come from town with 
arms ; Lecesne was to furnish them* The people expected 
were Samboes, Blacks, and Browns.'* (See supra, pp. 50, 61.) 

Again : on the trial of Jack, on the 7th of April, Corbe- 
rand testifies, ** that fourteen guns were supplied by a Brown 
man, name Lecesne. They were brought over by James 
Manhertz, and a Brown man named Jamies Grossly, in Spa- 
nish bags, on two mules, about two months before Christmas. 



* From the 7th to the 25th of October, Lecesne was iu conlineinent in 
Kingston gaol. It waft snrprizing that this statement did not excite a sus- 
picion of the truth of aU Corberand's evidence ; and still more if, as the 
jDewspapers of the day represented him to have said, the arms were received 
two weeks before Christmas, when Lecesne had been already deported. 
Bat another circnmstance rendered the magistrates more inexcnsable, in 
crediting CorbeVand's testimony. Mr. Paul La Motte testifies, that on the 
Sunday before the Kingnton races, (being the 30th Nov. 1823 )» he met two 
slaves coming from Kingston ; the one Manhertz, belonging to Balcarras, 
and the other Corberand, belonging to Muliet-faal1,'with a mule and a bag 
on its back containing a gun ; and Mr. Mendez, the overseer of Mullet- 
hall testifies, that at that time he had sent to Kingston a Negro with a mule 
to get a stand of arms for himself, and that the Negro on his return told 
him he had met Mi*. La Motte. This circumstance seems to have fur- 
nished Corberand with the hint for the whole of his fabrication about arms. 
The overseer of Balcarras also testified, that he never missed H. Oliver 
more than one day from the estate. 
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A week efter^ he (witness) brought over a . keg of powder 
on a male, also from Lecesne." '' He (the witness) was 
taken to Lecesne by Baptiste the Brigand " (p. 104), who 
iatroduced him and Oliver to Lecesne. (p. 106.) 

Corberand's next and last exhibition was in Kingston, on 
the trial of a slave named Chance, on the 1st of Jane, 1824. 
He then stated, that he had known Lecesne since he was a 
little boy. Some time ago, as he passed his honse, he saw 
him and Chance whispering a long discourse together, and he 
saw Lecesne give a jag of powder to Chance. '' Baptiste, 
the Brigand, . and Oliver, were introdaced to Lecesne in 
town, who said, at any time they wished for gnns, to send* 
Witness took Manhertz to Lecesne, got a Spanish bag, and 
tied fourteen. guns together ; and they put them on two mules, 
and walked all night, and got to Balcarras at cock-crow." 

It came out, on this trial, that Corberand had been pro* 
mised his pardon by the St. George's magistrates if .he told 
all he knew about the conspiracy. Mr. Lamotte^ a planter of 
St. George's, testified that Corberand had varied in his tes- 
timony, on the present occasion, from all he had said before. 
** On five trials in St. George's he had always varied,^ and 
given something new." (p. l^^l.) Mr. Bcjaamont, the editor 
of .the Public Advertiser, gfive similar testimony. 

In consequence, we presume, of his manifest prevarication 
on this occasion, Corberand was immediately committed to 
close confinement in gaol; and it was afterwards made the 
subject of a recommendation from the assembly that he should 

be deported from the island, without even the form of a trial *• 

.... I ■,. ' ■■, , ■ , , — ___ 

* The papers laid before Parliament omit one material circumstance 
with respect to Corberand, which tended more than any other to roin his 
testimony. He was detected, while giving his evidence, with a piece of 
«ilver coin in his month, which, by the Negroes generally, is supposed to 
be an effectual charm against the evil consequences of perjury. The nni- 
versal knowledge in jKamaica of the prevalence of thia snperstitloui belief 
proved more damnatoi^ of Corberand's evidence than all his contradic- 
tions, inconsistencies, and exaggerations. Indeed he did not scruple to 
avow afterwards, as.roay be clearly proved, that all he bad testified about 
Lecesne and the St. George's conspirators was false, and had been said to 
secure ;the pardon and the rewards that had betfn promited > him. After 
this, it seems iiiuiecessary to point out the gross discrepancies of his vatioiis 
statements. On the 19tb of January, for example, he said that he and 
Manhertz were introdtued to Leceme by Baptiste ; and then that Manberti 
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Bat, amid the yarions transactions in St. Georges, none has 
struck Qs with more disgust land horror than thetrial and con- 
demnatidn of a poor sickly female slave, named Venus, who, 
on conviction, is vahied at 25/. currency, or about 17/, star* 
ling, for " a rebellious conspiracy to kill and murder the White 
inhabitants of Jamaica, and for compassing and imagining the 
death of the White people of that island/' The slave and 
daughter of her master, a Frenchman of the name of Paul 
I^amotte Carri^re, appears against her, and testiiies to her 
using violent language, she alone being present, about killing 
the White people, and saying the Negroes would be free ; 
adding, *' Venus always grumbled against her master." Her 



had fariied letters to Lecesne fWiiii Oliver. He even sayv, tbat the plot 

was coatemplated b^4fre kt knem Lieesne, On the 7th of A|uil, however, 

his testirooay is, that he and Oliver, not Maoherts, were introdacejd to 

Lecesne by Baptiste. On the Ist of June he had a different story. He 

then said that he had known Lecesne since he was « Utile boy, and Baptiste 

and Oliver, instead of being the introducers,- were introduced themselves 

to Lecesne* He also took Manhertz to Lecesne. Again, his evidence, on 

the 8th of January goes to prove that Manhertz and two other persons had 

made several visits to town for guns given by Lecesne, who was Oliver's 

great support. Bnt On the 19th of January it was he and Manhertz who 

get thegnns. On the 7th of Aprils it was Manhertz and Grossly ; and on 

the 1st of June, it was he and Manhertz again. 

In the first account of these trials in the Jamaica newspapers, the deli- 
very of arms by Lecesne was said to have been two weeks before Christ- 
nras; This statrment must at once have blasted the whole of Corberand's 
testimony, Lecesne having been deported on the 29th of November. The 
time, however, which stood two weeks in the newspapers, stands as two 
nutnihs in the parliamentary papers. But though the cliange brings the 
fact just within the verge of possibility, the improbability is^still of a very 
formidable descriptlpn. Mr. Lecesne had been a prisoner in Kingston 
gaol ftsqm the 7lli to the 25th-of October, and in five weeks more he was 
deported from the island. Now that, during any part of those five weeks 
Lecesne, just as he had escaped the most imminent peril of exile from 
his family .and country, with a full knowledge of the rigid snrveilkuiee 
nnder which be waa ydaiced by Mr. Barnes and Mr* Mitchell, the magis- 
trates of ILingstoii) whe were known to be anxiously looking abont for in- 
culpatory evidence against him, ahonld have employed himself in the ba^ 
zardons work ef furnishing arms to slave conspirators, is too absurd to be 
tielieved. There is no need, however, to resort to reasoning of thia de- 
scription tfi prdve tbe< eharge to be fiilse and unfounded. And thia appears 
to have been the opinion of the Jamaica Assembly, who, iniheir report on 
the disturbances^ do. not once allude to Lecesne, but bestow high praise on 
the loyalty of the People ^t Colour genetaUy. (3upra, pp. &0» 51.) 
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master testifies that she was '* ill-disposed, jnischief-making* 
and disorderly;^ another White man, that she was '* bad 
tempered, saacy, and lazy." Her defence was, that she was 
sickly, and could not work; and that the words attributed to 
lier had really been used by her master's daughter. She was 
condemned to transportation* 

One other conspiracy remains to be considered, that of 
Hanover ; and we must do the gentlemen of Hanoyer the 
justice to say, that it is the only affair which wears the very 
slightest semblance of a conspiracy., There, we have at least 
some ov^rt acts of violence — something which, to a certain 
extent, might justify alarm, and punishment too. 

By the law of Jamaica, the slaves are allowed twenty-six 
days in the year out of crop, besides Sundays, for cultivating 
their provision grounds, which form the sole source of their 
subsistence* This pittance of time, it may be supposed, is 
highly prized by the slaves generally, but most by. those who 
are the best and most industrious. The crop of 1824 had 
been long : the month of May had nearly closed before it was 
finished on Argyll, the estate of Mr. J. Malcolm, who was 
himself resident ; so that the season for clearing their grounds 
and planting their provisions, was rapidly passing* Mr. M. 
bad made them to turn out to work on Saturday the 29th of 
May ; and after they had been working some time in the field 
(one witness says half a day), they were sent to their grounds; 
but the afternoon proved wet, and was of little use to them. 
This plan of turning out before going to their grounds is stated 
to have been unusual on Argyll, nay never to have occurred 
there before. The Negroes were unwilling to submit to it ; 
and when Saturday the 5th of June came, they all went to 
their provision grounds without first going to the field. They 
were not flogged on the Monday morning, as they seem to 
have expected, for this aqt of disobedience. An intimation 
however appears to h.ave been given them, that they would 
be required to attend in the field on the succeeding Satur- 
day. They determined among themselves, that they would 
not obey the mandate ; bnt that when Saturday the 12th 
came, they should proceed as they had done oti Saturday the 
5th, and repair to their grouuds without coming first X^o the 
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field. They accompanied this detenninatiOD, it is affirmed, 
M^ith'soine strong expressions of defiance, and with intimations 
of their right to be free ; but this Vas only among themselves. 
Early on the morning of Friday the 11th, Mr. Malcolm was 
apprized by one of his slaves, William Roach, of the above de- 
termination, and of the intemperate language said to be used 
by the slaves. He immediately wrote a letter on the subject 
to the colonel of the militia, who called out his regiment to 
rendezvous at Argyll. A part of the corps reached the 
estate the same day during the dinner hour of the Negraes ; 
and such was the alarm created amongst them by the ap- 
pearance of the soldiery, that, when the shell blew to call'them 
to their afternoon's task, instead of coming to the field, they 
dl ran away into the woods. One witness describes the 
matter thus :.—" They were frightened, having heard that, 
>^hen they turned out, they were to be surrounded by the 
droops, arid, if any ran away, they were to be shot and hand- 
cuffed.'* Some of them appeared now to consider their case 
as desperate. They killed seven horses and three mules be- 
longing to Mr. Malcolm ; and the trash-house of a neigh- 
bouring estate was set on fire on Sunday, but by whom does 
not appear. Three of the principal offenders, among whom was 
the head driver of Argyll, killed themselves to avoid being 
taken, and a fourth failed in an attempt at suicide. A few 
were taken by the military, and the rest came in and deli- 
vered themselves up in two or three days. 

Eleven slaves belonging to Argyll and seven belonging to 
Golden Grove were put upon their trial. The charges against 
them were, entering into a rebellious conspiracy to ot^tatn 
their freedom by acts of force and by resistance to the lawful 
authorities ; entering into such conspiracy to resist the lawful 
authorities and to overturn the constitution of the island ; and 
rising in open rebellion against the lawful authorities of the 
island. Sixteen were found guilty. Of these thirteen were 
condemned to be hanged (and, we presume, were hanged*), 

. ■ ; " ' ■ ' ■ III ■ I I.. ■ 

* We say we presnrne were lianged, becauHe there is no statement to 
the contrary. And yet the reasoning contained in the Duke of Manche.<i- 
ter's letter to Mr. Vaaghan applies so Very strongly to this case, except as 
far as respected the kiUing of the cattle, that we cannot but hope that 4 
partof thjis fttory is stiU untold,, and that we shall find tiiat mercy was 
extended to many of these convicts. 
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Mrd three to be ttansported. The valde put upon these, sixteen 
persons, and paid td their masters, was 1560/. 

This, it must be admitted, was a sufficiently^ terrible ex- 
ample of vindictive justice. We shall be excused for makipg 
a few remarks upon it 

1. There does not appear to have existed on the part of 
the slaves any premeditated design of rebellion. They con*- 
ceived themselves to have been greatly aggrieved by the 
wanton abridgment of their Saturday, the only week«day 
allowed them for cultivating their grounds out of crop, no 
such day being allowed them during crop ;'and their measures 
appear to have been directed solely, in the first instance, to 
secure to themselves the whole of the day to which they con«- 
ceiyed themselves to be entitled by law. Instead, therefore, 
of obeying the mandate to muster in the field on the Satur- 
day, they determined to go directly to their grounds, which, 
it is said, had been the usual course , of proceeding. Mr. 
Malcolm, the proprietor, does not deny that he had summoned 
them to attend the field on Saturday ; but says his object was 
to ascertain that they were air on the estate, and had not 
wandered about on Friday night, and ** he always sent them 
away by seven o'clock." He does not, however, contradict 
the evidence which says that it had not been his previous 
custom thus to summon them to the field on their own day ; 
neither does he deny the fact, alleged by one of the witoesses, 
that on the preceding Saturday they had been detained in 
the field half the day. This statement of Mr. Malcolm's, 
therefore, is not very intelligible, but we presume that he 
wishes to have it understood that it was his intention, in 
summoning them to the field on their own day, not to detain 
them beyond seven o'clock. He does not say, however, that 
he made known this intention to the slaves. Now, let it be 
kept in mind that the Jamaica law makes the hours of field 
labour to extend from five in the morning till seven at night. 
Here, then, two full hours, the best hours of the day too, 
are to be taken from the day allowed to the slaves for labour- 
ing in their own grounds, in order to till their master's fields 

although that day is the only allowance made them in 

iiott of subsistence ; — their master thus depriving them 

M 
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XiQclading the tima employed in* going to and refaming. ffom 
the field) of a sixth, or perhaps a fifth, of that precious time. 
We cannot but regard such a proceeding as a most wanton 
infringement of the &jraf rights of the slave; an infringement 
which it became them to resist, by every legal means in their 
power; And yet, bad they in their power any legal means 
of redress ? We doubt it. They cduld on iy have complained 
to a magistrate ; and Mr. John Malcolm their master, the very 
person who inflicted the wrong, was himself a magistrate, 
and, from his conaeciioDs, one of the niost influential magis^ 
trates in the parish* We cannot, therefore, greaily. blame 
their adopting the only mode which was open to them, how- 
ever unisafe and imprudent it may have been, of intimating 
to their master the sense they entertained of the wrong he 
had done them, 

2. We' think that the conduct of Mr. Malcolm was not 
only unjttjst and illegal, but that it was ill-timed!. He must 
have known that the minds of the Negroes had been much 
agitated by the rumours and discussions which had been afloat 
in the island, and by the trials and executions which had 
been taking place around them. The Duke of Manchester's 
recent letter to Mr. Vaughan might have reminded him of 
lliis circumstance. Surely this was not the time to innovate, 
in the way of severity, in the treatment of bis slaves, and 
p^rticttlarly by a regulation which must, in many ways, have 
b0ea extremely galling to them. If he had intended to 
excite their bad passions,^ and to 'provoke resistance to his 
authority, he .could not have fallen upon a* more effectual 
device than that which he was so ill advised as to adopt. 

3. That the appearance of the military on the estate should 
have led to the momentarv defection of all the slaves, was no 
more than might have been expected. Their terror at the 
thought of military execution sufficiently accounts for it. 
Thus far they might fairly have found in the court and jary 
which tried them, that lenient construction of their conduct 
which was so judiciously given by the Duke of Manchesterto 
the alleged conspirators of St. James's. The acts of vieleoce 
afterwards perpetrated by a few individuals, were, doubtless, , 
act9 deserving severe punishment ; but they were not acts 
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which cotild be considered as mvolviog aay bat the actual per- 
petrators; and certainly 0ot such as coald be considered as 
involving even the perpetrators^ and much less the other 
slaves, in the crime of rebellion against the Governmeat. 

4. ,We observe on these trials, as on all the others which 
have taken place, a reniarkable disregard of all the received 
roles of evidence; and in this instance also the slaves appear 
to have had no l^al advocate, or even solicitor. On the 
face of the minates, however, it is obvions that moch would 
h&ite been gained in favonr of the prisoners, as well by a ju- 
dieioQS cross-examination, as by the rejection of improper 
and irseleyant and mere bear-say evidence. On. an English 
reader, for example, it is oalonlated to make a strong impress 
siiin to be told that most of the Negroes were armed with 
macheatSf and that one man was grinding his macheat. A 
s»tiigk question woald have brought out the answer, that the 
macheal js one^^f the common tools of the field Negroes. 

.&. In. the case of this» as of aU the other trials, the ki- 
formers and material witnesses either are rewarded with 
their freedom (a freedom which they had doubtless the assur- 
ance of before-hand); or obtain the pardon of their own 
crimes, in order to qualify them to g;ive evidence against 
others. (A. p. 17.) 
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A Return is made in these papers of the number of Ma- 
roons in JaoMica; by which it appears that they had been* 
greatly increasing. The returns are dated in June, Juiyi 
and Angitst, 1824, and are as follows— -(R pp. 21 — 33) 

Accompong- town (besides 14 slaves) ...; 328 

. S4;ot-HaU (b«aidcs 1 slave) 68 

Charles-town ..;...••,.. .••«•«..;••..•««; 305 

Moore-towD (besides 49 slaves) ••••.. •••• 438 

1199 
The only remaining document in the Jamaica papers, is 
a letter from the Bishop of Jamaica, which, we think,, it 
would have been well to have suppressed. It is dated on 
the 12th March 1825, when he had oifly been about three 
weeks in the island, and when it was impossible , be could 
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have formed any jast jadgment of the actual state of tbtngW 
except from infdrmatioDy the soondness of which it w<Hild 
have been pradent to have qaestioned. 

•« Wherever I go," says the Bishop, ** I find the greatest 
aversion to Sectarianism of every kind and denomination, but 
every degree of confidence in any teachers of religion whom 
I may be pleased to appoint*. 

*'* I have as yet seen yery little of the slave popolation, ex- 
cept daring a short excursion into the Port-Royal mountains. 
The great want is, places of worship in situations where the 
Negroes of many surrotinding estates might be easily assem- 
bled, and houses for the clergy f* Many proprietors have 
indeed tendered houses, which might be adapted for the par- 
pose: and, from all I hear from the Clergy, much has been done 
in this way, particularly since the Society for the Education of 
Negroes has directed its attention to this point j;. From the 
grea£ uncertainty and caprioiousness of the Negro character, 
it is difficult to make sure of their attendance even where 

^^— i^*^^"^ ■ I ■■ I > M I ^^^1^—^ ■ ■— m, m ■■^■■■■^■■11 ■■■■■■■ ■■ ^^^^^^^^^^^^,^^^^,^^,^^^^,^ ,^ , . 

* Th« Bishop, of course, speaks here of the Clergy and the White coUmius: 
he cannot mean to refer either to the free People of Colour, or to the slaves. 
It Vras not necessary to have Episcopal authority for this faist : it waa, per** 
fectly notorious. Did any doubt whatever exist of the perfect hatred 
which the planters of Jamaica generally bear to Methodist and Baptist 
missionaries? 

t According to the Bishop's account, the great want has not been any 
want of zeal in the resident Clergy, or any want of facilities to their labours 
on the part of the laity, but the want of churches and houses; apd yet 
all previous accounts, even from the Clergy themselves, have given a differ- 
ent view of the most efficient causes of the non-instrnction of the slaves. 

tThe Bishop was informed by the Clergy, that much had been done in 
the way of assembling the Negroes in the houses of the proprietors. This, 
also» is in direct contradiction to all the evidence previously obtained on 
the subject, both from the Clergy themselves and from others. (See Ap- 
pendix to Debate of 15th May 1823,pp.l49and 161). But we are told, that 
it is more especially since the Society for the Education of Negroes has 
directed its attention to this point, that ^ much has been done." The re* 
solutions adopted by that Society were first made known in July or August 
1823, in London. Its progress must have been rapid, if much has already 
been done by it But in what way their resolution to , institute schools 
could have operated in leading the Clergy to do much in the way of asf 
Kcmblingthe Negroes in the houses of proprietors for public worship, is 
not very obvious. 
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gri^t paiQs have been taken'*; but wbeoeveF a preacfaer is 
popqlar^ they dress out their children and themselvesi a sare 
sign they are in good humonr^ and throng the place of pnblic 
irorshipf. Psalmody and organs, have great attractions for 
them. . They seem . particniarly fond of form and ceremony, 
^nd greater critics than many persons will give them credit 
for, remarking every particalarity of manner and gesture ; and 
liave a great predilection for a powerful, sonorous voice %^^ 
*^ I am happy to assure your Lordship, that a very general 
wish to ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to instruct 
them in the principles of the Established Church, seems to 
per^Ade the great mass of proprietors ; and every facility is 
afforded me of visiting the several plantations §." 

XII. MAURITIUS. 

Respecting the state of the Slave Trade in the Mauritius, 
during the years 1822, 1823, and 1834, the substance of 
what has been communicated oflBcially is contained in a letter 

* Does Mr. Trew, or Mr. Stainsby, or do the Metbodist preachers, com- 
|»]aiD of a deficicDcy in attendance ^ 

f'lt would be worth while to obtain a specification of the parish ch arches, 
in the island of Jamaica, which slaves and their children have been in the 
habit of <Arongsfi^. We believe, that, besides the Methedist and Baptist 
chapels, they would be confined to one or two. 

% The power and ^onoronsness of the Bishop's voice are loudly celebrated 
in all the newspapers of Jamaica. * ' 

§ It is humiliating to peruse this first specimen of the official labours of the 
head of the Church of England in Jamaica. Where did theBishop learn the 
fact of the general wish to ameliorate the condition of the slaves? From the 
chit-chat of the dinner- table, or from the acts of the legislature ? Has he not 
learnt to distinguish between the mere profe»iion and the actual existence 
of a sincere desire for reformation? And as for the wish, attributed to the 
great mass of proprietors, of instructing the slaves in the principles of titer 
Established Church, if it really exists at all, it must be a wish of very recent 
origin: for, nntil a late period, even the Jamaica District Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge found it necessary to obviate the alarm, which 
their association had excited among those proprietors, by publicly declaring 
fbkX the idea of the religious instruction of the slave population of Jamaica 
had not entered into their contemplation, their attention being exclusively 
directed to the free popnlation. (See Appendix to Debate of 15th May 
1823, p. 182.) 
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from Sir Robert Farqabar, and one from bu successor, 8%m 
Lowry Cole» botli addressed to Earl Batbarst ;— the first 
dated the 23d January 1823; aad the second, 18tb November 
1824. The fair inference from these communications woold 
seem to be, that in those years the Slave Trade bad been 
reduced to a, very low ebb in the Mauritius. It is impossifale» 
however, under all the circumstances of the case, not to en- 
tertain very conflic|eraUe doubts' of the accuracy of- that 
information, and a suspicion that the Governors may- have 
been deceived upon the solgect* Sir Lowry. Cole indeed 
affirms, that not only has the introduction of slaves ceased 
at the Mauritius, but, that, on the part of the inhabitants, 
there is no disposition to renew the Sla>e Trade, but rather 
a feeling of indignation at its. horrors ; and this^appears to 
have been also the opinion of Sir Robert Farqubar. The 
planters of the Mauritius have, without doubt, professed to 
renounce and to detest the Slave Trade ; but it is very 
difficult to give them credit .for the sincerity of tbia 
profession. They had long been familiar with this trade; 
and they had evinced, even to a recent period, an attachment 
to it so rooted as to lead even some of the higher classes to 
brave, for the sake of its profits, all the infamy of a felonious 
conviction. What then could have wrought this extraordi- 
nary conversion in so short a time ? An external diOerence. 
of conduct, indeed, might fairly be expected. The, increased 
vigilance of our cruizers increased the. risks of transgression, 
while the extremely low price of colonial produce, during the 
period in question, diminished the temptation to transgress. 
Btit to infer from this temporary cessation of the trade, eveji 
if such cessation bad actually taken place, that the planters 
of the Mauritius had become, in principle, adverse to that 
trade, is not consistent with the character of those planters^ 
or with what we know of human nature itself. Besides, it is 
notorious, that, during this period, the planters of the Mauri- 
tius were making great efibrts to obtain the removal of the 
protecting doty on their sugars ; and they must have felt, 
that a decent external compliance with the Abolition Laws 
was essential to their, success. If a reference be made to 
the official testimonies already adduced, as disproving this 
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saspicioD, it may be said in reply, that the papers laid before 
Parliament in the late session farnish nameroos proofs of 
similar representations, in favoar of the condnct and disposi^ 
tions of the doionists, on the part of the colonial antborities 
io' the West Indies^ at the very moment when the whole 
coorse of proceeding pursued by those colonists was fornishing 
ai'direct and palpable contradiction to the oflBcial eulogy. 

One of the strongest presumptions against the alleged 
parity of the planters of the Mauritius, is drawn from the 
records- of Farliament. Had they been as sincere in their 
abhorrence of the Slave Trade as they are represented to be — 
and we may add, had the colonial functionaries been as 
earnest and vigilant in repressing it as they were bound to 
be— some proof of this would have been fdnnd in the regu* 
larity with which the Order in Council for the Registration of 
Slaves had been complied with by the slave-holders, and in 
the strictness with which the salutary provisions of that order 
bad been enforced by those charged with its execution. It 
was iTelt, by all enlightened abolitionists, and by none more 
than by his Majesty's Ministers, that the only effectual se- 
curity against the continuance of the Slave Trade, to any ex- 
tent which the planters of the Mauritius might desire, was 
in the establishment of a perfect system of slave-registration. 
iBotb in Mauritius and Bourbon, experience had shewn,, 
that, for the due repression of the Slave Trade, no reliance 
pould be placed on the fidelity of courts and juries composed 
of planters, themselves participating, or desiring to partici-^ 
pate, in its criminal gains. And as for oar navy, what could 
one or two cruizers, however vigilant, effect to prevent smalt 
and fast-sailing vessels froni throwing slaves ashore during 
the night, without the cognisance of any persons except the 
inhabitants, who were also the parties interested in concealing 
the transaction? The slave market, be it remembered, was 
distant only a few bouts' sail : Slaves could there be bought 
for only a few dollars. That they were eagerly desired by 
the planters, no one doubts. What, under these circum- 
staooesr could prevent an active Slave-Trade, but a well- 
regulated registry ? But in the Mauritius the registry has 
not been well regulated. The proof of this is now on the 
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table oftbe House ofCoinarons, A r^istry of tfae stave 
popqIatioD, regalarly kept, it was admitted, could sione 
effectually prevent the illicit importatioa of slaves; but it now 
tarns out tkat that registry has been suffered to fall into in-*' 
extricable confusion. It is not only wholly and absolutely 
inefficient to its purpose, but, there is even reason to fear, may 
have been converted into a convenient instrument of giving 
facilities to the illicit importation of slaves. And here it is 
remarkable^ that, although the diie establishment and tbe 
vigilant superintendance of the Slave Registry, was one of the 
first and most essential duties of the local government, and 
although it was recognized by the supreme anthoritieft of the 
state as the most efiectnal means of preventing the Slave 
Trade, yet the imperfection, not to say the perfect nullity, of 
the Mauritius registry, appears to have excited no attention 
till a recent period. It is obvious, however, that, in the 
peculiar circumstances of the Mauritius, the very course 
which the best friends of the Slave Trade would be disposed 
to pursue, in order to secure its undisturbed continuance^ 
would be to declaim against that trade, and to threaten 
punishment on those who should engage in it, and yeit to 
allow the slave registry to fall into complete disorder. - 

The Order in Council which established a slave registry ia 
the Mauritius was promulgated there in the year 1815. 
From that time, had the provisions of the registry act been 
fulfilled, the intrdduction of slaves, if not entirely prevented', 
must have beeki rendered difficult and hazardous. If any 
one object, therefore, more than another deserved the vigilanrt 
inspection of the colonial government, it was this. * > 

A strong suspicion that this essential instrument of pre* 
venting the Slave Trade had become wholly inoperative, was 
excited by an examination of the returns made to the House 
of Commons, and printed by order of that House on the 23d 
March'l823 (No. 89, p. 122), and which were found to be in 
so unsatisfactory a state as not even to afford any accurate 
infora^ation with respect to the slave population, much less 
to prove an effective check on the illicit importatioa of slaviA. 
The suspicion thus excited has since been abundantly con* 
firmed by a return made to the House of Commons, so're^ 
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cenUy as iiie 27tk June 1825,. by Mr. Amyot, tbe registrar uf 
colonial alaves io Great Britain. It is entitled, ** JReturn'of 
the Amount of ihe Slave Popnlation in the Maorttios, as 
reoeived in the Office of the Begistrac of Colonial Slaves 
since its first Establisbn^^nt/' and is as follows :— - ' ' ' \ 

" J81& Males, 5S,717 ; femajea, 2»,706; total, 85,423. 

«' The duplicate slave-returns in the Maaritias, for the 
yeac 1819, are so imperfect as nai to.afford any means what-: 
ever of ascertaimng the amount of the slave population ^t 
that'petiods and have therefore been sent back to the colony 
for correction. 1 Those for 1822 are supposed to b^\^ been' 
lost in the ship George the Fourth, wrecked, on her voyage 
from the Mauritius, in June, last." 

. And this neglect is the more remarkable, as it is in de*; 
fijince of the provisions and penalties of an Act of Parliament,, 
passed in the session of 18L9, for securing the regularity of 
sjieh returns. To whom the neglect is to be attributed does; 
not appear. It is, . however, so criminal ip itself, and* so; 
itiinous in. its eS^cis, that it is to.be hoped ;that one of the- 
first measures of the next session of Pariiament will be the> 
appointment of a Committee to investigate the subject of the 
Mauritius registry, as well as some other matters connected 
with Slavery and the Slave Trade in that quarter. 

Until the easting state of things, as to the registration 
of slaves,^has undergone a radical change, all general state-^ 
ments as to the non-introduction of slaves into the Mauritius, 
must be regarded as illusory. It is known, too, in this ciase,; 
that a Governor .is surrounded on all sides by functionaries, 
and judges, and juries, who are almost one and all holder's of 
slaves, and who are therefore deeply interested, not only ill' 
keeping open the channels] of supply, but alsa in concealing, 
every act of delinquency; so that, without the infallible means 
of information which a perfect system of registration alone: 
can afford, it would be impossible for him to pronounce with 
confidence as to the execution of the Abolition Iiaws. . 

' And if this reasoning is applicable to. the Mauritius, ,even 
under the circumstances of depression, arising from low 
prices ai|d protecting duties, which prevailed there in 1832, 
](Q23, and 1824, how much more strongly does it apply at the 

N 
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present moment, when the renioTal of the protecting duties, 
and the general rise in the-price of colonial produce, must have 
given an increased stimulus to coltivatioh, and rendered 
the temptation of the adjacent slave-^market still more irre* 
sistible ! 

It would be easy to shew, in addition io this, in how open 
and barefaced a manner new Negroes have been introduced 
from the Seychelles, by meakis of certain ** formalities,'' which, 
under all the known imperfections of the system of registrst^ 
tion, can be of no use in checking, biit may foe of great lise 
in facilitating, an illicit slave-trade. It were idle to suppose 
that the slave-registration system is more perfect in the Sey« 
chelles than it is in the Mauritius, and yet the Certificate of 
the ofScer commanding at the former has been suffident to 
secure the admission into the latter of any number of slaves 
be may accurately describe, and certify as coming from those 
islands ; and yet, for any thing that appears, or can appear, 
to the contrary, he himself may have first imported theise 
slaves from Mozambique or Zanzebar, and then transferred 
them to the Mauritius. 

The whole of this state of things is an outrage on the 
honour and character of the British Nation. Our own Go* 
vernment has been sitrenuously urging f*rance, and other 
powers, to adopt our plan of registration, for the effectual 
prevention of the Slave TVade. How justly may they charge 
us with hypocrisy and insincerity, when they contemplate the 
administration of that system in the Mauritius ! 

But it will be alleged, in reply to all this, that, the Slave 
Trade being abolished by Radama in Madagascar, and by 
the Imanra of Muscat, there is now no source from which 
slaves may be easily drawn to the Mauritius ; and, tDcMreover, 
that slave trading being now. declared to be piracy by statute^ 
none but a few. desperate characters will venture to engage 

in it. . 

As for the treaty with Radama, supposing it to be re- 
ligiously observed on his part, (and, in consideration of the 
very large annual payment made to him by the jBritish 
Government, which he would otherwise forfeit, this is pos- 
sible«) it furnishes no security against the Slave Trade in 
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those parts of MsicUgftscfir; which are Qot subject to bis 
dominiaD, aad , especjaliy in those which are under French 
jurisdiction. The treaty with Badama cannot, in the slight- 
est degree^ interf^rie.to prevent a vessel whi(^ may have 
cleared oat at Port Louis in the Mauritius, with a destination 
to any plac^ w)iatso^ver (pr '' to sea " ^^eneraUy, which there 
is a very usual ;^estination)» fr^iu .Qalliog at Fort Danphia, 
one of the French establishment^ in Madagascar ; taking 
slaves on board there ; landing them in the night at some 
inlet Jn the Mauritius; and appearing the next day at JPort 
Louis^ and entering at the custom-house there as returned 
fronji her voyage in ballast.^. 

With respect also to the treaty with the Imaum of 
A^ascaty it presents no effoctual barrier to the introdacttoh 
of slaves into the Maori tiQs by British subjects, which, in 
the present instance, i$ the crime to be specially provided 
against. 

As for the peril which is incurred by British jBubjectls who 
engage ifi the Slave Trade, 2^^ which^ it may be iEirgued,.will 
of itself be sufficient to prevent any attempts at the illicit 
introduction of slaves, that risk, it is to be feared, is estimitted 
in the Mauritius at ci very Jo w rate* It Js perhaps not knowi^ 
in this country^ tbat» nptwithstanding.the numerous and no* 
to^ous infractions of the Abolition litw's which Imve takei 
place In that.colony^ s^noe it oatne into the po^sbssion of hii 
Mspe^ty, not one offender has hitherto beeh. convicted and 
punished for stave-trading* A few individuals who were 
sent over to Ei^lmid for trial, were here oonvjeted and 
punished ; but no individual brought to trial for slaive-tradiugf 
in the colonial courts, it is beliefied, h^ hitherto inM the 
reward of ^is oriqies. To scippose, therefore, that the, 
dealers in human fleshy at the Mauritius should entertain any 
very lively fear^ with rfit^peqt to the future, Would be to accuse 
them of a strange inaptitude to profit by the lessons of exp^ 
rience. If it were credible! that im|)ortatitas had Ceased 
during the years 1822, 1823, and 1834, yet credulity ib^f 
can hardly suppose that they is^ill not now be renewed^ tt is 
not to be hoped, that, in the absence of all effectual check 
from regi&tratiooi as well as of all disposition in the colonial 
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ooorfs to ooDviot Alave-traders, either the fear of the gibbet, 
or the treaty with Radama, or the convention of the Imaam 
•of Muscat^ will prevent the revival of the Slave Trade (even 
aapposing it to have ceasied for a time), now, more especially, 
•MDce the abolition of the protecting dnties on sugar, and the 
enhancement of the price of that article, have combined to 
give a new and powerful stimalos to the extension of sugar 
planting. It were folly to expect it. 

This general^ bot^ as it appears, most conclusive reasoning 
on the subject, derives additional force .from the -amazing 
disparity in the sexes existing among the slaves of the Mau- 
ritius, which does not appear to have been lessened since 
the capture of the colony, but which would have been greatly 
lessened in the intervening period, had importations really 
eeased* The inference fairly deducible from this fact is 
corroborated by the late progressive increase of the sugar 
cultivation of the Mauritius — a cultivation not only more de- 
atrnctive to human life than any other, but requiring a greater 
number of hands to carry it on. Connected with this fact, 
it is further necessary to bear in mind the known prejudices 
of . the Mauritius planters in favour of the buying, as com" 
pared with the breeding, system ; the contiguity of the slave 
markets; the extraordinary cheapness of the slaves; the 
known partiality of the courts of justice in favour of slave- 
traders ; and the eminently harsh and destructive nature of 
the bondage which prevails in this island. These things 
considered, it is impossible to acquiesce in the opinion,' so 
confidently annonncedy of the cessation of the Slave Trade in 
the Mauritius. 

' But, independently of all the strong presumptions adduced 
above, and which are suflScient to justify the refusal of an 
implicit assent to the statements that represent the illicit 
importation of slaves into the Mauritius as having ceased, 
circumstances have occurred which go far to convert these 
presumptions into proof, and which at least call for increased 
vigilance in enforcing the laws, and for increased attention 
to the due registration of the slaves. 
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XIIL MONTSERRAT. 

From this island there is no information whatever of any 
kind. 

< XIV. NEVIS* 

- ThQ legislatare of this island has limited itself to the ejc* 
pTttssion of an opinion, that it is adviseable to pause in a 
matter so generally affecting the interests of the colony, till 
they can learn what has been done at the seat of government, 
St. Christopher's/ or some other of the principal colonies 
iirhere, it is understood, consolidated slave-acts are in pro- 
gress. 

XV. ST. CHRISTOPHER'S. 

. The Governor and the Chief Justice of this island appear 
to have been very solicitous to urge forward the amelioration 
of the slave code, and the improvement also of the condition 
of the free classes. From the legislature, however, nothing 
has as yet proceeded beyond the following statement contained 
in an address to the Governor. — ^* We are fully aware of the 
necessity which exists as to the amendment and consolidation 
of the ^several laws relating to slaves, the foundation for %hich 
is so surely laid that we augur as speedy a consummatioq of 
this mdasure, as the cautious deliberation which it demands 
shall permit. We approach this alteration in the actual con- 
dition of our labouring classes, with a perfect knowledge of 
the result at which it aims, to which we. cheerfully. devote 
our attention, upon thie express stipulation of full and. fair 
indemnity for every interest that shall be injured thereby." 

- A letter is inserted from the Chief Justice, Pickwood, to. the 
Governor, Maxwell, on the* subject of reform^ which contains 
some passages worthy of being noted. 

'* Although our statute-book," he observes, " is disgraced 
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vith perhaps fewer sanctions to atrocious and sanguinary 
conduct towards the slave population than are to be found 
among our neighbours, there b still much which proclaims 
the age when these our fellow-creatures were considered of 
less importance than the soil which they coltiyated, or the 
cattle which they drove/'—'' Aware of the impossibility of 
reconciling the various incongruities of the slav^ code, with 
the better feelings which now prevail towards them, and the 
change in their condition, which that feeling and their im- 
proved habits demand, I resolved at once on the repeal of 
every existing law bearing on this subject."— ^He then pro- 
poses to abolish the odious terms " slavia, and slavery/' and 
to substitute '' vassal, and vassalage/^ and thus '' strip the 
oendition of these people of an opprobrium which is re- 
volting to all who venerate, or would preserve the in^stilutioiis 
to which the condition of these people is at once an exoeip- 
tion and a reproach */' — He proposes to appoint a protector, 
and to abolish Sunday markets;' but he cannot bring himself 
to abolish wholly the flogging of females, who, he says, are 
the most turbulegt, and the agitators on all occasions. 
'' Uotir coercion fiaff ceo^e to hA ihe inoitetneni to labour, 
I do not consider it to be expedient that women should be 
aUbgotber exempt^ from this mode of chastisement/' He 
adopts the other regulatioos' of the Order in Council as to 
maniage, separation of relationi^ by judicial sale, property, 
mauumissioiis, and savings banks. In regard to evidence, 
he extends the principle beyond the Order in Council. He 
has never seen the necesrity (nor can we see it) of any re* 
^Irictibn on its admission under the precautions which courts 
would necessarily adopt« ** The prevailing feelings of our 
joiies' against the credibility of Negro evidence in gendral, 
will bean ample safeguard against the bias it may be silp- 
posed to have. I have therefore in tlie BiD I have framed 
aathoiiaed its reception in all civil smU or actions, in whiek 
the owner is concerned, or M^here any White persoti may be 
ohitrged with any offence pnnishable with death ; £ur. the re- 

- — ^— ^ rri-aM.j fc-— —J ■-■JtJL-M— i^_L-M-M-«Mf^^ " • — •• 1 --- ^ ^ - ^ . ■ ^^l^^^^-_^.._ _ , .^ ^ 

* We conceive, on the cootniry, Uiat U is ini|ftortaiir tHe atme should coa4 
tiaM wUil« tb^ abomiiuUUHi exiftte. 
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ccfption of such testimony can alone do away with the re- 
proach which now attaches to us, that not only cruelty but 
murder may be committed openly, and in the presence of 
hundreds, without the possibility of obtaining evidence for 
the conviction of the offender"^." — Mr* Pickwood further 
states, that he has adopted the penal clause on cruelty from 
the Trinidad Order, and has added clauses to secure to the 
slave a sufficiegey of food, allotments of land, clothing, time, 
'attendance on public worship, medical treatment, &c. (points 
not touched upon by the Order in Council.) We regret to^ 
observe the numerous and vexatious disabilities, and cUs- 
tinctions, which Mr. Pickwood has thought it necessary, we 
suppose in deference to West-Indian prejudices, to sanction 
and perpetuate in his Bill. Those disabilities and dis- 
tinctions are stated to consist, in requiring that they should, 
be provided with a pass on going abroad; in the mode of ap-^' 
prehending fugitives, and of the punishment for harbouring* 
Or concealing them; in searching thbir houses for stolen 
goods ; in the sale of liquor or arqis to them, or their ob«> 
taining goods under false pretences ; and in the penalties at- 
tached to their being concerned in rebellion, or murder, or». 
using words tending to rebellion, or in preparation of mis- 
chief ; to their firing squibs or struggling with, or Wounding,, 
a White person ; to their galloping horses through the streets; 
their cruelty to cattl^ ; their gamblipg, or unlicenced dances ;. 
their pretending to witchcraft; and their preparing poison, 
or having poisonous drugs in their possession* "These 
offences," he adds, " are not less offences in the White man 
than in the slave ; but, they are here especially provided 
against, as requiring* in some cases, a more summary mode 
of investigation, and a different punishment f." 

I . I ■ 

* It may be worth while pointing out how exacOy the remarks eoit-> 
tained in the Second Antf4l«iT«ry Report (p. 76), on that part of the* 
Trinidad Order whieh relates to the evidence of slaves, tally with the ob. 
servations of this intelligent lawyer and jndgp. 

t Unt does not the principle- so well laid down-by Lord ftatharst, in -the 
case of the- Bahama Act, apply with .equal foree -to the projected law of 
St. Chrifttopher'8 i ** Since the superiority of rank and education which be-- 
loqg to the White inhabitant is an aggravation of the offence committed by 
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XVIi SAINT LUCIA. 

The commanicatioDS from this island, wfaich occupy a large 
space, commence with letters addressed to Lord Bathnrst, 
from Miyor-General Maiowaring, and Colonel Blackwall, 
who hare successively administered its government. The sen- 
timents expressed in these letters bear strong marks of the 
iniaence of West-India prejudice. (A. pp. 231 — 318.) 

The state of the island, in respect to religioos instractionr 
seems most deplorable ; it being " without one Protestant mi- 
nister, or PrQtestant place of worship,'^ in the whole colony, 
or even one place of worship at Castries, the chief town, 
for the Catholics, who form its main population. In two 
or three respects, the slave code of St. Lucia is more, 
favourable to the slaves than it is in our own colonies. 
<< The evidence of slaves is received, excepting for or against 
their masters." The law permits, and even ordains, the cele. 
bration of the marriages of slaves, with the consent of the 
owner ; but then, adds the Governor, '' in this colony, mar* 

him, there is an injnstic^ in assigning to the aggravated offence tl|e minor 
punishment.'' The plan of the proposed Act is directly the reverse. It is 
to assign to the minor offence an aggravated panishment.— Mr. Pickwood 
observer, that these offences are not less offences in the White man than in 
the slaves But is it really so ? Is it any offence in a White man of 8t. 
Christopher's to go abroad without a pass ; to nse vrords in preparation for 
mischief; to fire squibs; to Btrnggle with, or even wonnd, a White man. 
if in self-defence ; to gallop a horse through the streets ; to shew cruelty 
to cattle ; to gamble ; to have poisonous drugs in his possession ? And if 
such acts are offences when committed by a White man, why should they 
be punished more leniently in him than in the slave ? — It is much to be la- 
mented that the obeah clauses are continued in a Bill framed by so respect- 
able a man as Mr. Pickwood. It is remarkable that in the neighbouring 
island of Antigua, no such disgraceful and unchristian enactment exists ; 
and we have never heard that the very slightest inconvenience has there 
resulted from the omission. Are our West-Indian legislators so little ac- 
quainted with human nature as not to know that witchcraft, obeah, &c., 
acquire respect and veneration in the ^yea of the ignorant, just in propor- 
tion as they appear to be regarded with apprehension by the more intelli- 
gent ; whereas the true cure for the prevalence of a belief in these things 
is wholly to disregard them, and to apply onr efforts, not to punish the 
superstition, but to enlighten the ignorance which is its source ? 
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nageis liide ccxnmoft lunoDg slaves ; but iliet proceeds from 
the abienee of religioos ilistotctioa, not frofliany objection oa 
the part of the owQer9> n^ho would be. anxtous to encoarage 
it" (Why then do tbey i^t?) '* Marriage between slaves of 
different estaties^ is not knotwn/' The husband and wife^ and 
cUildreii iHider,fQQrteea» qannot he sold separately* 

Ott.iaaiinmissiiQDs, a sum of 99^ ci;irreacy, or 43/. sterling, is 
payable fks a tax ; and for the continuance of this tax, the Go- 
vernor most ingeniously and earnestly pleads, having discover>- 
ed that a tdx i^ a gre&t stimulus to tndustcy, and a promoter 
of good conduct. He is willing, however, in deference to 
Lord Batborst, to abate a part of this tax, bot proposes to re*- 
tain abo^ t a moiety of it. 

l4Qi:d Baithar^t had proposed, to require a>bond, in case of 
the !Dian«i4bii8^!k>n of children under a certain age, to prevent 
tbeir beceaiiqg chargeable to the island. Oeneral Main- 
waring (net being aware how strongly, with a view to de* 
fend tases,. bonds, &c« in cases of mannfmission^ the W«9t 
Ind&aa^ rgen^^Ily had dwelt on the dsngens of pauperism) 
i^nsfreTs witb gret^t.simplioity, " I cam^ot. conceive a case in 
which 'Sfieh a bond wpnid be .neQes£taft*y for children, under the 
existing Order of tMng$ : your Lordship aiay not be aware, that 
ther^ >ar^ nope^upeti in this c(^»y,"— rdbvioasly meaning, no 
free |>er$DQ^ whp.ar^.panpers. This.FeAiariLei|aaUy appliesto 
every ot^r iQoloiiy, howcfver tbe fact may ;have been ooia* 
orated «ir denied by oolonial wriltepsor orators, who teive falsely 
alleged liie apprehended ehaiigelt of paup^ism as their apo« 
kgy :fpr jtaxens ^nd. o4bet*:rsf5traints di aiaDamiasioa. 

i^e Genial entertains eerieas doiibtiii as io ihe propriety- 
of dbcontinuing to fiog women. He thinks it may be pos- 
sible, but speaks very hesitatingly upon the point, by meaps 
of tread-nulls and solitary cejls, to establish ^ sys^sm ^|>ti- 
fdtkmeni whkA. migbt doaway with the necesmty of the wbip V 
but the Whip or martinet he thinks Should be reserved in ter-^ 
rorem. * !But for female slaves, on estates^ he is utterly at, a 
loss.to.ooneeive what punisbment can be substituted. The. 
tm«fiiiiio«is opinion of all with whom his had con^rsed was, 
that ihe iiohip or martinet must be reserved as a punishment 
for the females, the women being infinitely more difficult to . 
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madage than the men. He adds, ** I have had a special i-e- 
port, from one quarter of the island, that, since the whip has 
been diacontinued for the women, the.men thake use of their 
wives. to convey to their owners all sorts of insolent and in- 
subordinate requests and observations'^. I can perfectly un- 
derstand the possibiiityr of this being the case, and therefore 
cannot doubt that it is so f ; as I am persuaded that the owner 
will not unfrequently punish the husbandi for the wife, if he'be 
deprived altogether of the right of punishing this lattier p" 
As to abolishing the use of the whip in the field, '* the planters 
are exceedingly apprehensive that, without this badge of office, 
the commander (driver) will not be able to enforce his orders." 
If, however^ the means of keeping, up order and regularity 
on their properties, that is, enforcing labour, is reserved to 
them, they will no longer be disinclined to banish the whip. 

To grant to the slaves a right of property, the General 
thinks would be subversive of the existing law, and will be- 
sides induce the slave to be dishonest to his owner, or to 
steal §. To establish savings banks will be extremely diffi* 
cult, slaves being both mistrustful and incautious, (p. 231, &c.) 

The letter of General Mainwaring is accompanied by somie 
observations of the Attorney-General.- He conceives reli- 
gious instruction to be scarcely practicable, from the great- 
ness of the expense, the aversion of the slaves, and the hope- 
lessness of procuring ministers. He defends the holdiiigof 
the markets on Sunday. He objects to the proposed facilities 
to manumission, and for this strange reason: "There is 
no greater stimulus to labour for a slave than the desire of 
obtaining his liberty." And yet he proposes an impost to form 



* This ^oiild imply, that as early as AngiiRt 1823, the date of this letter* 
the flogging of females had actnally been discontinned in St. Lncia, This, 
however, as iEippeare from snbseqnent statements, innst have been a mis- 
take ; the planters haying doubtless tried to impose upon him, by this un- 
founded representation. • 

t And yet what was there to prevent the owner at that time from punish- 
ing this insolence in the n&ual way ? The law had not yet been altered. 

X What a shocking picture of the character of the very men whose hnma- 
nity the General nevertheless praises, and on whose information he relies ! 

§ This mode of treating the subject affords a complete proof of the total 
want of property tu the slave at present. 



- ^ SAINT LV CI A'-^objeclions to reform. ^ 

a fand for their mainteriaiice, because manumitted slaves are 
averse to work, give themselves up to excesses of all kinds, 
aod are thus brought to a state of infirmity and misery *. The 
regulations for restraining, deferring, witnessing, and recofrd-' 
ing the punishments of slaves, he thinks are superfluous and 
impracticable. ** Such changes would give the death«blow to 
the subordination of the slaves, and would essentially com- 
promise the safety of the master." In short, he adds, with 
evident horror, '* the total subversion of the colony would be 
the result of such innovations." (A. pp. 236 — 247.) 

Col. Blackwall's communications are in a similar strain. 
The proposed measure could not be made law in Saint Lucia 
with safety to the planters or advantage to the slave. The 
existing law is decidedly adverse to the abolition of flogging 
females, and to the right of the slave to redeem himself. The 
existing circumstances too of the colony are such, that his 
Majesty's Ministers will no doubt see the propriety of defer* 
ring any amendment of the slave laws. The general state 
of society is far from being highly civilized. There is not 
one school in the island. The slaves have the intelligence 
of contentment and simplicity, but no instruction whatever. 
The proposed change, therefore,, would be too serious a 
change to be carried into efiect, without imminent danger to 
the public peace, and would impede, rather than advance, the 
cause of freedom. The owner, who now gives his slave 
every opportunity of exerting his industry in his own behalf, 
and of disposing of the .produce of it, will at once deprive 
him, as far as may be in his power, of these indnlgencies, and 
no law can be framed to prevent this. Manumissions; which 
go on rapidly at present, will be impeded rather than pro- 
moted by legislative enactments. The master, grateful for 
faithful services, may be ready of his own will to make any 
sacrifice ; but if the law compelled him to do so, bis feelings 
would be; changed f. The most sanguine well-wisher to 
emancipation could hardly hope it should proceed faster than 



* And yet the Goveruor affirms that there are no paupers in St. Lucia, 
t The sooner such masters are deprived of the enormous powers they 
possess, the better. 
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it does at presattt. Col. Blaekwall views it as iadispeesdile 
to nake the dave look up to bis owner aloiie for his iVeedora, 
asthe reward of faithful service ; and he urges Lord Bathiirst 
that the slave should not be entitled to elum his freedom as 
a right, without paying a sum beyond his value and producing 
testimonials of his good conduct. ' * My dbject," says this officer, 
^'is solely to preserve to the master the affection of the slave, 
wfiieh he woidd unquestionably lose if the slave considered 
every moinent he worked for his master as a robbery upon 
that time he ought to employ to obtain his own freedom, or 
that of his wife and children.' I enter as warmly as any man 
into the views of Government for the amelioration of the 
condition of the slaves ;" but ^' I conceive it to be impossible 
lo grant, without limitation, this right to the slave witiioBt 
destroying that relation between the master and himself upon 
which the happiness of both entirely depends." Such are 
the views of this West-Indian governor. 

In a subsequent letter, he states, that he had made a tour 
of the island. The slaves were well and regularly clothed, 
fed, and attended to in every respect ; a great degree of 
leniency and humanity was observed towards them ; they 
appeared happy and contented, and their owners seemed to 
use their endeavours to make them so. And yet, notwith- 
standing these flattering representations of Col. Blackwall, 
the slave population, though consisting of many more women 
than men, appears to be decreasing at the rate of two and one« 
tenth per cent, per annum*. He ought to have reconciled 
this fact with bis report. 

On the 9th of September, 1821, Colonel Blackwall trans- 
mitted to Loi^ Bathurst, agreeably to his Lordship's instruc- 
tions, the draft of an Order ^' embodying the whole spirit" of 
the Trinidad Order in Gonucil. He contends strenuously, 
however, for the continuance of Sunday markets, for pre- 
venting slaves from holding lands, and against the slave's 
right to be manumitted on paying his value, unless he shall 
have previously obtained his owner's consent. HobIso pro- 
po8es« thut in all criminal prosecutions, against any White 



* See Second Anti-slavery Report, p. 1M. 
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person eoirvioled on tbe ovidenee of bis own staves, saeh slaves 
shall be s^old, togetber with their husbands, wives, and childreD» 
and the produce paid to the owner. Two elaiises aare pro^ 
posad to beintroduoed, which are improvenaeats on the Order 
In Coonoil — first, that no punishvient shall be tnflicted by 
ady Owner or other person npon any slave, in respect of any 
ooi9plafnt made by him to the protector ; hot if any ponish- 
ment is inflicted, it shall only be after trial and conviclitii 
before the proper tribanal ; second, that not only slaves^ bnl 
persons of free condition, shall be at liberty to purchase the 
freedom of their father, mother, wife, husband, child, brother 
or sister, who may still be slaves* 

It transpires incidentally, that under the existin|f law all 
interrogations and examinations are secret, to the exeluiiQn 
even of the prosecator ; and that of course, unless the law 
is altered, even the protector of slaves would be excluded 
from them ; bqt surely this ought not so to be. 



XVII- SAINT VINCENT. 

An Act had passed the legislature of Saint Vinoent in 1830U 
for consolidatiDg the different laws relative to sla^ves^ the 
homanity of which was highly vaunted as having antieipated 
all Lord Batbnrst's improvements'. It was doublless an ioft-i 
provement on the old law of Sniot Vincent ; but, on being 
examined, it was found to bo neither nore nor less, with 
scarcely any variation, thaii a substantial transcript cf tbe 
Oonsolidated Act of Jamaica of December, 1816. On the 
36th of July, 1894, Lord Batbnrst addressed a letter to the 
governor, Sir C Brisbane, commenting 4m this Act of 1820, 
and refeiting him to the Trinidad Order in C^tuncil for the 
general grounds of his objections. Among other olaastes he 
objects to two, which enact, that if one slave assist another 
to go off the island, he shall suffer deaih ; but that if a White 
or free person assist him, he shall be transported, without 
saying for what period. Lord Bathurst's remark on these 
clauses is important, as involving a general principle of ex- 
tensive application in colonial legislation, and which will be 
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found already propouoded in the case of the law of the Ba- 
hamas. ** The offence for which such disproportionate panish- 
ment is provided by the former of these claases cannot be 
considered as of a malignant nature ; yet it would be ^gra- 
vated rather than palliated, both as regards the delinquency 
of the act, and its danger to society, under the circumstance 
of being committed by a person of free condition, as contem- 
plated by the latter clause, which, nevertheless, provides a 
minor punishment." (A. p. 112.) 

The Governor laid Lord' Bathnrst's communication before 
the legislature. The Council, in reply, " cannot refrain from 
expressing a hope that precipitance may be avoided in in- 
troducing untried innovations into this tranquil, happy, and 
hitherto contented country; and that our rulers will deign to 
recollect the wise opinion on government, left to his country, 
by one of its most profound reasoners and writers, ' It were 
good that men in innovations would follow the example of 
time itself, which, indeed, innovateth greatly, but quietly, and 
by degrees.' '* — The Assembly resolve that the whole matter do 
stand over. " I have been unwilling," observes the Go- 
vernor, in his letter of the 10th of September, 1824, ** to 
press the matter on the immediate consideration of the legis- 
lature, for two reasons ; first, I am confident it will be much 
more satisfactory to your Lordship and creditable to them- 
selves, that all thei>e improvements should be voluntary ; se- 
condly, that were I instantly to have directed their attention 
to this subject, I might, perhaps, have acted with some pre- 
cipitancy, and, by irritating the public mind, rendered them 
more obstinate opponents than it is youi* Lordship's desire. 
They have, until December next, 1824, time suffipient to 
weigh the nature and principles of the measures proposed." 
It does not appear, however, that a single step has since been 
taken towards the desired reformation. 



XVllI. TOBAGO. 

In 1824 the legislature of this island passed an act cupntain- 
ing some improvements on their former slave code. It ad- 
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knits slave evidence in the only case in which the Trinidad 
Order in Gounoil has rejected it ; viz. in the case of the wil- 
ful murder or mayhem of a slave by a White or free person, 
provided no White or free person had been present, and pro- 
vided two slaves nnimpeached as to credibility, concur in their 
testimony. Clauses are also introduced for securing the per- 
sonal property of the slave ; for abolishing Sunday markets^ 
and substituting Thursday ; for allowing to the slaves thirty- 
five week-days in the year for their provision grounds ; and 
for limiting arbitrary punishment to twenty stripes ; any num- 
ber more than twelve requiring the presence of a free person 
besides the person who inflicts the punishment. 

In this act, however, there are many omissions, and many 
objectionable clauses. To these Lord Bathurst calls the at- 
tention of the Governor, Sir F. P. Robinson, in his letter of 
26th July 1824, referring him to the Trinidad Order, to 
which he wishes the law to be assimilated, and pointing out 
some specific objections to the act recently passed. He ob- 
jects to the inflicting of capital punishment for the crimes of 
'' compassing the death of a White or free person," ** maim- 
ing of cattle," and " enticing other slaves to run off the 
island." Receivers of stolen goods are punishable with cor- 
poral punishment ; but it is not specified that a knowledge 
of the goods having been stolen is of the essence of the of- 
fence. The powers of slave courts are too extensive for 
courts which are not courts of record. Other defects are 
pointed out, in addition to which there are the very serious 
omissions of the inadmissibility of slave evidence, except in 
iet particular case : the marriage of slaves ; the removal of all 
obstacles to manumission; and the regulation of the sale of 
slaves neariy related. 

Sir F. P. Robinson, on the 27th October 1824, informs 
Lord Bathurst, that ** there is great reason to fear the Colo- 
nial Legislature will not attend to the suggestions submitted 
to them respecting amendments and additions to the slave 
act." " To press them farther on the subject this session 
would answer no good purpose, and therefore it will be better 
to w«At the event of the January sessions." But even this 
qualified hope lasts only a single day. On the 28th October 
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the QiiTonior writes, tbat it is his deoided Ofimout '* ikai 
nothing iBore wfll be done towards the melioratioo 0f the thh* 
didoD of the skrves in this colony by the legislatwr^v" He 
tnmsinite at the same tifcRe a message from th^ Hons^ df As- 
sembly rcgeetiog the Trinidad Order entirely* It coaU Wif, 
they say, be adapted to the island of Tobago^ without ^md 
prcgttdioe to die intek^^t of the master* and the good goiremr 
meot end happkiess of the slave population. The House «9 
fnlly convioeed that in the late aet, tiiey have gOD0 as far as 
prudence and ^opriety oan justify, and that in ihe )>r^enl 
state of the steve ipopnlaticm, to adopt all the measures re- 
commended by his Mcgesty's Governftnent, would be eqiiaH^ 
destrut^tiTe of Ihe interests of the tnaater, and the h^ipioess 
of the dinre." 



XIX. TRINIDAD. 

The whole of the papers connected with Trinidad, which 
are contained in the. book Av have a reference to the pror 
mulgation of the Order in Council^ which took place on the 
24th May 1824, and to. the subsidiary regulations which were 
found necessaiy either for giving effect to its provisions, or 
for supplying its defects. Into these it will be unnecessary 
to enter much at large. The substance of the Order itself^ 
as it origiaaUy stood, will be found in the Appendix to the 
Second Report qf the Anti^slavery Society, p. 71. 

Two proclamations have «ince been issued : the first, df .the 
S3d June 1824/ directs that, instead of being punished by 
flogging, female slaves shall thenceforward be liable to be pur 
nished, by their owners, by solitary confinement, with or with- 
out work, not exceeding three days ; by field-stocks for the 
hands, during the hours of labour, not exceeding thirty minutes 
for each offence ; hy house-stocks for the hands and feet, with 
or without seats, during any period of the day, not exceeding 
six hours ^ hy bed-stocks for the confinement of the feet 
during the night; handcuffs; distinguishing dresses, with or 
without stocks ; distinguishing marks to be suspended from 
the neck ; eonfinemept, either solitary or otherwise, with or 
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.^Ihout task* work. These pnnishments may also be ioflicted 
OQ male slaves in lieu of floggi&g : offences requiridg a liighet 
punishmeot are to be referred to the magistrates or tribnnals 
aecording to their enormity. Regalations are also promul- 
^ted for the management of th^ Savings* Banks. 

The second proclamation is dated tho 29th October 1824^ 
and directs that nothing in the Order of Council, prohibiting 
compulsory labour on the Sunday, shall be construed to autho- 
rize any slave to hire himself to work, either to his owner or any 
other pei:son, from sun-set on Saturday to sun-rise on Monday ; 
provided, howe?er, that in case it shall be absolutely neces* 
sary for the preservation of the crops or produce on any 
plantation, or for the prevention of essential injury to the 
same, slaves may be employed for hire between these hours, 
provided they voluntarily consent to do so, and provided they 
are so hired by their owner, or by other persons with the 
owner's special consent in writing ; the lowest rates of wages, . 
which shall be payable to slaves so hiring themselves, shall be 
fixed and n^ade known by a public notice from the Protector 
smd Guardian of slaves^ and it shall not be lawful to pay them 
less than this fixed rate. It is iurther directed, that nothing 
in* the Order shall be construed to prevent the employment 
between sun-set on Saturday aod sun-rise on Monday, of 
watchmen, nurses, domestic servants, &c.; it being understood 
that no field labour, or labour in any of the ordinary works of 
the plantation shall take place,* on any pretence of irrepara- 
ble injury from delay, unless . the slave shall voluntarily 
engage in it and be paid for it. It is further declared,* that 
female slaves under the age of ten years may be corrected for 
faults as children of free conditiou'are usually corrected ; that 
the expenses of appraisement, on the manumission of a slave, 
are to be equally divided between the owner and the slave ; 
that wh6n a person's interest iii all his slaves shall, by reason 
of his cruelty and unlawfully punishing his slaves, become 
liable to forfeiture, the sentence shall hot take effect until the 
whole case, with all its particulars, shall have ^een reported^ 
to his Majesty, and his royal pleasure thereon shall have been 
signified ; and that the rights of third parties shall not be 
affected by such forfeiture. 
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In tbe Order, as thns firamed aad modified, Lumd Bathnrvt 
ffemarkfli " there ii^iijothiiig^ which dan give to ibe plasters tmj 
jost claim for conpensatiou. I am jns ready -as anjman to 
^oknovledge and taatrtibtin that the sfamre nusst be ceasULered 
as the property of bis master. But the daive iias his i&gbts. 
|Je has a right to ibe prcNteetioai of itbe masier in relum for 
his service, and tbe lair«Einst secune to him that firoleotion* 
TbeM IS notJiiogin die provisiodBs of this Osder irinich goes 
beyond tibe limits viuoh this pruiciple preaorihes. JhimoBt 
pases -they do IHtle more tlian what (icaotice baesaamctioiifid* 
OP the law has already ^oijaed. The master is not. deprived 
of the service >of bis slaive on any day exoept Sunday; and 
it is to be hoped that no Christian master will so far forget 
btmaeifas to claim indemnity for the loss of Aai which liis 
religioB must have taught him he ougbt neirer to require." 

Tbe Se(sond Report of the Anti-slavery Society .has already 
stated tbe grief and dismay whieb the promulgation of tbis 
Order in Cowcil produeed am^jog the pknters in Trinidad. 
bi reply to Ihe atrong lemonstranees of the .ooloQists; ibe 
Gorernor arefoses to suspend tbe Order; and he affirms, that, 
**thepointi$4:Qmpriz€dinii were reconmended to Ai&MaJ€8iy's 
(xovernment by the whole body of Wiest-^lndm planters and 
merchants in London, m!fii concejfUons on the part of the 
ilaue proprietors M^ It is .importsmt to hear this in mind* Tbe 
remonstrants in Trbidad affeet to regard ibe Order as the 
work of the aboUtionists, while it is in feet the v»tk of the 
West-India body in London. " 

In o«e of tbe many remonstmiiQes presented to Sir B. 
Wo(Hilford by tbe inhabitants, and in which tbey ram^ok Ihe 
Bnglisb vocabulary for words sufficiently stjrottg to asLpress 
their dtssatiafaction and their alana^ we find tbe following 
passage : ** It is avowedly a measnie by which tiie assump- 
tioBs of the(»ry are to foe imbjected to tbe test of experisaant^ 
to be &lsified or eonfiitned.; by which the pbilQaopbic legis- 

* Lord Batfanret, we fear, has not been well informed as to the extent 
of amproyeme&t mlAch practice, in the oohmies, hia4 prenrionslyaaaetiimed ; 
pechftps from bis having taikein the «iifo«o(iied statements «f sAine «yen 
respectable West-Indians <o be trne re|>resentations j snch a stateneut^ 
for example, as that the whip is used not as a stimulus to labour, but as 
a mere badge of authority. 



lator 19 te ascertaia whet&ief a slave can- be raised' &oai the 
lojweair grade to a move elevated rank in society, and jet 
vemaitt A slavey productive as property and subservient to tbe 
will of his^ master; whether a pairtial infusion of the best 
pviscipleSy extracted firom a society of theo highest order and 
refinenent into a system itadkallyvicioofl and bad, yethiiberto! 
sim^ io its deformity,. wSI^ by the admiisture, neutraliiae and 
inprov>e the latter, or tiu& whokv explode by repulsion J' To* 
this vemonstraace they subjoin a long series of questions as 
to- the precise* meaning of various provisiona of the Ovder in 
Gonneilf in reply to which Lord Baifaurat afterwards furnishes 
es^iaaatioas, which, in most respects, are satisfactory. 

Tbey ask whether,theclanse, profaibitiag compulsory labour 
en tiie Sunday, forbids an exertion of the authority of the 
master to oblige lasy and indolent Negroes to work their 
grooiids on Sunday, as he» been, the prcKticebitberto^ Lord 
Baihurst's reply is to this effect: "The Order in Council^ 
distinctly prohibits the use of compulsion to induee- a slave 
li» work e veil OB his own ground on a Sunday. The master 
is eatiAed to the labour of the slave for six days in the week, 
but be is not entitled to more, and out of the profits of the 
six days' labour the dawe must be supported. The seventh 
must belong to ike slave entirely for bb own profit and 
advantage* I can pereeiv^e no difference in principle between 
the practice) of purchasing food for Negroes, who are exclu* 
sively employed for six days in^ the servree of th^r masters 
for tbeir suppotrt dnriog tbe wboie week, and of appropriating 
aB adequate^ portioi^ of tiime^ during tbe six days, for 1k« 
cnltivatioD of their grcMrodsw . It is therefore evident, that 
in' cases where tbe master adopts the system of provision 
gnmnds (which is most frequently the case iq Trinidad), he 
can have: no possible claim far the. services of his slave oa the 
Sunday, wbether those services be for the execution of work 
exclusively to be performed for himself, or for the cultivation; 
of provision grounds, by the produce of which he is to be 
relieved from ike suppcnrt of his slaves* Nor can be be con- 
sidered as entitled to compensation for that day, or part of 
a day, which he may permit his slaves to appropriate during 
the six working days, for he makes this arrangement to super- 
sede tke necessity of purckasing provisions for his slaves.'' 



lOS TRi N 1 D A D'i-'^xplanatianB of cr^n 

It is to be regretted that the Order is perfectly stleiit on 
tiie importaot poiat of the quantom of time to be allowed to 
the slave in lieu of Sunday, over and above the time that had 
been previously allowed him in addition to it* 

The 2l8t clause enacts, that on the prosecution of an owner 
for inflicting an illegal punishment on a slave, if the slave 
(not himself being a competent witness) shall be produced in 
court with the traces of recent laceration visibly, and shall 
inake a probable and consistent statement of all the circum- 
stances, then the owner shall be bound to prove either that 
the punishment was not inflicted by him, or that it was a 
lawful punishment ; and failing to do so shall be adjudged 
guilty. To this clause the planters object, that a slave 
might, from malicious motives, procure'some fellow-slave to 
flog him, so as to create laceration, and then exhibit his sores 
in court as evidence against his master. But Lord Bathurst 
justly thinks that there is no probability of any such fraud 
being attempted. . 

It is objected to the clause which prohibits the flogging of 
.female slaves, that they are thus placed in asuperior state to 
persons of free condition. Lord Bathurst observes, that the 
objection does not prove the impropriety of the clause, but 
rather demonstrates the necesisity of altering the law which 
sanctions such a mode of punishing free females. He intimates 
at thi^ same time, that a law is meditated for improving the 
condition of the free People of Colour. 

It is asked, whether the permission given to the slaves to 
hold land does not virtually revoke the existing law of Trinidad, 
prohibiting slaves from cultivating the staple commodities of 
the island. Lord Bathurst replies, that in granting to slaves 
the power of acquiring land, the order does not of course 
exempt them from any existing restrictions as ,to the mode 
in which the land may be cultivated by persons of their class 
and condition *. 



* What a hard measure is dealt out to the poor slave 1 His want of in. 
dastry is assigned as a reason for withholding freedom from faftti ; bat, by 
positive regulations, restraining the application of his indastry, all motive 
to its exertion is as much as possible taken away. He is not allowed to 
grow, or even to possess, a single article of exportable produce. Lord 
Bathurst appears to have been struck with the injustice of this arrauge- 
* in the case of Demerara. It it less nnjust in the case of Trinidad ? 
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The Golooial Committiee inqaife, whether in the case of an 
old iDfirm slave having acqnired property to purchase either 
his own freedom, or that of his soo who might be in the vigour 
of life, such a slave might elect to remain in slavery himself^ 
continuing a burden to bis owner, and to free his son, who 
forms a valuable part of the owner's property : Lord Bathurst 
well replies, " This is a just right which the slave clearly 
possesses under the order. The most powerful inducement 
to a life of labour and self-denial is destroyed, if the slave is 
not permitted to employ, as may please him best, whatever 
property he may acquire by his exertions. An old man might 
purchase bis freedom at a cheap rate; but if he prefers labour- 
ing longer to purchase that of his son, such an instance of 
parental regard and self-denial would not make the father less 
deserving of support* Besides, if the father might not pur^ 
chase the freedom of his own son, there is nothing which 
could prevent his making ov^r to the son the means of pur-^ 
chasing it for himself. The prohibition, therefore, would not 
only be harsh but inoperative. Nor is the master really 
injured ; for, if the son be strong and valuable, the owner 
will receive his proportionable price* If, on the other hand, 
the father is old and infirm, is it because he has spent his 
youth and strength in habits of industry, and in his master's 
service, that he is unworthy of support?" Lord Bathurst 
adds his opinion, that, where either infants or old persons are 
redeemed for a valuable consideration paid to the owner, no' 
bond for maintenance ought to be required. It is true that the 
slave so redeemed may become a public burden. Where a 
slave, however, is manumitted for a valuable consideration, 
ti^e security is considerable. ** Such manumissions can only 
take place with the concurrence of the slave himself, with his 
own money, or with the money of some one who has an 
interest in his welfare. It is not to be supposed that the 
consent would be given, or the money paid, if there were a 
reasonable prospect that the manumission would injure the 
party manumitted, by reducing him from a state of sufficiency 
to poverty and distress. A slave, who can raise or possesses 
the means of purchasing his own freedom, will seldom belong 
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to tiiat olaw of jlersona who sink intd pauperisai. Ok this, 
aai every system of law, fravda mrf be attempted ; but the 
Protector enslaves wiJl be boaad to cotititeract such Araikhdesi 
praetkes*." 

Thei Order ia CoudciI, say the pfatnters, has made skves 
eompetent witnesses on prodttotsg a oortiicate lirom tbeff re- 
tigtoos teacher. It is asked wh^her the want of such a cer- 
tificate will render a shive incompetent* who might aceording 
to the pre-existing law have been received as a wilfness* 
Lord Bathurst's ' reply is important. ** The* Order/' he says, 
'* femisbes a dislinct* answer to tbi? questidn, 1)y dedMring 
that Bothmg therein contsiiied shall egctend to take away 
or dHnbish any power or authority which any coort of 
crimiiial jurisdietioii now ha/th to admit, in any case> the 
evidence of persons bcang in a state of slavery." Attbe same 
time, prior to this satisftictory ea^laanlion of his lordship, we 
shoald bave been apt to form a diffareot conelttsioir. It the 
wJfeoIe commnaity of slaves in Trinidad already enjoyed the 
prmlege, in point of law, of giving evidence in courts of 
jnstiee, we idioiild have eoncfaided that a clause, speciaUy 
entitfing those who obtain a certificate eS eompfrtency to this 
tf was intended to operate to ike exdasion of all e4keir« 



The set of papers B. cantains a report of tike operation' of 
the Order in Conocil in Trinidad, doring the first half yeev 
of its existence — namely, from Jane to December 1834. 
'* It is aUeged," says the Governor, in transflmttis^ tins 
rep<^t, '' that many pbmtevs danot pnnbh their slaves^, even 
when they merit chiEutisenBent, fhim the dislike, and often 
from the kmbilkj, to keep tbe Becord Book^ Bat though 
this may have occurred, it is, I believe, equally true t&at the 
fear of their ofence being reeotded has also served to restrain 
tbe slaves;* Cases of insolence and insubordination fietpiently 
occur among the female slaves, for whick confinement wonU 



* His' Lordsbip here furBUhes a powexfiil reply to aU tbose nMenM^ 
shinden poured forth by the Rev. Mi;^ Bridges, and others of his 
class, against manumission, as converting the now happy slave into a 
iliise?«Me and Mpless pauper. 



lie a siifficieiit pcmishiBent, if it fwem pensisted ia, ImC (ke loss 
of the people's laboor prev^entB all the benefit that aaiigbt be 
felt from such a ^nlbslitatioii. More serious 0Beiices were 
intendeil to be met liy labour 00 the tread«wheel uoder the 
orders of a ma^ti»be, bat the dtstanee of the mBJoribf of 
estates from Port of Spam prevents r«ooiitse ibeiiif had to it/' 

The r^KHTt of the Piiocucador Syndic, Mr. Henrjr Gloster^ 
is very full. It ^^ontaxns a luirietjr of information. 

I. Crimioal prosecntions at the instance of Hhe Attorney- 
General, irom 24Al .of June to 2itk of December VSStt^ 
These are eleven in number. (B. pp. fl8^*-87.) 

1. The King agaii^t Robert Gaston, the maoagier >of La 
Puerta estate, for flogging a slave named SMiastiafi Ma^, 
because be said be was sick, and afterwards beailnng hicn mtfi 
a stick for Ae ^same oau^e, and breaking bis arm* This ^as 
a icase of much doubt, and the«cc«sed was tbeiefope properly 
acquitted. 

8. Tiie King against Fvancis; a iilave, ftr amaulting and 
wvHunding a free Spaniard, The prisover h u An g found gwhgr 
was sentenced to hand labmir in the tread^mill for four inanlhfi, 
thai to be punished with forty stripes in presence cf Ae 
slaves of the ne^hbouring estates, and <hen delivered to his 
master* 

. . 3. The King against Plato Angmilla, > a slava, for tissaiAliftg 
and woonding Richard Pearce, a slave. Not guflty-^dis^ 
ehaorgad. 

A* The King against Jaques Grand Guile, a riave, for 
assault and murder of a free man, Telemaqne. Not guilty 
of the nmvder, but guiUy^of die assault. The Court, howet^r, 
deemed .the oamfinemenil afaready sustained suAcient pnsviib- 
ment, and discharged Uol 

5. The King against Jean Paul Ongell, a i^ve, ior an 
assault on the cirerseer and 4mer<of the estate to wtnch lie 
belonged. He was foand gnflfy, and sentenced to seventy 
stripes in the pvesenoe of the slaves of the neighbouring 
estates* 

ft. the King against Robert Ramsay, a slave, for the 
murder erf another slave. There was a seeond count for an 
assault. H« was aeqnitted of the murder, but found guMy 



of the Bssault, hot which was of snch a nature th^t his previoos 
confinement was deemed a sufficient punishment. 

7. The King against two slaves. Hector Munro and 
L' Amour Roche, belonging to Belle Vue estate, for refusing 
to obey their master's orders, and resisting him and the over- 
seer, and for seducing the other slaves to the same disobedi- 
ence; and also for improper and insolent conduct towards 
the commandant of the district. The slaves on Belle Vue 
estate bad usually had Friday given to them (out of crq|>, we 
presume,) for their own provision grounds. I^s a punishment 
for some laxity of discipline (not turning out in the morning 
earlier than half-past six), the owner instructed the overseer 
to inform them/ on Thursday evening, that the next day 
(Friday) would not be allowed them as usual. Only a few 
of the Negroes, however, came to work. The owner, Mr. 
Byam Kedhead, sent the driver to inquire the cause and to 
summon them to work. They refused, saying they were 
entitled to that day. Mr. Redhead complained to Mr. Arm- 
strong, the commandant. The commandant came upon the 
estate and called the Negroes together, and, being unable to 
discover the ring-leader, selected Hector for punishment. 
Hector said he would not submit to be punished. The com- 
mandant then ordered the driver to seize him. Upon this 
all the Negroes, among whom was L' Amour, began to run, 
looking over their shoulders and brandishing their cutlasses, 
(a fact, however, which was contradicted by most of the wit- 
nesses,) saying they were men, and would defend themsielves. 
The women also behaved riotously, and ran oflTin another 
direction. The prisoners were found guilty, and were sen- 
tenced — Hector to eighty and L* Amour to one hundred stripes, 
under the superintendance of the commandant, and in the 
presence of a medical man. 

8. The King against Jean Gfiffis, a slave, for the wilful 
murder of another slave ; for assaulting and striking a watch- 
man ; and for stealing two bunches of plantains. He was found 
guilty of the murder and condemned to be hung. The Pro- 
tector appealed to the Governor and Council, who confirmed 
the sentence. The prisoner suffered death accordingly. 

9» The King against Anaclato Hospidales, a slave, for an 
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Bssaalt oh the miaQager of the estate oti which he was a. 
slave ;. and for assaalting and wounding two other, persons of 
free condition. The manager and the slave had been dining 
and drinking rum together^ and were both drunk. The out- 
rage was clearly owing to this circumstance. The prisoner 
was found guilty and condemned to receive; fifty lashes, 
which ought rather to have been inflicted on the manager. 

10. The King against* William Dallaway a slave, for 
being a notorious thief and vagabond, and for stealing a 
trunk, of clothing of the value, of fifty dollars. He was 
found guilty, and sentenced to receive eighty lashes with a 
cat o' nine tails in the public market-place. 

11. The King against Zaire Liiigere a female slave, for 
running away for nearly two years from her mistress's ser- 
vice, and embezzling her property, to the amount of 120/. 
Zaire had been employed by her mistress, Madame Victoire 
Bernard, to sell goods for her, and , had. always conducted 
herself well, and made faithful returns of her transactions. 
She had been entrusted with goods to sell .to the value of 500 
dollars, and had paid about 400 dollars of the amount ; but 
had absented herself since December 1822, with the re- 
mainder. It was proved on the part of the prisoner, that a 
free person, named Cassar Mandingo, had taken from her, 
on credit, goods to the amount of 100 dollars, which he had 
not paid. She told^him she would not quit his house tiU he 
had paid her. . When, after .some time, she returned to 
her own house, she found. she had been robbed of the goods 
she had left there, and being afraid to return to her mistress 
had gone back to the house of CaBsar Mandingo, where she 
had been detained ever since. She was found not guilty, and 
discharged. 

We have been more particular in recording the above 
eleven cases, making the whole of the criminal prosecutions, 
in wiiich slaves were in any way concerned, occurring. in six 
months, among a population consisting of upwards of 40,000 
persons of all classes, 22,000 of which are slaves ; because 
it has been asserted by the Trinidadians not only that the 
Order in Council would demoralize the slaves, and be pro- 
ductive of a multiplication of crime, but that, duripg the 

Q ^ 
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time it bad been in operation^ their anticipations had been 
more than verified. How little foundaiion there is for such 
an assertion, the preceding authentic details will testify* In 
the only two cases which can be referred to the head of insub- 
ordination to authority on the part of the sktyes^ the persons 
in authority were themselves evidently and chiefly in fault. 
In one case a man de[tfives his slaves of the day that had 
been usually appropriated to their own provision grounds, 
expecting them nevertheless to feed themselves. In the 
other, the manager sits down in the house of the slave, and 
gets drunk with rum belonging to the slave, and then prose- 
cutes the slave for having, when in a state of intoxication, in- 
duced by his own encouragement and example, committed 
an assault upon him. Nobody will deny that under these 
circumstances the criminals were punished with sufficient 
severity. The manager's pot-companion is visited with fifty 
lashes of the cart- whip; and the two assertors of their rights 
are condemned, one to 80, and the other, to KM) lashes. 

II« The number of slaves manumitted by private contract firom 
the 24th June to the 24th December 1824, amounted to sixty- 
five, besides twenty-four manumitted before the Chief Justice, 
and eleven more whose cases were undecided, making in the 
whole one hundred. Of the eighty-nine actually liberated, 
twenty received their freedom without any valuable considera- 
tiony and sixty-nine purchased their freedom, the whole sum 
paid by them amounting to 10,206Z. 18s. being on an' average 
147/. 18s. currency for each slave, or about 651. sterling. 

.Ten cases occur of slaves applying for their liberty, but 
who, on being appraised, found the appraisement to exceed 
their previous expectations, and the funds they had accumu- 
lated therefore to be inadequate to their redemption. 

III. Four actions had been brought by the Protector, for 
debts owing to slavey by free persons, and judgment was given 
in all of them for the plaintiff* The amount of these four 
claims was about 410/. currency. 

IV. The Returns of punishments for three months only. 
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from 24th June to 24th September^ are curious and most 
important No fewer than 446 proprietors make a return 
of no punishment exceeding three lashes having teen in- 
flicted on their slaves during these three months. These 
446 proprietors are possessors of slaves varying in num- 
ber from 1 to I21» and, in the whole, of 5915 slaves, 
being upwards of a fourth of the, whole slave population of 
the colony. 

Returns of the punishments on 189 estates are given. 
They amonnt to about 12d0 in three months, and include 
all inflictions above three lashes to the men, as wdl as those 
to which the women were subjected. One, two, or three 
ladbes however, frequently repeated in the course of the day» 
might of course add largely to the sum of punishments, and 
.there is nothing in the law to prevent the frequent repe- 
tition of these minor inflictions. — ^The number of women who 
are punished with confinement in the stocks for diflisrent pe* 
nods of time appears to exceed the number of men who 
receive punishment by confinement and flog^ng. The largest 
classes of offences con»st of noise, and neglect of worii; 
insolence and disobedience; not finishing task^; and being 
from half an hour to an hour too late in- the morning; 
likewise the getting drunk; false pretence of sickness; 
quarrelling, &c. Not cultivating their gardens, is also a 
frequent source of punishment. Another is the failing to 
bring the required portion of grass for the cattle ; a work, be 
it remembered, which is quite an extra work, after the pre- 
scribed term of labour in the field is over; and which, thougii 
a severe aggravation of the slave's toil, is never men- 
tioned, except incidentally, by the West-Indians. Absence 
from prayers is also punished on some estate£t with the whip 
or the stocks. We proceed to make a few extracts from this 
record, merely as a specimen of its general tenor. 

1. Jean Philip of Le Vivier — *^ for being absent from his 
garden on the Saturday afternoon, and not appearing s^tffrass 
with the rest of the people, nor at prayers on the Sunday 
evening ; also for refusing to turn out on Monday morning to 
his work, alleging he was sick j the doctor having visited him 
did not think proper to give him any medicine, but ordered 
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him for duty the following morning * "—puaished by the 'raa« 
nager with confinement for thirteen hours of the night in the 
bed-stdcks, and eighteenlashes. 

2. Grenville of Bon Air^ " for striking and ill-using his 
wife/' punished by the manager with twenty stripes. 

3.' May of Bon Air, '' for being three mornings behind 
the others in going to work/' punished by the manager with 
ten stripes. 

' 4. Margaret Jones of Dinsley, ** for hringing a small 
bundle of grass, and impudence when reprimanded/' con- 
fined in the bed-stocks one night. 

5. Paterson of Garden Estate, ''for telling a lie on the over- 
seer/' put in the stocks ; but on the next day he was taken out, 
the lie not being proved ; but afterwards put in agaiu/beiag 
fopnd guilty of the charge, and punished with twenty lashes. 

6. Jack of Golden Grove, V for bringing false charges 
against the manager/' punished by the commandant with 
twenty- four lashes. 

7. Jack Abole of Orange Grove, /' for making a. false 
complaint to the commandant,'! punished by the commandaikt 
at his own works with twenty- two lashes. 

8. Gatto Campbell of Carapichaima Hall — '' for doling bad 
work in the field, and answering the owner when found fault 
with, that it was well done: he returned only after beings 
ordered twice, and with great reluctance and murmuring, to 
meiid his work" — twelve lashes. 

9. Martilla of Mount Pleasant, *' for turning out late,*' in 
'the stocks one night. 

10. Frankey of ditto, ** forgoing off the estate without a 
'pass," confined two nights. 

11. Paul Collins of Vineyard, '* for disobedience of orders, 
aftad not bringing grass," punished with twelve stripes. 

12. Peter Delez^e of ditto, " for dancing to the drum after 
the hour appointed by Government," twenty-five stripes. 

13. Mary Anne Babrick of ditto, '' lost twenty-five minutes' 
work," and was imprisoned in the feet-stocks one of the hours 

' of noon of the same day. 

• If the doctor gave him a day's respite from labour, it was a proof thai 
his indisposition was not altogether feigned. 
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14. AngoUo of St. Francis and Frederie]^^ '' for saying 
with contempt to her master, that her clothing was not g^od, 
when it was proved that it was of her, size" eleven hpurs in 
the bed stocks (being. in fact the whole night). 

15. Cannette, of ditto^ " did not throw grass;'' ten hours 
in the bed-stocks. 

. 16. Rose Desir6e, of ditto, '' for coming after three 
o'clock P. M. into the field," nine hours in the bed-stocks. 

17. Zabeth Robertson of Ross Park, '* for not working 
her row with the rest of the gang as she ought to do," in the 
stocks during her noon time. 

18. The same, *' for not working her provision ground on 
the day given by me," in the dungeon for one night. 

19. Catherine Bevarley of Union, '* for being insolent 
and using insinuating language while throwing grass in the 
yard," confined her two nights and a day in the stocks. 

20. Nelly Grieyous, of Union, ** for going out of the hos- 
pital at night, she being there as an invalid," confined for 
one night in the stocks. 

21. Sally Nightingale, of Beausejour, for '^ neglecting 
grass twice," two days' confinement. 

22. Fanny, of Montrose, for *' idleness and false com- 
plaint of having a pain in her belly*," confined in the stocks 
two days and two nights, and then begged to be permitted to 
go to work. 

23. Valere Gine, of Chaguaramas, '^ faisant le malade," 
fifteen lashes. 

24« Petit Jaques, of ditto, *' ne voulant pas prendre les 
remedes du docteur," fifteen lashes f. 

25. Sandy Couchi, of ditto, "porte une fansse plainte 
chez le commandant," par le commandant, twenty-five lashes. 

26. Francoise Masson, of ditto, " ne voulant pas travailler 
depuis 8 jours a comte de sa grossesse, n'etant grosse que 
de 6 mois, et lui ayant donn6 des petits travaux," en prison 
24 heures %• 



* Who could teU that the complaint was false ? 

t ThU, it mast be admitted, is rather a sharp pnoishment for not taking 
his physic. 
t Not choosing to work at all for thxee days on acconnt of her preg- 
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27. F^DCoise Negni, of ditto, ** manquant a la priere/' 
en prison et an tae 6 heures. 

28. Polly Bonaparte, of Perseverance, for ** disobedience 
and insolence^" eleven hours in bed^stocks* 

29. Gilbert, for '* omitting to hnng grass twice," fifteen 
stripes with the cart-whip. 

90. On Plantation River, belonging to James Cadett, Ssq. 
(a gentleman whose name appears conspionously among the 
remonstrants against the Order in Conncil, having been 
Chairman of the Committee of Planters,) (here are recorded 
135 punishments of females for *' neglecting provision- 
grounds, and refusing to work/^ 8cc. 

31. Joseph Congo, of La Reumnr, for *^ omitting to attend 
prayers," four hours in stocks'*^* 

32. Caroline, of Westmoreland, ** came into the hospital 
sick and refused to take medicine," two hours in the stocks. 

33. Rose Rosette, of Constance, for " neglect of duty as 
washerwoman, and taking one day more than usual to wash 
the linen of the family," in the bed stocks twelve hours of 
the night. 

34. Elizabeth Betsy, of ditto, for '' abusing the driver for 
calling her up one hour before day to go to the mill ;" the 
same punishment. 

35. Marie Polly, of ditto, for ** getting beastly drunk," 
Hie same punishmeot. 

» _ 

36. Andrew, of Las Cuevas, *^ for neglecting his garden," 
twenty-five stripes. 

87. Timbo Congo, of Union, for ** forgetjPnlness of duty," 
ten stripes. 

38. Boco Louise, of ditto, *' having borne a child five 
weeks ago; the child died on the third day. Oh being 
ordered to go to work refused, and preferred going to the 
stocks." In the stocks twenty-three hours. 

39* Jim James, of Bel Air, for " beating his wife," twenty- 
three lashes. 

naucy, being gone only six montbv, and haviof had lig^t work giTcn her; 
imprisoned twenty^fonr boon. 

• Can any thing be conceived more absurd tfaan this mode of instilHag 
religion by the stocks and the cart-whip ? 



40. ProvideQce Wilberf6rce» of ditto, for *' getting drunk 
on Sunday/' twenty-three lasbes. 

41. Azsso, of Otaheite, for '^ impertinence/' twenty-two 
stripes. 

42. Zemire Congo, for '^ being pregnant^ supposed by her 
reputed husband, having two spare husbands; creating a 
battle among them, and an uproar on the plantation ;'' two 
hours in the stocks* 

43. Mial, of Cedar Hill, " guilty of many faults ; a barrel 
of beef robbed while in his charge, his ground neglected, off 
tbc^ estate without leave when he ought to have been at work, 
wishing to have a wife on the Endeavour Estate, •though he 
has now, and ha3 had for several years, a good wife on the 
estate where he resided ;" eighteen lashes. 

44. Frederick Shipley and Davy, of Endeavour, '' neglect 
of order, and absence from throwing grass two nights ;" twelve 
la3hes each. 

45. Margarette, of Plein Palais, ** pour avoir manqu6 k 
1^ priere,'' a night in the stocks. 

40. Hamilton, of Margaret's Hill, " for neglecting his 
watch," twenty-five lashes, and had his posteriors well washed 
with pickle to prevent bad efiects. 

47. Huit esclaves femelles apartenant k Vhabitation Co- 
lumbia, " pour les avoir trouv6, toutes les huit, k ne rien 
faire," solitary confinement an hour at noon. 

48. Philip Pirame, of Matilda, " frequent instances of 
disobedience, absence from prayers^ frequent intoxication, 
riotous conduct ;" twenty-one stripes. 

49. A number of slaves on the plantation called Clydesdale 
Cottage are punished for " not getting grass *," the men 
with about twelve stripes, the women with confinement in 
tbe stocks all night. 



* It wiU be seen from these details what a sad aggrayation of the toil 
of the slaves^ as well as what a source of additional punishment is this 
crnel exaetion of grass gathering after the labour of the field is over. It 
is not enough that a slave should labour in the field from day-dawn to night- 
fall. He must then collect and carry a large bundle of grass for his mas- 
ter's horses or cattle. The hardships of this practice may be seen aboFe^ 
p. 41. 
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60. Grace Sulky, of Diamond, " for insolence and re- 
fusing to work/' nineteen boars in the feet-stocks. 

51; John Toassaint Micbell, of Retrench, " for prevent- 
ing the other Negroes from taking their task, saying it was 
too much, and putting into their heads bad ideas," twenty- 
five lashes. 

62. Felix Mer, of St. Charles, '* n'ayant pas fait sa tache, 
j'avais ordonn6 qu'il couche au hed-stocks : mais aussitot qu'il 
y fut mis etant part6 d'un eclat de rii:e en signe du mepris 
qu'il fesait de ce chatement," — fifteen lashes. 

53. Three women of Union Hall, for '' broiling in ike 
Negro houses," (what the nature of this crime is does not 
clearly appear), twelve hours' confinement, in the stocks at 
night; and another the same punishment for absence from 
grass roll. . r . 

54. Thomas Hodge, of Woodlands, '* for not turning out 
to work till half-past six o'clock, and being very insolent to 
the manager and driver," twenty-four stripes. 

55. Philip Sydney, of ditto, **for having gOne with a 
groundless complaint agamst the. manager to the comman- 
dant," confined, by order of the manager, in the stocks for 
seven days, and fed on bread and water. 

56. Richard Long, of ditto, '' for leaving the estate on 
Sunday, and not throwing grass with the other Negroes," put 
in the stocks all Sunday night. 

57. Amy Distiller, of Sevilla, ** for refusing to work and 
telling a falsehood on the overseer,'^ locked up in the sick 
house for eight days. 

58. On the Plantation Curep, seven or eight women ar^ 
punished with being put all night in the stocks, for coming to 
work an hour after sun-rise. 

59. Thomas Wilberforce, of Eldorado, " broke open a 
Negro house and stole a blaqket ;" twenty lashes. 

60. Patrick Wilberforce, of ditto, " eating earth," fifteen 
lashes. 

Some of the profurietors in their returns enter into details 
evidently for the purpose of exhibiting the injurious effects of 
the innovations introduced by the Order in Council. The 
following is a specimen. 
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*^ Extrait du Regisire de THabitation dite t.e Ffomag^er. 

*' Ce jour Jtfudy, vingt-Miifdu ttMig^ Juiltet»de TAnii^e nilMt 
o^nl vingt-quati^y a dean hetttfes de >*apr£9 ilikli^ le N^gre oGninP^ 
Af ^tce Fk^rise^ mott eselaTe^ ag^ de dix^h^ ans, ^€ailt 0<»rCt de sa 
«ttatt «»e d^tmebem^ aj^rSs 4tf« letf hatred out ^t§ rend^s an jatdb, 
habftiide ^uvAit teeidW6e (fti'll nvdil eotitmct^ depute la pirocla- 
mal^iiiii des drdonnftDces du 10 Mars, 1824f» qui interdille fou^t 
du cdmmandeur, ale vouHint aller au travail que long temps apr^ 
Ids autres, fiialgr^ i<^Xe» letf reprimandes que ]e ponvois l^i faire ^ 
l^mc^kittces de punitkirn s^ii persistdit ^' ttianquer ^ de devoir, il iMe 
re)^ndit iiMOl^ffiliif«iiiettt» passiiui devatit la pcHrle de ma maisoii, 
efi laiigage Negte, nm ilorH quand mmt v&M. le lui di« que yetoiii 
Iiiligu6 de ses luseleQces journaliere? efe que je le feral ohatier ; ii 
i^pliqwa' fbrlefiieiit (mi-«vous dttesr ofit eucore ? Alors IntUsmnt la 
^5ix> nrarehaut' k gmnds pasy il eriafarliettienf a plusieani repnaes^ 
oui,,^^ mitt! et faiaa jardm rejotndre Tatelier aiwo dea tIs 
<Ml«r4tf^ Le lefldemata Vendred j, treute dit uiois, a six heures et 
demi du 8<»r, tl^te ftetii^ a|)re8 sou ofFence, je fis apeHer Ye 
tiotnm^ Manliel'Gajtian homme de ct^ufctir Irbre, Espagnol majeur, 
qui' iitait dans une de mes eases iL Kegrear, et en sa presehee, je lui 
fii( d^ttner par 13611 eomixMndeur', defant la poite de ma msdsen, 
^uiutf^ coups de fouet, ftaiit debant et babiHi d^ ses vfcteiiens, et 
ttu^ri M pfeseiiee de Patelier qui 6taif raug^ pour ftire la prlere du 
sdir; 'pnisftt>ulktftapr6s eekt luiikire des remoustrauce^ sur soti 
insubordination journaliere, pour mettre le comble k teti iasolencesi 
l^ diiBiqile parole qu^ je proferai, tl s*efibrcett de tonsser avec vio- 
lence et si fortemeift'qt^it etoufibitma voix et me contraint de me 
taire. Les dernieres ordonnances ne permettant pas deux chatimens 
aiicsttsicfsir j^ ftiit •blig4 d^ tftefcrttr^if ft^ec ImkiSe de tikw €Sd4ve 
et d'aiMlet cettfe buraillatUMii !{ 

<' (on% siga^) Le Cbt. de€k«if if BisL 

MAVViiti 



<< Ce jour Dimanche du mois de Septembre, de Tannic mil huit 
cent vingt*quatre, k cinq'.hi^ures de r{ipr6s midi« ^rrivant de la ville 
ou j'avois 6t^ pour entendre 1& messe, je demandai mon diner, qui 
ne me fut s^rvi aussitot. Trouvant que rien n'btoit cuit, et qu*il y 
lUanquait le betvre que j*avab donn^ moi-mfeme avant mon dipart; 
(en Fabsence de mon epouse) je fis apeller mon cuisinier noA^mlS 
Rap^fikel Faxa, jeutie Vfegre, A%k it vingt-deux ii vingt-cltiq airs, n 
6l0il deja^^^ pasrti- et^ne^ «e trouva phis dans ma cuisine, je^atteudis 

R 
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jusqu*^ sept heures dit soir qu^ je le fis encore appeller. Il.repondit 
des cases ii Neg^es o(i il se trouva et revint k sa cuisine'; je liii de- 
tnandQi d.'buil ^rtoit, ponirquoi il s'^etoit . absent^ ataat . qua j'eus 
d\t^i, parceq^e rien n*etoit o.uit, siiqb Bppii6t, aaps.beurre et-antres 
ingrediens qui entreiit dans l!a$coipod<iiiQnil .^» meto.^ . IJi flie 
repondit avec briitalit^tel forgahl sa voix k ottb:aDC<».q$e qsond-fe 
diner 6toit servi qu^il pouvoil's'ien ]^\lery qu'ii et^i( ^ux cases k N<- 
gres et que c'etoit de la qu*il avait repondu. Je )ui ordcMiaiaj <}e 
baisser sa voiz. La bouche est pourpt^rler roe. dit*il» et-persouoe 
oe peut m'eoi empecher. Je vais vous inettre au ceps.lui dis«J€« 
pour votre voix, vos cris et:vos reponses insplentes et.peu respe,c- 
tueuses.j Pouje nHrai point au ceps, parceque. je iCai rim faiii: 
on ne met au ceps que les vqlens, etje n'ai point vole ! Etant jeune 
et fort:ingambey achaque pas que je faisois, il s'eloignoit» se teaaitt 
loujours k une.grande distance, de moi. N'ayant personne.aur 
pres de rooi que deux servantes incapable de pouyoir Tarreter^ je 
fus forc6 de me relirer. Le lendemain Lundi, d sept heures du soir 
les Negres rassembl^s pour faire la priere, je fis apeller le nonMOi^ 
Manuel Gay tan homme de couleur libre, majeur, qui 6tait dims uoe 
de mes cases k Negres, et en sa presence^ je lui fis donner par nion 
commandeur devant la porte de ma maison douze coups.de foUet^ 
etant debout et' habill^ de ses v6temens. 11 ne profera aucune 
parole pendant les coups qu*il recevoit, mais, le fouet cessanfy il 
resta un gros moment debout dans la 'm^mejposture^. apres quoi 
pour braver son maitre^ il dit, est ee tout? resta la quelque ini^ 
nutes et s'en fut !!! 

<<^(Sign^s) Le Chr. de Gannes. Commandaiit. 
Manuel Gaytan- 

. . • / ■ - 

Only one marriage of slaves appears to have: tnken place in: 
the six months, from 24th June to. 24th December 1824. 

The deposits.in'theSavings Bank of Port of Spain, during 
these six .months were 351/. 8s. currency. 



XX. VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

• ' ■ I. * 

Nothidg has transpired respecting tte progress of reform 
in these islands. 

A return has been made to ^ requisition of the House of 
Commons for ''information concerning a Portuguese 8hJ4>, . 
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called the BoDna Paula, wrecked ia thb neighbovrbbod of 
Tiiirtola; cmd the N^roes on hoard of vbich Were afterwards 
seiBe?«d:ta Bahia or Porto RioQ, with an explanatioo of the: 
circumstaDces attending the transaction/ and the puiiposes for 
/iN^indi they were removed." The retuhi (see'papelr'M.) is 
mbst unsatbfaictorj. : ' 

: The facts of Ifiis case appear to he/ that, ia September 
1819,' the Ddnna -Paula, of Para in the Brazils, was proceed- 
ing from t the coast of Africa to Porto Rico, with 253 slaves 
on. board, when she struck on' the island of Anegada. Of the 
slaves > 2^0' were saved; arid 180 beiiig put on board th6 
British schooner Lord Wellington, 'of 5^ tons, and 60 on 
board die Sloop Elisabeth ' and Hannah, of 13 tons, these 
vessels were cleiared out for Bahia, but in fact sailed for 
Porto) Rico, and landed the slaves ther^. A salvage was 
awarded, tp the salvors of 8050. dollars ; but it does not appear 
by whom the salvage was awarded,' or by- whom the slaves 
W^ie^ordered to be given up to the owners, and forwarded 
(o^ Porto Bieo;: It was alleged that the person who Was 
cottdctor at the time bad been induced to abstain from seizing 
these Negtoes, as it was his duty to 'do, by a bribe of 1000/« 
The clearance by him for Bahia was obviously ian intentional 
fraud. Indeed, how could^ a vessel of 53 tons, with 180 
Negroes on board,' and a vessel of 13 tons, with 60; have 
made: Bahia ? The whole affair was a collusive and fraudu- 
lent transaction.-^A similar case of a wreck had occurred at the 
Cape of Good Hope. On that occasidn the King's Advocate^ 
Sir C. Robinson, and the Attorney- General, Sir R. Gifford, 
now Lord Gifford, gave it as their clear opinion, "That 
Africans cast on the: shore of a British colony, inconsequence 
of the wreck of the vessel Jh which they were conveyed as 
slaves, are not to be considei^ed as slaves illegally imported, 
bnt as free persons ; and in such case the law officers of the 
crown think that .the Governor of the colony has no power 
to deliver lip those Africans, without their consent, to the 
persons claiming ownership over them, either for the purpose 
of ;being dealt with as slaves in- the colony, or of being oon<« 
Veyed to a foreign country, for the purpose of being so dealt 
with.^ In this case, as in the case of abandoned -slaves^' they 
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are to be dealt with by the GoTenior, asperaons in tSodi« 
8itiiation» not beisg Afiricons; areaU he, md n» claikii»r 
itiileaniity eMdd4)e4Mippo«ted^r4>woets, oa ^ceoant ;aC aack 
ilttteffereiice by the Governor J^ . 

On this Of&sbo of Ifaaie ^ninent lawjess there aa a Maib- 

meDt annexedy the author of which, however, is nat-samed 4 

bat which appears to be nothing elsethMi aa iaddieiuatteiiiixt 

to palliate the eiimiiialrty of the traosaetiaD. '^ Siioli beiag 

the law of the case/^ es declared by the law offieers 4t the 

drown, observes this eotaoieiitator, ^* the S40 Nttgro«s ftoiai 

the Donna Paula ought to have been received flod ptioteated 

as so many inhabitants or sqigects of nay civiliarf tiatbii 

worid have been received/' ** Sabjeets of a cmloedaatino^ 

<>B being wreeked, would be enabled to support IliaDiaehnea 

by Acir piroduotive iadastry of some kind or other; aad being 

awaite of the rights of property, as nnd^stood among caviliBBd 

naitions, woold be more Mkely to tespeet it than pear ignovaart 

AfiicanS, iai^rfectly ^cquaiated, as th^ mnit needs be, 

with the institations of 4An}lbsed life, and unaoeostaafiefl ta 

ttot degree of personal febom^ and pt«dewe which ^aaMea 

the poor in other countries, more advanced in milvEation, to 

gain Atir subsisteaoe by steady aad eonlinBed indnstry^ 

saving, when possBble, the present reward in labour ta snppact 

lliem IB future times of sidcness ^or want of eraployaeiit So 

leave eueh persons, wittiont -any ^ther eentroul than tkmt 

necessaty for civilised people would, in all probability, in 

sttclh a poor colony as Anegada or Tortola, insuro Aeir de» 

siraotion by lamina or violence, unless tbe GovainiGfj he 

antiborized to pn>\4de for them at the expeme lof the treaanry 

of Great Britaia.^ Undoubtedly it was very fmoiper ta are^ 

commend that some means should be taken to provide foe 

such eases ; but who, Ihat bad net aome favomate theory ta 

establish, would have thought of such an occasion efspeon^ 

lating on the comparative incapacity ef Black and White, of 

Afrieans and Europeans, to sustain themaelves ? Amd yet 

miglpit not Ibis writer en A» law 4if nature and natiens be asked 

''hetfaier S40 Dutch er Bnssian wamen, or 940 French 

convicts proceeding i|i irons to Cayenne, wbeUy ignorant ef 

1^ English laagnage, wrecked on the island of Anegada or 



TiNriola, ^oiU hwe dflae moire to sapport tit&mo\w6ii than 
240 AfiricaDi. These oonid ai least tUI the soil, vliidi t^ 
XHMeh or JtiissaaiD saaoftea* or tiie Freach qwvm^, anght sot 
be ai>le to do, mthost fidiiiig yictims to the duiiate* And 
WiMdd aot IIm fwlioe be, at le^at, equally effectual for restndft^ 
iog 240 Airieans, delivered firom a ilave diiip, as 240 Qntdi 
or SusiiaQ aeamen, or- 340 Fueiioh cpSTicts, freed fnom 
9J1 the r^tmiats of discifiline, if" means were. not taken to 
prdvide them {HPompHy wkh necessaiies ? ** Natives of a 
etvillied fsonntry, on being irvecked, would be enabled to 
support theflMeWes by their produetiye industry ef some kind 
or other/' And did pot the Africans sapport diemsehres in 
their own eountry, and do net Afrioans now support Iheo^ 
aelras in the West Indies? Does he mem io say, diat fi40 
European nien» women, and children, passengers in a strand** 
cd vessel, ooold have supported themselves better m Tortola^ 
by llieir productive induatryy than 240 Africans t If he does, 
he can know nothing of Tortola, or be writes for diose who 
k<iow nothing of it« Bat \ie wishes to instnuate that eraan- 
cipated Afripans camaot soppprt themselves by tiie produce 
of their fabour es the lower classes do in other countries* 
And yet in which of the West-* India islands are emancipated 
Afiieans a burdefi on the pobUe, as too manj of the poor 
in other countries are? We cannot bat regret to see aa 
official doonment defaced by ^ch statenents. 

The whole of the transaction which has caused this dis- 
cosaien «t3l remains to be cleared up. It is discreditable to 
iSie national charaeler, and most criminal in the immediate 
agents, oftd we trust it will be followed up to their exposure 
and puaiabment. 

Information bad ako been called for ** of any judicial 
proceedings which had taken place in the island of Tortola, 
ia consequeooe of some rileged acts of rebellion or insubordi- 
nation of certain slaves belonging to Mr. Ptckertng, in the 
year 1^23.^' lliat informatiou has also been given (see paper 
1a), though enveloped by the president of the island in some 
cotrfiision. The facts seem to foe these. — 

Mr.vPi<^kering who possessed a large body of slaves in Tor- 
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tola, bad deternliDed on remoTing' tbem all to Trinidad. It was 
aUegedthat he had id the first iostance obtained, their consult 
tothisremovaly but of the correctness of thia fact there is some 
feason to doabt. One thing is certain, that ^s.'the time, ap- 
proached for their embarkation, they manifested the very 
strdngesf reluctance to the measure : nor was this at all to be 
wondered at.. They were, almost all Creoles, nativlbs gf the 
island^ who had near connections on all the neigbbonriog^ 
estates, and who .had, according to Dr.Stobo, one of the 
Jadjges who afterwards tried them, amassed spme ^property, but 
nearly, the whole ,of. which they would now be obliged to' 
sacrifice; while thay were to, be transported, they knewruot 
whither; to some other colony where they n^ight hare Uh opea 
new lands, and might.be subjected to. a variety of privatioiis^ 
ahdio circumstances new and untried, and,.for aught theyknew, 
far more severe than any they at present experienced. Such 
at least was evidently their impression of the fate that awaited 
th^m. In order to avoid it, a number of them, about the end 
of October 1823, abandoned the plantation on which they 
lived, and seized a boat belonging to it, probably in'thjehope - 
of escaping from the island* Thiey. did not succeed in tbis> 
project ; and a body of hunters having been sent in pursuit.of 
them, they were forced to returii to th6 e^state. 0n the 17th. of 
November, five of them ^ere brought to trial for -their re- 
bellious conduct, and found guilty. The sentence pronounced 
upon them was, that three. of them should receive on the 
next day sixty-three lashes on the bare back, and that two of 
them should receive thirty^nine lashes ; and that they should 
then be remanded to gaol, there to be kept in close confine- 
ment in irons, until they could be transported from the colouy ;. 
that they should be all banished from these islands for ever, 
as soon as possible, to such place as Mr. Pickering should think 
proper; and that if they, or either of them, should be ever 
found voluntarily at large within any part* of these islands,, 
they, or either of them, should sufier death. 
' Without some such proceeding, Mr. Pickering would pro- 
bably have found it a very diffioolt task, to expatriate his 
slaves. The whole judicial machinery of the island ^a&. 
therefore called into action to aid his intercokxnial slavc^ 
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tiade, Jtad it prjbved subces^L: ^NatoTtily the persons^ltried, 
buttalt the .otber slaves belonging to'Mr. Pickering, now shk- 
mitted to the .hard necessity of their fate : they also embarked 
for Tripi^ftdi the same pl^ce of exile to which Mr, PickeriBg 
J[iaddj(^o^0d,the five convicts^ whcr hud been left by the court 
to hisdibposaU ' • i» ♦ •. - 

;! The president of the island^ Mr. Porter, who sat as a ma* 
gistrate oti the trial of these men, writes to Governor Max- 
well, that at one time he was told h6 should " be called td 
assist in forcing these people on board," After this trial; 
however, he found that ** happily theire was no occ^ion to 
perplex myself, for the Negroes went voluntarily f* (volun'^ 
tarily indeed !)-^" at least I heard nothing to the contrary."' 
^ President Porter, l^owever, seems to have felt that thb 
judicial proceeding required some justification. He therefore 
enters into a long detail of facts, to shew that for thirty-fomr 
years Mr. Pickering's Negroes had alwayi^ been insufoordi* 
, nate and Rebellious. ^ Supposing .this were • true, whathiadit 
to do. with this particular • transaction, except to rdUeve th^ 
actors in it from some of the odium it must. have tended to 
excite ? 'But that there had been occasionally sufficient ground 
for their insubordination i^.the excitement of that most pain-f 
fulof sensations, especially to men. called to work under^the 
lash* we mean hungeri comes out incidentally, on the depo- 
sition. of a man that had been their manager ; ibr in testifying^ 
to one instance of great insubordination, which had happened 
while he was in charge of them, he proves that they musi 
actually have beeui^ a state <»f starvation. The weekljr 
allowance to each Negro, he says, had been only two qQar;tfli 
of corn^ meal, and two mackarel; hut provisions becoming 
scarce, the deponent , had reduced-the allowance to three 
pints per. week \ the regular allowance,, be it remembered, in> 
the Bahamas, as we|U as the prison, allowance of Jamaica,; 
being twenty-one pints per week, . It appciars inde^i; th^ty 
under these circumstances of a starving, allowance, Saturd^ 
was given them ; but Saturday could not supply the present 
cravings of appetite. Months must necessarily elapse before 
any effect could be produced byline Saturday, in raising provi- 
sions ; and in the mean time how were they to find strength 
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mt ibfee, « ev^n fouir pints nS &mk mmi a vrtfA, to till 
eitier tfieir mmtei^u Mdt or theb own t Olvkig Aem Sa- 
tardayi ondMr trseh cireoiistaaeeS) was abeoliitd mDekery, if 
intefidvd as^ ft pvaMivt aflktiiitioti <yf ttdr ^tarvbg dtate. 

OofahKtf Maxwdl ii Tsry )At)pet4y ^wxiow, itf his coMi- 
manication on the subject to Lord Bathurstf to ^^eW ilM 
tkn afitdt wmL whcHif anconneotod' with tbo discnssfons wUch 
bed taken plaee on datery, cither at home or in the colony, 
btii anttfe etitirdly fronii the unwiHingnefti of the people to be 
Cran^pb^d to Trinidad. 

We have Mason^ to know froai private infomation Aaf Mr. 
JfuOsmAng Umetf iras av^se to the Aieasnres of jadieial set- 
yen^ trhkii' irore^ ptitsiiedt wi^ rei^et to fats Bla?e», being 
deiiitoai of* ^rather amptoying means p{ conciliatiif g tfaeu to 
hispotpose^ buttofliis^leniettteoifirsei Mr. Piresident Porter 
wppeunM faav6 be^ 9froiigly{iidMpo9ed« 'So eageir was Be 
liidHwd to frailmte Mr. PUk^rit^^ fntentfonft, ttiat on the 71&. 
of Not amber h^ wrote a private tetter to the sittrog magis- 
iilkte of 'Eortolai Jn whidi he tha» expressed Umsetf:-^ 

*^ I aitn^e wifli you^ atfor having applied to the exectrtive 
fas llicr fitat iiistailoe, and represented the Negroes referred 
to as in «^t8 of rebeyioOi if is eertainly the duty of Mr. 
Pil^fceiing to state to me, or some other magistrate, that fare 
has Itakea tfaem» and to require that they may be dealt with 
aoocnrdiu^ t» law ; but as he has ntyi done so, and as I hare 
novoapm ioe^tpeot he will do so, I took the liberty to ad- 
imis yow 0& iher sabjeK^t I wiA, as it is inconvenient to joa 
to do the neeAM^ y<m woald mention it to yomr successor; 
Somo^irg teHd me^ tkal atiloss the matter be speedily inres- 
llgiMisd, ft will aot be done at aU.*' 

Vb. Rrci^ritont Pbrler^s laadable soKcitade, lest these poof 
oreatorea, ftus goadbd to ihsabortfinatton by circnmstances* 
pooidiariy entitling 4iem to consideration, should, through 
the lenity of llidr mailer, escq^e pvnishm»nt, prov^ effeetual. 
l!hey wore ttfedand pnnislied. 
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HAViNQ.now bronght the proposed analysis to a conclu- 
sioD,' we beg to offer a few observatioDs npon it. 

The first impression, which its pernsal is calculated to 
produce, is a feeling of surprise and horror at the extraordi- 
nary state of society which it develops, aa existing in a 
considerable portion of his Majesty's dominions. The laws 
now presented to the public are not obsolete statutes, the 
relics of some barbarous age,' dragged from their obscurity 
by a painful research: they ar§ laws framed in the yeiEur 
1824, by men calling themselves Britons, and who, instead of 
being sensible that such laws outrage every principle of justice 
and feeling of humanity, actually hold them forth as models 
of enlightened and beneficent legislation. But if the laws 
themselves be, as they are, a crime, what must be their 
administration in Uie hands of the men who framed them, 
and who do not blush to boast of them? 

In the present analysis, as in Mr. Stephen's Delineation 
of Colonial Slavery'"', the colonists are made to describe their 



* Thongh no attempt has been made to reply to Mr. Stephen's admirable 
work, it has been the fashion, with the partizans of the colonial cause, to 
decry it as containing nothing which is applicable to the questions now at 
issne. ^ It refers,*' they say, ** to times that are past. A new system both 
of law and practice has grown up in the West Indies. Mr. Stephen's work 
may be very correct as applying to a former period ; but, to read it now 
uroold be only a waste of time." Nothiilg can be more untrue than this 
statement, and the insidious propagators of it know it to be untrue ; but 
they trust to the effect of its frequent and confident repetition, and of 
that indolence which leads men to avail themselvesof any plausible excase 
for not reading a volume of four or ^ye hundred pages. We, on the eon- 
traryi have no hesitation in affirming, that whoever desires to obtain an 
accurate and comprehensive knowledge of the true genius, the governing 
principles, the whole frame and structure, the nature and effects, of our 
colonial slave-laws, must seek for that knowledge in the pages of Mr. Ste- 
phen's Delineation. Nay, if any oiaut readers will only take the trouble to 
compare the legislation of our colonies, during the past year, with the prin- 
ciples laid down in that work, they wiU at once perceive how singularly 
those principles serve to explain and elucidate the recent enactments, and 
how aptly those enactments illustrate and confirm its principles. JUfr. 
Stephen's masterly production will be found to form ^t this moment the 
b«tt commentary on the new laws which we have been aoalysing. 

S 
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own system; the proofs of its iniquity being drawn from 
the colpnial laws, from other colonial records of unqnestionable 
authority, or from the evidence of colonial proprietors. We 
have heard much, it is true, of the improvepient which has 
taken place in West- Indian legislation, and those who deny 
it have been charged with misrepresentation. But the public 
liave now an opportunity of judging for themselves. In 
the ameliorated slave-codes now brought before them, they 
will find the proof, the irrefragable proof, of the deter^- 
miued pertinacity with which the colonists cleave to the 
worst enrors, and most revolting' deformities of their system f. 
— ^That such would be the result of a reference of this gredt 
question to the decision of the colonial assemblies, w«' never 
;doubted for a moment. We bad been instructed by tbe wis«- 
dom and philosophy of many greieit auliiorities, as to » the 
.hopelessness of any benefit from such a course; and we had 
the still more impress ve lessoi^s of experience to convince us 
that we could expect nothing from it hut (disaster, disappoii«t* 
ment, and delay; Our opinions on the suli^ect have never 
.been more admirably or accurately expressed, than they were 
by Mr. Canning, in a speech on the Slave Trade made by him 
in 1799. ** Trust not,^ says that enlightened statesman, 
making, the sentiment of a previous speaker his own, 
** trust not the masters of slaves in what concerns legisla-' 
Hon for slavery. However specious their laws may appear, 



* And here we beg oar readers noC to aasaine that they have fathomed 
all the depths of this sye^em, merely because they have read the above 
brief abstract of a few of the slave c«des. The acts themselves most be 
examined with, clips^ atte9U<)D» in ordef to appreciate the whole extent of 
their injustice, oppressivei>e»Si and cruelty. To convey an adequate Idea 
of these, the analysis must have been extended to A most inconvenient 
length, and its object in part frustrated.. Lawyers and Members of Par- 
liamcnty we trust, wiU refer to the laws themselves, to which our work 
may at least serve as an in^ex. By way of stimulatmg them to this 
course, we wlUadvert^o one omisaion,^ among many which we have been 
compelled to make, for the sake of brevity, in our abstract of the Barba- 
does law. By the S5th clause, any slave who shaU '* plan, excite, raise^ or 
M tti^ way promote mutiny, or reboiUQn, or qny thing that ahaU hme a ttm- 
dency thereto" or shaU (we give the words literally,) or shall *^ cemposs er 
imagine for the fmrpcee of mutiny^ rejbellUm, or intwrreetion**'^** shall suffer 
death without benefit of clergy,. trunspoHation for lif^" &c;,or sudi other 
phnUhment as the Court shall^ tUnk .fit 4o inflicts 
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depeiidupon it they must be ineffectual in their operation. 
It » in the nature of things that they should be so.'--^ 
" Let then the British House • op Commons do 
¥heir part themselves. Let them not delegate 
thx trust op do&n6 it to those who cannot exe- 
CUTE THAT TRUST 1^AIRLY» Let the evil'be remedied by 
an Assembly of freemen, by the Chvernment {ff^afreepeoph, 
and niot by the masters of slaves* Their laws gak 

NBTERREAGH, COULD >IEYER CURE THE EVIL." " There 

is something in the nature of absolute authority y inthe rek^ 
tion between master and slave, which makes despotism in 
ALL cases, and under all circumstances, an incompetent 
and unsure executor even of its (Hon provisions in favour of 
the objects of its poiwer^* 

The eternal truth of these maximsi applied at the time to 
the Slave Trade, loseB none of its force when applied to 
slavery; and it has been abundantly oonfinned by the fatal 
experience of nearly thirty years, which have since elapsed, 
of protracted misery and oppression to the slave, and of un- 
ceasing resistance on the part of the master to every effort 
to alleviate that misery or to tenninate that oppression. What 
indeed now remains to us, but to act on the wise and salutary 
counsel given to us in 1799, and our past neglect of which 
has entailed so many evils on the wretched African race ? Let 
THE British House op Commons jdo their part 
themselves, and let them not continue any longer to de- 
legate THE TRUST OP DOING IT TO THOiSE WHO CAN-* 
NOT EXECUTE THAT TRUST PAIRLY. 

And this is a 4M)urse- which not only the Parliament gene* 
rally, but those members of it, in particular, who are con- 
nected wi& the West Indies seem bound to adopt. It appears 
from the papers we have now had under review, that the 
Order in Council for Trinidad was framed (with the excep- 
tion of one point, that of the evidence of slaves,) on the 
suggestion of the West-India body in England. The plan, 
therefore, was theirs ; it was adopted on their recommenda* 
tion, and was supported in Parliament by their concurrence. 
It has been contumaciously rejected, however, by the colo- 
nists; and now neither ParKamrat nor the West-India body 
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can, with propriety; decline the only means of canning their own 
propositions into effective operation. The measures already 
adopted constitute a formal recognition of the existence of 
certain evils, which the authors of those measures liave pledged 
themselves to remove. To this extent therefore, at the least, 
we trust that the West-Indians will support Mr* Brougham 
when he shall fulfil his promise of moving the House of Com- 
mons on the subject. On them indeed, more than on others, it 
seems incumbent to second the motion.for Parliamentary legis- 
lation. Such a proceeding is necessary not only to vindi- 
cate the sincerity of their own professions in the counsel they 
have given to his Majesty's Ministers, but to rescue them- 
selves from any share in that headstrong and ruinous linet of 
poliey which their brethren in the colonies seem determined 
at all hazards to pursue. If no one else were to take the 
matter up, we should consider the West-Indian proprietors 
in both Houses of Parliament as bound by a regard to con- 
sistency, and by a sense of justice to their wretcbed bonds- 
men, to call for the interference of Parliament. Not a few of 
them are the strenuous advocates of popular rights, and the 
sworn enemies to oppression, at least in Europe. Let them 
shew that the operation of their principles is not bounded by 
geographical limits, or by the colour of the victims of op- 
pression, or by the degree in which their own personal 
interests may he affected by a denial of justice. They will 
then be able, when they re-appear on the hustings of those 
places which they represent, to vindicate more fearlessly 
and effectually their claim to the popular suffrage ** 



* One circiimstance has occurred which weakens oar reliance on the 
support which the West-India body at home are bound, in consistency, to 
give to those measures which are indispensable to the adoption of the 
reforms proposed by themselves. On the Gth of July 1826, soon after 
Mr. Brougham had given notice of his intention to move Parliament on 
this subject, a General Meeting of West-India Planters was held at the 
West-India library, 60 St* James's street, Charles Rose Ellis, Esq. in the 
chair, at which ** it was unanimously resolved. That the West-India mer- 
chants, and other consignees of West-India produce resident in London, 
do charge in their accounts of sales, or accounts current, 6d. (instead of Sd. 
as at present,) upon each cask of sugar, puncheon of rum, bag of cofiee, 
nad 1000 lb. weight of coffee, and in proportion on all other acticles of 
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We have hitherto- cpofined bur remarks to the single point 
of legislation ; and we thiok it has been shewn that it is the 
very height of fatuity to continue, to look to the colonial as- 
semblies for any adequate improvement of the state of the 
stiave laW' They are themselves the authors of every legis« 
lative wrong which is to be rectified, and of every oppression 
.which is to be redressed. TKey consist, almost to a. man, of 
slave-masters, or at least of the representatives of slave- 
Inasters, hardened by familiarity to the sight of those atro- 
cities which have so shocked and astounded the people of 
Great Britain. And they are surr.ounded and controlled by 
a population of needy, ignorant, and profligate constituents, 
who derive their distinction from the utter degradation of the 
Negro race, and a wretched subsistence from the wages they 
receive as the drivers and coercers of slaves. 

But the papers which we have analysed exhibit a view not 
only of West- Indian legislation, but of the administration of 
West-India law. Here a new field of horrors opens upon us. 
And here again we derive pur proofs of the radical iniquity 
of the system, exclusively, from the recorded testimony of 
the colonists themselves. They are our witnesses. We do 
not confiue this remark to those domestic punishments of 
which we have so curious an exhibition Jn the returns from 
Trinidad, and of which neither law nor justice but mere 
individual caprice is the arbiter. We allude rather to their 
criminal slave-courts ; — to the nature and imperfections of the 



WeaMndta produce imported from the 25tli day of March last to the 25th 
day of March 1826, into the port of London; and that the same be collect- 
ed in snch manner as shall be directed by the Standing Committee of the 
West-Indian planters and mei:chant8, and be paid into the hands of George 
Uibbert, Esq. the Treasurer.'^ 

Similar imposts, we understand, have been laid in the other ports of the 
United Kingdom, into which West-Indian produce is imported. Nothing 
is said of the appropriation of this secret-service money thus levied by the 
mandate of the West-India club. But whether it shall goto assist in defray. 
Ing the charges of contested elections ; or in rewarding the services of 
certain periodical writers; or in paying for the circulation of such pam- 
phlets as those of Mr.Orossett,Mr. Macdonnel, or Vindex ; or in bearing 
harmless the too rash, and fearless advocates of slavery ; we trust it will 
only serve to stimulate, to more unwearied efforts, all wlio really feel for 
the interests of humanity and justice. 
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jndieid'refiinis from -the Fiscul bf I>eiii0rara*>-4o the trials 
of the insmrgents in that ootony in 1H83 (which, hdwever, are 
Ddt comprehended in the returns that form the subj^ of the 
preceding 8tialysifl)';-^othe impunity -of the White insurgents 
of Barbadoes ; — and, abore all, to tise reports of the trials of 
the allegednack conspirators in Jamaica f^, in whScli \di^Tj 

ii^lW^— I— — — *— — I I I I I * II " ■ ■ ■ ■ II I I, 

* After oar analyiU had been closed, we received an additional Parlia* 
ventary Pi^per ; a retnm. of ^he procediap of the^iical of Berbice. T^ 
dpcpment is so important, with a view to the object of our present inc^ulry, 
that we shall subjoin some extracts from it in a postscript. 

t Since the preceding sheets were printed off, we hare had access to 
several sources of information, whijch seen to ns to throw additional light 
on these dark transaction^. ■ . , » 

In an extra Postscript to the Royal Gazette of Jamaica of tlie 17 th to tlie 
24th of January 1824, there is inserted a detail of the trial of the St. George's 
conspirators on the 19th January 1824. There Charles Mack is made to 
testify (p« SO), that the mee^ng at ^hich be wfis present, whep iwo hag9 
werft broi^ht on Upn muU^^ containing, as he. conceivesy guns from town, 
took place two weeks before Christmas. On the very same trial John 
Baptiste Corberand is made to testify (p. 31), that fourteen guns were 
brought from Lecesae,. in Kingston* in bag* on mti/M, iwpmmUhB before 
Christmas. 

, Jn the Postscript to. the Koyal Gazette, of the 31st January to the 
7th February 1824, an account is given of a second trial (Feb, 3) of some 
St. George's conspirators. On this occasion the editor observes (p. 20), 
** Baptiste Cnrberand varies considerably from the evidence he gave on 
tlie fof mer trial'* (pn the 19th Januar^f). '* Hp says th^re w^re some peepU 
from Sf . Domingo at the musterings, when before he distinctly stated there 
was only the brigand Baptiste. He also implicates Sambos and Browns, 
whereas before he only implicated Lecesne. He now, too, implicates the 
Negroes on La Fitte's property, when, on the previoos trials he deposed 
that they would not join, as they were religiously inclined/' Varioils other 
direct contradictions are specified, but these may snflSce. On this testi- 
mony, nevertheless, three men were, on this one occasion, condemned to die^ 
and one to be transported (p. 21). 

In an additional Postscript to the Royal Gazette of the 10th to the 17tb 
April 1824 (pp. 26, 27), is contained the accouut of the third trial of the 
St. George's conspirators, which took place on the 7th of April. Here 
Corberand and Mack change places. Mack is made, on this occasion, to 
testify^ that the guns arrived eight weeks before Christmas ; while Corbe- 
rand's testimony is thus given:— <* They. had fourteen guns to fight the 
Bockras with. They got their guns from Lecesne, a Brown man in King- 
ston, for nothing. They had been collecting money to purchase guns ; but 
when they found they could get them for nothing, they stopped collecting. ** 
** James Manhertz brought the guns up in a Spanish bag on a intie, with 
John Crossdaile, a slave belonging to Cambridge, in Portland, two w€ek$ 
before Christmas, A week qfter^ this witness brought op a keg of gnn- 



qpeoieft of judieiat irregularity lEippears to find a ptaee;-«and to 



p^w4ftr <Hi,« n^le froin, J^Mcw^fs.? L^cwauty b«. it remcoibered^ wm 
deported fVom Jamaica on tbe 29th of Norenber. Corberand is asked, 
<< Do jron know Leeesne T Hii reply it, « Yot, I know him well ; wm 
intrednced by Bapiitte the brigand to him." 

In the Jamaica Coarant of the 18th of April 16M» an account i« given 
of the same trial of the 7th of April, which is verbatim the same which we 
have just quoted from the Jamaica 'Oatette. Corberand is there also made 
to state that the guns were* brought front Lecesne two week* before Christ- 
mas, and a keg of powder only ime week before Christmas; while Mack is 
made to testify that they were brought to Balcarras eight weelu before 
Chriiftmas. The whole of the trial, extracted verbatim from the Jamaica 
Courant, and exhibiting these decisive proofs of perjury, may be seen in 
the John Bnil of the Iftth June 1834 

linmedlately after the trial of Cbancci which took place on the Ist of 
June, and to which we have adverted 'above (p. 77), Cori>erand was plaeed 
in close confinement in the gaol of Kingston. He escaped from his con* 
finement, but, afiei* some time, was retaken and plaeed in one of tbe con^ 
demned cells. The Jamidca Courant, of the &th June 1824, makes the 
Adlewing observations on the escape of this witness for the crown :-^ 

** Jean Baptiste Corberand-has effected his escape from the gaol of the 
dty. The danger, and impolicy of this man being abroad must strike 
every one. He has as pretty a notion of treason as any Jack Cade we ever 
heard of, and may, if he is inclined» stir up the present tranquil passions 
o# ignorant Negroes to those acts which, on his evidence on the last slave 
court, he evinced having well studied and matured. We neyer witnessed 
a fellow more nodannted before a tribunal Of justice, or more at home, on 
hie being discovered in occasionally tripping in the continuity of his story. 
It is hoped every exertion will be resorted' to in order to recover thin 
incendiary, who has evinced considerable and dangerous taletkts, and who 
would be prone to use them (if we judge asight of the fellow) to the pre- 
judice of the preseht peaceable state of the colony, and to the (perdition 
of his weak or headstrong associates.''' 

In the Public Advertiser of Jamaica, of the 27Ui July 18a4| the follow* 
ing paragraph appears :-^ 

> Cer^amU — ** In reply to the inquiry o£ a St. George's correspondent, 
* whether Charles Mack and Jean Baptiste Corberand, the crown Witnesses 
in tbe St. George's, trials, are treated like convicted felons, whilst the 
convicted rebels are allowed the pri^iMge of insolvent debtors,' we are 
requested to state, that Corberand has lately been confined in a cell for 
•wo causes; first, in consequence of his having effected his escape on » 
former occasion ; and, secondly, because he ha^ mUnifested strong symp^ 
tnms of insanity. The debtors insisted on bis removal from the part of the 
gaol approprjated to them, as he made at night the most hideous yeUings^ 
BOiAetimes roaring out that he saw the fire which was geiag to burn him ; 
at other times that he was sure he would belianged, an impressiom which' 
it is impossible to dispel. He also requested the Sheriff's officer to fetchr 
him a parson, that he might tell him that aU he (Corberand)^ had said was 
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the barefaced oppressions exercised iii that island towards some 



nothing bnt Um. Charles Mack, till the last week^'was in the hospital, and 
fur a considerable time previonsly. As he had also attempted his escape^ 
H has been con9idered necessary to put him under some restraints." 
' The same paper, of the 12 th Jnly 1824, conUdns the following remarks 
CD the evidence of Corberand, as it bears on the case of Lecesne and 
Escoffery.— 

** For onr own part we hope (indeed we are confident), that onr Exe- 
cutive have stronger grounds to defend the justice and propriety of their 
condnct (towards Lecesiie and Escoffery), than the evidence of Jean Bap- 
tiste Corberand, whose evidence* we maintain, is wholly unworthy of credit** 
We put it, not to the Rev. Colin Donaldson* bnt to Mr. Kirkland and Mr. 
Stamp, two of the ablest magistrates in St. George's, whether they can 
deny that Corberand- was always ready to swear to any thing which could 
tend, in his opinion, to raise his own consequence. We have heard him 
with our own ears, in a court of justice, detail before a jury impossibili- 
ties, absurdities, and inconsistencies. In bis cross-examination by Mr. 
Clement, In the Cour^heuse of this city, at the trial. of a slave named 
Chance, he so repeatedly contradicted himself, that 4he jury did not be- 
lieve his evidence, and acquitted the prisoner of every part of the charge 
which Corberand was called to substantiate. • 

^ Our readers will perceive, that we do not impeach Corberaad's testi- 
mony on the opinion of a very inconsistent, and perhaps, we might say^ 
very silly reverend gentleman (Mr. Donaldson), biitwe appeal to his own 
cross-examinations, and the verdict of a jury composed of respectable in- 
habitants of this city. ... 

*' Besides, were Corberand's evidence to be believed, it would be no 
exculpation of the illegal act charged against our executive, inasmuch as 
the deportation complained of, and the evidence which induced it| were 
long prior to this second edition of Titus Oates." 

A person who resided in the parish of Ht. Mary's at the time of the 
trials which took place there, on perusing th^ account of those trials con- . 
tained in the preceding pages (pp. 55— 63.) added the following particulars. % 
We publish them to afford the Jamaica missioparies and others an oppor- 
tunity of contradicting them if they are false. We believe them>to be true. 

^ The alleged conspirators belonging to Frontier Estate, were all reli- 
gionsly disposed^ and were in the habit, after the hours of labour, of meeting 
in ^each other's houses, ofteU'ln^thQ hoose of James Sterling, for prayer. 
A man of the name of Roberts, a butcher in Port Maria, was unfriendly 
to these meetings, which he affected to believe were held for rebelliona 
purposes. He questioned the son of this James literliqg, a flave of his 
own, of the name of Williivn, who was quite a boy, respecting these meet- 
ings, offering him his freedom and money if he should be able to. bring 
their plots to light. A^ordingly the boy disclosed a plot to his master, 
which his master disclosed to the magistrates. The unfortunate Negroes 
who had been named were taken op as they came down from Frontier 
Estate with their grass for sale in town. The reward which awaited wit- - 
Besses of plots being known, two others now came forward; one a woman^ 
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f)f the People of Coloar*. Let these things be fally weighed* 
and neither the Government nor the Parliament can hesitate 
as to the imperative necessity of radically reforming a system 
which produces sdch abominations as have been detailed ;<-^ 
such perversions of the very forms of law to purposes of 
cruelty and oppression, as can only find their parallel in the 
execrated proceedings of Judge Jefieries, or in the practical 

jurisprudence of Constantinople, Morocco, or Algiers. 

J — ■ ■ ■ - ■ 

Mury, who gave evidence against her hnsband, Henry Nibbs, and Mr. 
Walker's Ned* On the Sunday alter the execution of tlie eight alleged 
conspirators, as tliis Ned was passing through the ttarlcet, the wife of one 
of the slaves who had been executed, unable to control her feelings on 
seeing the false accuser, in fact the murderer of her husband, used some 
abusive langnage towards him. He immediately reported the circumstance 
to his master, who is a magistrate. This poor woman was soon after laid hold 
of, and in the presence of the concourse of people assembled in the 
market place, stretched prostrate on the ground - by foar Negro men, 
vfaile a fifth inflicted a most unmerciful flogging on the bare posteriors of 
the wretched sufferer. -^Henry (tibbs was an infirm old man, troubled with 
rtienmatism, and incapabie of ranch exertion^ as appears from the price at 
which he was valoed, namely ZSL sterling. Charles Wation, another of 
the slaves who were executed, yas a most harmless, inoffensive, and 
honest Negro, particularly noted for his religious dispositions, and the 
last to l>e suspected of improper conduct. It is my firm opinion that one 
object, with some, in these trials and executions, was to put an end to all 
the efforts of the missionaries in that quarter for the religious improvement 
of the slaves.*' 

* In the Postscript to the Royal Gazette of January 31 to February 7, 
1864, we find the following paragraph :•— -^ A foreign Negro, of the nan^e 
of Loui|i Milord, who was apprehended the preceding day, underwent a 
long private examination yesterday before his honour the Mayor, and 
Hector Mitchell, Esq.** 

In the Jamaica Journal of March 13, 1824, we are told, that ** two aliens 
were conducted to Port Royal on Thartday evening (March 11), and placed 
on board a vessel which sailed yesterday; The names of these individuals 
are Milord and Thompson, who were thus sent off, it is said, for adhering 
to certain dangerous political tenets, inimical to the welfare of the island. 
This, however, roust be mere conjecture, for the examinations are kept 
qiiite private. Several otiier foreigners have been taken up within these 
few days.'' ' 

Now both these men, we are credibly informed^ had been slaves ia 
Jamaica, but had, by the fruit of their own indnsti^, effected their manu- 
mission, and were living in the enjoyment of the freedom thus honourably 
acquired^ when the^ were arrested and transported as aliens. We tmst 
that the grounds of these and of all the other illegal violences, of tha 
same kind, which have taken place during the last three years in Jamaica^ 
will be fully intestii^ated by the House of Commons in the ensuing session. 
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' These things must come to an end, and that speedily. — 
They must come to an end, because neither the government* 
nor the parliament, nor the people of England can toleFate 
them much longer ; and even if the government and the par- 
liament and the people of England should be so lost to a 
sense, of their obligations, as to suffer them to continue, they 
must find. their close in one of those convulsions which will 
involve White and Black, master and slave, the oppressor and 
the oppressed, in one common and undistinguishing and 
overwhelming calamity. Such must^ sooner or later, be the 
effect of going on to delegate^ to the colonial assemblies, the 
solemn duty, which parliament alone can discharge, of giving, 
to the Black and Coloured Population of our colonies, the 
protection of law, and a pure administration of justice. 

We are at the same time, well aware of the preponder- 
ating influence which the West- Indian proprietors ipossess in 
both houses of parliament. This alone could have prevented, 
for twenty long years, the abolition of the slave trade. This 
alone could, ifor fifteen years more, have paralyzed every 
effort which was made to rouze the attention of the govern- 
ment and the parliament to. the enormities of the slave system, 
and to the utter worthlessness and inefficiency of all the 
pretended improvements adopted by the colonial assemblies ? 
To this cause must we also ascribe it, that almost every 
public functionary in the slave colonies, is either a proprietor 
of slaves, or the known partisan of the slave system ; — that not 
only many governors, and judges, and attorney-generals, and 
fiscala, and registrars are taken from the class of slave-holders 
and their friends, but that, even under the new order of things, 
this class has been made to supply protectors and sub-pro- 
tectors of slaves, the very officers on whose zeal, fidelity, and 
disinterestedness its whole efficiency depends; — that we should 
be burdened with imposts, and our commerce fettered by im- 
politic and injurious restrictions, in order to enable the colonists 
to perpetuate their demoralizing and murderous system ; — that 
the interests of one hundred millions of British subjects in 
India, in addition to those of Great Britain herself, should be 
sacrificed to about two thousand planters and merchants ; — and 
that all the benefits ^Jiich would have flowed to us from esta* 
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blishing iDternational relations with Hajti should have been 
contemned, her overtures rejected, and her offered favours 
scorned, until she has at length been driven to throw herself 
again into the arms of France"^. 



* No part of oar policy is more inexplicable, on any rational principles, 
than that which we have pursued with respect to Hayti. It can only be 
accounted for by the predominance of West-Indian prejudices and West- In- 
dian influence. During our war with Bonaparte we might have secured to 
eurselves the friendship, the commerce, and the assistance of Hayti: we were 
deaf to the most urgent representations on the subject. By the exercise of 
the commonest courtesy, such as we scruple not to pay to the Dey of Algiers, 
or to the King of the Sandwich Islands, we might have conciliated the attach- 
ment, and made ourselves, in some degree, the masters of the destinies, of 
the.Queen of the Antilles- We might have even succeeded in inducing its / 
inhabitants to adopt onr language and habits ; as, at one time, their chiefs 
would have zealously concurred in promoting every measure which would 
have served to detach them from France. — We repelled their offers of ' 
friendship. — ^They went the length of even lowering their duties to the 
extent of one half in favour of England, in hopes of conciliating our gt>od« 
will. — We treated even this liberality with disdain, and replied to it by 
an Act of Parliament, which prohibited all intercourse between Hayti and 
Jamaica. — They still persevered in their advances :' they still continued to 
treat our commerce with peculiar favour. At length our recognition of 
the independence of the Spanish provinces in South America, without the 
most remote allusion to Hayti, whose claims for recognition were infinitely 
stronger than theirs; and the renewal of the insulting Act, prohibiting 
their commerce with Jamaica, left them no hope of obtaining that standing 
among nations, which they deemed essential to their independence and 
security, bat by throwing themselves into the arms of France, and by 
sacrificing to her rivalry the interests of British commerce. It may not be 
known to our readers; it certainly was not known to ourselves, nor, as far 
M we have been able to discover, to any member of the House of Com- 
mons, unconnected with the West Indies, or with the public offices of 
Government, that, in the very last sessson of Far]iament> an Act was passed 
which contains the following clause : — 

''.And be it further enacted, that no British merchant ship or vessel 
shall sail from any place in the island of Jamaica to any place in the island 
of St. Domingo, nor from any place in the island of St* Domingo to any 
place in the island of Jamaica, nnder the penalty of the forfeiture of such 
ship or vessel, together with her cargo; and that no foreign ship or vessel 
which shall have come from, or shall in the eonrse of her voyage have 
touched at, any such place in the island of St. Domingo, shall come into 
any port or harbour in the island of Jamaica ; and if any such ship or 
vessel, having come into any such port or harbour, shall continue there for 
forty-eight hours after notice shaU have been given by the officer of the Cus- 
toms to dep^art therefrom, such ship or vessel shall, be forfeited; and if any 
person shall be landed in the island of Jamaica from on board any ship or 
vessel which shall hava^come frQra or touched at the island of St. Domingo 
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We trust that the ejes of his Majesty's Goremmeiit* of 
Parliament, and of the pablie will at length be opened to the 
real state of thingps ; and that, no longer deluded by misre- 
presentation, or intimidated by menace, they will not suffer 
evils of such magnitude, and of such malignant influence, to 
be prolonged for a day, in deference to the sixty or seventy 
West-Indians, who hold seats in parliament. Justice, hu« 
manity, a regard to our own honour and consistency, and 
above all the sacred voice of religion, loudly call upon us, 
without a moihent's delay, to redeem our solemn pledges, 
and to take care that, ''with a fair and equitable consider- 
ation, indeed, of the interests of all parties," ** effectual 
and decisive measures" are now adopted ** for ameliorating 
the condition of the slave population in his Majesty's colo- 
nies ;" and for admitting them to " a participation in those 
eivil rights and privileges which are enjoyed by other classes 
of his Majesty's subjects." 

except in case of argent necessity, or unless licence shall have been n^vea 
by the Oov^rner of Jamaica to land snch penoo, such ship shaU be forfeited^ 
together with her cargo." 

When the date of this cuactmeBt is compared with that of the treaty 
whic^ has been conclnded with France, we cannot donbt that Boyer waa 
InBaenced by it to agree t6 the severe terms which were exacted from liimy 
seeing how completely he was excloded, by that galling neasnre, as weU 
as 'by onr declining aU offioial Intercourse with him, from e^ery hope of 
the favour or friendship of this country. 

And now let it be calmly considered what wiU be ear sitnation in tho 
tVest Indies, in the event of another war with France. Onr possessions 
there wonld not be worth a week's purchase. The whole navy of Eng* 
laud, and a fresh debt of one hundred mitUons, could not save Jamaica 
from becoming the revolutionized dependent of Hay ti. Nothing, in sach 
an event» could avert onr loss of that and our other slave colonies, bat 
a previous radical change of our whole colonial system. We mtist 
raise the free People of Colour to the faU enjoyment of their rights and 
privileges as British subjecU; and we mutt proceed, with as Kttie delay 
as possible, to give liberty to the slave. If we refuse to do this, the 
catastrophe we anticipate may be delayed for a few years, but it caano^ 
in the constitution of things, bel ihr distant. 

Those who desire to understand the nature of this new danger, and the 
means of averting it, ought to read two publications of Mr. Stephen, 
written upwards of twenty years ago, on the subject of Hayti, entitled 
The Crisis of the Sugar Colonies, and The Opportunity ; worki wtiich wUI 
nbw be found to wear almost a prophetic air, sueh was the aocaimcy of the 
author's knowlege of the circumstances of the case, and Ms saffaeity fai 
appreciating their effects. ""''' ^ 
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Wb have already mentioned, in a note at p. 134, that we 
had received a further Parliamentary Paper of considerable 
importance, of which we intended to give some account in a 
postscript. It is entitled, '' Copies of the Record of the 
Proceedings of the Fiscals of Demerara and Berbice, in their 
capacity of Guardians and Protectors of Slaves, with their 
Decisions Jn all Cases of Complaint of Masters and Slaves 
respectively against each other, and the Punishment inflicted, 
or Redress given, in consequence of such Complaints, from the 
1st of January 1814 to this Time, as far as the sabie relates to 
Berbice.^ It was ordered to be printed the 33d Jane 18S5, 
and is numbered 476* 

The Fiseal^^ Mr. Bennett, in transmitting these returns, 
observes, that until the year 1819, he had Jiept no minutes 
of the complaints of slaves ; but that from that time he had 
taken minutes of his examinations, but only in a few cases 
of his decisions. Since the present application was made 
or copies of the complaints, he has been more particular in 
receiving them, and he has added the decisions. The account 
embraces a period from February 1819 to November 182i3. 

Under all these disadvantages, the materials before us are, 
nevertheless, very valuable. They admit us into the interior, 
the very penetralia of the slave system, which they exhibit in all 
its height and length and breadth and depth of deformity. It 
is out of our power, ^however, to do more than select a few 
examples from the mass« 

'The first complaint on the list, we are sorry to say, is 
against a lady, Mrs. Sanders. Nine Negro men, on the 1st 
of February 1819^ complain of it gm^ want both of food and 
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clothiag. One man produces a bolt and shackles, with which 
the Negro women were often confined, the ancles and wrists 
crossways, by which they are bent donble ; and says he was 
twice confined in that way himself. He and three others 
went on one occasion to complain of hunger. Mrs. Sanders 
ordered them to be tied down and flogged with two drivers. 
It was on a Sunday : supposes he had sixty. They are made 
to reap cassava, and get firewood, every Sunday, till the 
greatest part of the day is spent. The women and children 
have no allowance ; and the men are obliged to share their 
allowance! which is also a very scanty one, with them. These 
charges are denied by the lady* They are in part admitted, 
but in part denied, by her overseer. The Fiscal's judgment 
is not given, (pp. 5—8.) 

On the 18th of August 1820, the same lady again appears 
before the Fiscal. The following is a transcript of his 
minute of the complaints preferred by her slaves : — 

<< Negro Sam says, that his mistress is very bad ; that the work 
is daily increased, so that they are unable to perform their task 
given them : That the last holidays, when they got three days to 
dance at home, their mistress obliged them to work so hard after- 
wards as to complete the work lost in the dancing days : That his 
wife, named Adjuba, was locked up lately in his mistress's house 
for six days, her allowance being only one plantain daily, (com- 
plainant exhibiting some of their plantains) ; and that the very pot 
in which she got water to drink, was to serve her, by her mistress's 
order, as a necessaire : That his young master is very good, but 
his mistress is of too cruel a nature ; that their allowance is very 
little, and that they get no clothing at all scarcely : Finally, begs 
that he may be sold elsewhere, as he is not able to bear it any 
longer there. 

" Negro Louis says, Mr. Hyneroan bought him when very 
young, and sold him to Mr. Sanders ; that from both of these 
masters he never was ill-treated ; but since the death o£Mr. San- 
ders his mistress treats them with cruel barbarity sometimes ; that 
every Negro is obliged to bring home twelve bunches of shingles, 
although other Negroes bring but six weekly. That their mistress 
keeps them the whole Sunday employed inth all sorts of trifling 
works : that they get only three cassava cakes a week, with a little 
bit of salt fish : Finally, that they get hardly any ^^lothes ;-^wi8hes 
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therefore rather to be sold than remain with such a cruel mistress; 
as certainly all of the Negroes one day or other, after so much 
suffering, will run away in the bush. 

<< Negro David says, that he is cow-minder to his mistress ; 
that lately one of the cows got sickj for which his mistress ordered 
the driver to tie him up as fast as he could, which caused disloca- 
tion at the time, and under which he is still suffering, (complainant 
looking rather sickly and having the marks of his flogging still 
visible on his posteriors) ; that he there received 150 lashes from 
Andries by his mistress's order, who afterwards locked him up in 
the stocks in such a way that both feet and hands were fastened ; 
that his mistress says, because he is cow-minder she gives him no 
Sundays, neither any allowance whatever. Requests to be sold.'* ^ 

Mrs. Sanders appears before the Fiscal on two other oc- 
casions, to answer to similar complaints. On the last, 8th Sep- 
tember 1823, the following is the Fiscal's minute of the case : 

<< Complaint of the Negro David, belonging to Mrs. Sanders : — 
That he is too much punished with the whip and tamarind rods ; 
that he is employed to work in the kitchen, garden, and also as 
cook ; that he is swollen ; the soles of his feet flogged with tama^- 
rind rods ; that his mistress says he is lazy, which is the cause of his 
being flogged ; he was flogged with the whip lately; he has a beating 
at his heart, the cause of his illness ; his posteriors shew that he ha9 
been lately punished, not to any excess, but the punishment much 
neglected; soles of his feet examined, shew no marks of punishment; 
the Negro appears to be in a dropsy, and as such is treated by the 
doctor who has charge of the barracks." 

The son of this lady undertakes to defend his mother. 
He says, " that the Negro is a very bad character ;'* — that 

'< Little or no work is done by him, for on the least harsh word 
he runs away; he is a constant run- away. My mother will not 
allow him to be flogged, because lie bears the marks of former 
pujiishment so very evidently ; he did receive a slight punish^ 
ment for running away; this punishment was inflicted by two 
small boys with tamarind rods, and it was to endeavour to shame 
him. My brother brought him to town five days ago to cook, 
and why he has run away I do not know ; he vaas fogged by said 
boys under his feet tvith tamarind rods on account of his back 

BEING CUT UP." 

" nth March, 1819. 

" Plantation Gelderland : — Netielje, Julia, Lea, and Mietje, 
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eadi with an infaftt in lurmc^ complxih tliat no time is' allowed 
tbem to xmrfle thenr children; that during the crop an equal 
quantity of co£fee is expected and required of them as from other 
womea having no children, or of the men ; that a similar tadk is 
giveil them in weedinj^ grass with the rest of the gang) which they 
are not alile to p^HUnn, ih eons^uence of carrying their children 
•B their backs ; if they ^, they are beaten iA ^e mani^r's pre-* 
aence #ith the handlle of the whip by the driver Esperance. 
NetCelje and also Mietje were flogged the day before yesterday by 
ihe oarpehter La' Fleur ; they, virith others, were weeding the dam ; 
they had made a fire to drive away the sand-^flies ; they were seen 
by Mr. Toel, the manager, suckling their infants ; he inquired if 
they had no work to do ; they replied they had just taken theif 
children up, who were crying ; they were laid down and flogged ; 
their coats were stained with blood. Mr. Toel, took the fire up, 
and threw it in the trench. Julia was locked up in the stocks 
because she did not keep with the rest of the gang, and threatened 
to be flogged next morning ; she is a young girl, with her first 
child. Lea complains that she is not allowed to. suckle her child 
during her work ; she was threatened to be flogged next day by 
Mr. Toel, at same time with Julia." (pf 13.) . 

*^ Jane belonging to Mr. Bourmester, says her master gave her 
to his housekeeper Grace, who is constantly abusing and ill-treating 
her; she is often in the habit of kicking her, and beating her with 
'any thing that comes to hand, sometimes with a fire-stick, some- 
times with a piece of wood. Monday morning she was sent by 
Grace to look for wood ; when she returned she took a piece of 
crab-wood she had brought, and beat her with It, and kicked her. 
Her master was not at home : she got breakfast for her mistress 
and a gentleman, Mr. Harvey. After breakfast, sent me for wood ; 
I had just recovered from a fit of sickness, having had a blister 
on my belly, which was not yet healed ; I felt faint, and was 
under the necessity of sitting down to recover myself. When I 
came home with the wood it was about 1 1 o'clock ; as soon as X 
returned she began to beat and kick me, saying she hated to see 
me ; a boy belonging to Mr. De George, named Alexander, saw- 
when she beat me, and a girl 4iamed Sophia, belonging to Sue 
Austerhem." (p. 14.) 

'< Complaint of the woman MinJcie, belonging to Thomas C. 
Jones : — Says, Mr. Jones took her out of the barracks on Tuesday; 
after I got home he sent me to Mr. Henery ; be would not buy 
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me. Tie sent me to another geiitleman» I ^Q not know tiis nap^, 
but he lives in town ; they |both said my master asked too much 
m&f^j finr me> and sent me back. I begged foe a [Nifis to look for 
an wmei ; he said no, he would put me down and cut my -p-*«^ 
and would give me more then the law gives. I was then laid 
down and tied to three stakes^ and Chance flog^d me with a.c|»t-« 
whip ; I got a severe flogging ; I saw Mr. La3rfield at has door with 
linother gaatleman, and Mr. Kerschner, the baker, saw it from Ui 
window. Mr.' Jones bought me from Mr. Lo^'e of Dmnerara. I 
liave marks of severe punishment visible on me> old and. recent 
floggings^ all inflicted by Jones. 

<' Exhibits bqr posteriprs, whioh.Are covered with a pjaisteri by 
fUrderQfthe doctQr> and ^pparenlly lacerated to that degreetbat the 
court judged it expedient to direct her not to uncover it." (p. 14w\ 

Mr. Jooe^ siaid \iehad flogged her, and broke her mouth 
for ber insolence. He bad thirty-nine laid on her, and they 
utere well iiafiiQted* When he seat for her, he had no inten* 
tion of flogging her ; bnt after sending her to three persons 
for "sde, and not succeeding, he told her she bad often 
deserved a flogging; he then directed her to be flogged^i 
and that they should b^ well laid on, wbich was doue. 

« Aagust 23, 1822. 

** Felix, belonging to Plantation Scotland, states, 
<< That he has had a Black woman upon the estate for his wife 
now two years ; and the reason of his coming to complain is, that 
the manager of the estate takes her from him, although he has a 
Wife of his own. He is always taking the Negroes* wives, particu- 
larly his wife (Felix's) ; for she has had a child for him ; and since 
the child has been bom, the manager is always panishing him and 
his wife without a cause. Some time ago ten of the gang came to 
complain to their master (Dr. Broer), to report to hini that the 
manager had connection with their wives : their master promised 
to them that he would remove the manager from the estate, and 
place another one there. Upon 'this promise the Negroes returned 
to the estate ; but since that they have never heard of another 
manager. Felix and his wife are daily punished, which has com- 
pelled him to come to your Honour for redress. He calls upon the 
whole gang of the estate to prove his assertions to be correct. 

" On hearing this complaint, the Acting Fiscal proceeded to the 
estate, accompanied by Dr. Broer, the own^ ; and on questioning 
|he maimger and Negroes, in presence of each other, on the sub« 

V 



146 POSTSCJIIPT. 

ect-matter of t&e^omplamt, it appeared that Felix had neglected 
hi« worky and was told he would be punished if he did ^ot finisht 
his task the next day^ which he did not do ; and therefore suppo- 
sing the manager would punish him, he went to the Fi$cal to qom- 
plain* This being proved, Felix was punished for his misconduct i 
and the manager sffoerely reprimanded Jbr taking, improper liberties 
foith the tvomen on the estate, lohich it uoas evident he had done ; imd 
Dr. Broer was therefore strongly recommended to discharge him. 
from his employ." (p. 76.) 

That Felix should be the person punished for misconduct, 
will appear very extraordinary to all who have not imbibed 
llieir notions of justice in slave colonies; and it is the more 
surprising that the fiscal should pursue this course in the 
present instance, ad some time before be had addressed a 
letter to Governor Beard, then president of the court of 
justice (p. 15), m which he xharges these very persons, 
Broer and his manager, specifically ; first, with greatly over- 
working the Negroes; secondly, with severe flogging re- 
peated on successive evenings, and with illegal instruments 
of punishment ; thirdly, with making them work on Sun- 
day ; and fourthly, with considerably underfeeding them. 
The case was so gross that, notwithstanding an attempt on the 
part of the owner and manager to deny the charges, the 
fiscal ordered them to diminish the tasks of the Negroes, and 
to increase their food ; forbad their being worked on Sun- 
day ; threatened the owner with prosecution ; and told the 
Negroiss if their wrongs were not redressed, they should 
complain again. 

June 26, 1819. ; 

Brutus a watchman, belonging to plantation Providence, 
complained that ** the manager wanted my daughter Peggy. 
I said, ' No : ' He followed her. I said, ' No.' He asked 
me three times, I said, * No/ Manager asked me again 
Friday night* I refused. Saturday morning he flogged me. 
This thing hurt me, and I oame to complain." 

/' Peggy being sick^ Aqueshaba her sister attended :-«^Say8, that 
manager sent aunty Grace to call Peggy, and to say if she would 
not come I must. We said, daddy said must not go ; I was too 
young. Grace left us and went to daddy ^ shortly afterwards she 
returned and tried to coax me to go, but I would not, as my daddy 
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bad forbid it. Grace went and told manager ; manager sent to 
call Fanny ; Fanny went. The manager was up in his room ; and 
all of us, the Creoles, got^ orders to be watchmen at manager's 
door. I was watchman, Peggy, Frankey, and many more." (p. 30.) 

The manager of this 'estate on another pccasioD (p. 80.) 
laid a Negro on the ground with two drivers over him, who 
gave him. 100 lashes. His innocence being afterwards 
proved, he went to the manager for redress. The manager 
told him, '* if you do not hold your tongue, I will put you in 
the stocks^" . H6 then went to his owner, Mr. Henery, who 
answered, *' I cannot help it, it is not my fault, the punish- 
ment you had was the manager's fault.'' As he could get no 
redress from master or manager, he came to the fiscal. The 
manager endeavoured to justify himself, admitting that he 
had given him thirty-nine lashes, (the number allowed by law 
for any or for no offence,) and confined him in the stocks 
every iiight for a week. The fiscal reprimanded the manager 
for punishing a Negro on such slight grounds. 

A number of Negroes belonging to Mr. Elwes complain 
(p. 17.) of the harsh treatment they receive from him, and the 
slave Fanny his concubine. They are half starved, forced to 
work till four o'clock on Sundays, and also on holidays. The 
children get no allowance of food or clothing, (even girls of 
eleven and twelve going naked,) and are marked with the 
bush rppe with which Fanny flogs them. One boy, eight or 
ten years of age, complains that she beats him, pulls him 
by the nose in a cruel manner, and pinches his ears most in- 
humanly. He gets no regular allowance, but lives on what 
he can get. His master makes him mind the horse, clean his 
shoes, burn the coffee, &c. &c. ; never gives him any clothes, 
and when sick, after taking salts, makes him still perform his 
task. ** This complainant proves by many old marks on his 
back and posteriors, that his statement is not at all incorrect^ 
and that he has often been severely deaU with.'* (p. 17.) 

ASambo girl, Betsey, belongingto Mr. l.F.ObermulIer, says, 
she was washitig a frock given her by her mother, when her 
mistress took it froni her. She told her mistress it was bard 
to take her frock from her, as she never gave her any clothes 
herself. Her mistress complained to her master that she wa^ 
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msdkfit. H^ master Hew in a pMsion, and kicked her oft 
the belly, so that she coald soarcely draw hfit breath* The 
next day her mistres;^ tore her jacket off. She agaih alluded 
to the hardship it was to hare her clotheflf taken fironi her, bat 
none given her. Mistress again complained of insolence, and 
master flogged her with a rope, and made her brother Jacob 
flog her. For the least trifle, she and her sister are locked! 
up in the stocks, sometimes for three weeks, and fed only 
with two plantains a day. Her sister was locked tip for a 
fortnight by her mistress, saying she had made the bed im-^ 
properly, thereby causing the child to fell. Hek sister do* 
niedit. (p. 18.) 

Towt Negroes belonging to Cottbn-tfee Plantation, the 
property of the Hon. W. Katz, complain of not being 
allowed time for breakfast ; that they have to go t6 the field 
before cock-crow, ahd work in it till gun-fire, and then hare 
to cut grass. They are confined in the stocks, hni not 
allowed to go out even for the calls of nature. They com-^ 
plsuned to Mr. Katz, and he flogged them. The charges are 
denied by the manager and overseer ; the persons, in fact, who 
are accused ; and on their denial, the fiscal finds the com- 
plaint unfounded, aud orders three of the complainants to be 
punished with seventy-five lashes, and one with fifty» in htS 
own preisence, in the market-place, (p. 19.) 

There ' are complaints abo against Mr. Katz, from bis 
estate of Philadelphia. Amsterdam (p. 46) says, the oVer*' 
seer ''* Davies is extremely hard against him, beating him on 
every trifling occasion 

'< Gave iiim hsit Monday S5 rods oF a dam, and as he was not 
able to complete diis, Davies flowed faim very much ; alter fiog* 
ging he told him that he would go to comf^iain,, which brougkl 
Daviei^ into sach a passion that he sent all the Negroes afber him to 
catch him, but he escaped and amie to town to complab. jSayS 
they get enough to eat, but no time, on account of Davief's heavj 
tasks, to prepare the same» Complainant on shewing his posSenors 
proves to have had of kite a severe flogging.'' (p. 46.) 

Murphy came to the fis<i;al to oomplain, instead of going to 
Mr. Katz ; because tjirpe Negroes bad gone to complain to 
Mr.. Katz^ and, without sending for the manager, they were 
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flogged and flent back^ and the n^itt day one of ^m was 
iogged mgAtk by the manager. (p« 56.) 

Seven Negroes bebnging te plantation Bose Ball,' atate 
aa foUews : — 

'' That they all were engaged by the m&nager to gin cotton for 
Meikdetf olK their Sundays, for which he {H*omised each 3 guilders a 
day ; when, after worlung three Sundays, and receiring no payment, 
they declined to continue with this work. On demanding the 
paym^t, the msinager called the. driver to ^ve them a d *. * d 
good payment. 

<' That they are obliged to bring every evening, after their work, 
ap uncommonly large ^ized bundle of grass, (the measure whereof 
the deponent deposits herewith), and that when the measure is not 
full they are obliged to search for more grass in the dark. 

<< That in telling his master the hardness of the service, he flew 
into such a passion that he broke one of his (complainant's) teeth. 
That in coming in the Negro houses at night after their work, and 
mquiring after their things, the manager^ when hearing this, takes 
them up directly and lodges them in th6 std(;ks ; adding further, 
that in case they are not satisfied with* hrm, they may go and 
complain where they please.'* /(p. 20.) 

... . * 

« * 

Mr, Grade, the manager ^ plantation TEsperance, Ls 
chargied by the slaves with various delinqmriGies* A preg- 
nant wenmQ» naoied Bosa«, was employed pieLing coffee with 
some otfa^ women. Thinking diey did not pifck enofugb or well, 
Mf« Grade ordjer^^the diivt^r Zcfadajf to flog (hem. Th^ 
driver did so. Rosa had previously objected to wO]*king». as 
beingtoo big, and bdog unabfeto stdop ; but the manager over- 
ruled thie election, and ahe went topidc coffee on her kneee. 
WhenZcmdag came^to her,h^ said to the manager. This woqiab 
is big with child« The liiaDager repKed, '' Give it to her tiU 
the Uood flies out.'' She wils 0(^ged with the whip doubled. 
This was on a Friday. She was sent to the field on Satur- 
day; but, being seiised with pains ii!i her loins, wass sent to the 
hospital. The doctor exaodinckl he^, and drdei^d her to the 
field ligaib. Ob Snndliy she was delivered of a dead child, 
after a Severe labour* The child^s arm was bi^oken, and one 
eye was bnmed and sank id the head. This weman bad bad 
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sewen children' before by one hu^and^ The driver, Zondag^^ 
and several others, confirmed, the above - statement. The 
driver being particularly asked, whether ou his representing 
that Rosa was pregnant^ the mansfger had used the expres* 
sion, ** Never mind, flog her till the blood comes," replied, 
'* Yes." <pp- 25—27.) 

A Negro woman named Lsiora, belonging to plantation 
Reliance, with a very }rourig child at the breast, complains 
that she is not allowed to take her child to the field to give 
it the breast now and then, but is obliged^ to leave it with an 
old woman at home. When she steals from her work to the 
child and is discovered, the manager flogs her. She brought 
this child into the world with great pain ; it is of a weaUy 
constitution, and requires a mother's cate, which she is not 
allowed to bestow. The manager does not deny any of the 
above facts, only says, that the women with young children 
are not required to come out till half -past six in the morning, 
and they quit thejield at half-past ten, return to the JieUL 
at half -past one, and leave it at half-past five* 

The complaints are more frequent from Sandvoort, former- 
ly one of the crown estates, than from any other plantation, 
** Carolus says he is sick and swelling, and. that he cannot 
work, though willing. When he complains of sickness, the 
manager licks him, instead of helping him. Yesterday he 
was twice licked." (p. ^.y-^**- Amsterdam says he is afliicted 
with pains in his bones ; he does his best, but cannot work 
as others who are healthy. Mr. Cameron licks htm with a 
horse-whip, curses him, and when he goes to the hospital 
drives him away." (p. 34.) — Mietje (and her <Mld Mars). 
** She says she is willing to work when healthy. She went 
yesterday sick to the hospital. Instead of getting physic, she 
received a flogging. She is still sick, and has come to com- 
plain." (p. 35.) — Lambert had a bad disease, and the manager 
would give him nothing. He ran ^way. His master, Mr* 
Cameron, states him to foe a bad subject. He is admitted 
to labour under disease, but • is directed by the fiscal to b^ 
punished, (p. 56. See also, pp. 57, 59^65, 75, 76, 77.) 

The complaints are also frequent from plantation Beeren- 
steen, where some of the Crown Negroes are placed, against 
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the driver Zealand,, but chiefly against the manager, Mr. 
De.ussen. (pp. 24^ 25» 34, 36, 40, 43.) 
: Samuel complains against his master Spangenbarg, that the 
Negroes danced daring the Christmas holidays from Sunday 
eyentUg till Tuesday night. He proceeds thus : 

<* On Wednesday they went to work, but as some of the people 
were 6till inebriated^ so the large task given them was not finished ;. 
the next day th^ir task was renewed, with the addition of the re- 
mainder of the preceding day ; that he, acting as driver, told hi& 
master it was impossible to finish the same ; he (Samuel) himself 
being accustomed to the field work, could not accomplish it, much 
less the. women ; but bis master, who knows very little of Negro 
work and treatment, insisted on the performance of the* task given ; 
consequently the task was not finished, and principally the women 
Were short in this ; the next day they (himself as a driver included) 
w^fe all flogged ; the number of people working in the field con-^ 
aists of four men and three women, and they are so overwrought 
by theur cruel master that they are scarcely able to keep it out, 
which is the cause of their coming to complain, his master sajring 
that he has no fear of fiscal or any one else, but that he will flog 
them when he finds it proper. Tlie Negroes at present m town 
with their master, if called, would attest this. They get nothing 
but a small piece of pork^ a little fish, two pipes and some to- 
bacco ; nothing else ; no clothes or any thing more ; they get also 
a week only a small bunch of plantains, and are. generally very in- 
differently treated by their master. Wishes as his master is a per- 
son who is always flogging them, and who knows nothing of the 
work, that he, with his wife and brother, might be sold, being as- 
sured that they would be able to please a reasonable master, who 
understands the working and treatment of slaves." (p. 37.) 

Qtuimino complains of his master, F. Brittlebank's general 
ill treatment. 

'* Says, that some time ago many of them came to the ferry 
with the intention of going to town to complain, but were prevent- 
ed by the ferrymen fi-om crossing the Canje Creek ; that the fiscal 
then came to the ferry and ordered three of them to be flogged, 
ftiiwngst which the complainant was one ; that after flogging, the 
iscal desired his master to dress hfs wOunds wtell ; but that, on the 
contrary, his master did nothing to them when he came home, but 
nibbed his back with brine and salt ; that in consequence he has 
saffered very titoch by this- neglect;'' (p.'S7.) ^ 
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&ipio eomplaihs against fhe same master, Brittlebank, 
of being overwrought and severely treated. 

<< Came some time ago to complain, but was takea up at J^Bery 's 
estate and confixied there in the stocks for fourteen days : wbe& be 
went home he got veiy severely flogf ed ; be was taken to (be 
waterside and there flogged for fear of tba wbip basing beaid.; his 
private parts, which be e^bits» are so sev^iely wounded by :the wbifr 
he can scarcely sit or stand* The Negro appears much emadated." , 
(p. 67.) 

Martin complains against Mr. Davies, manager of Saad^- 
voort — 

<< That on Saturday he was almost unable, through pain in liia 
neck» to finish bis work, bu( nevertheless completed it; that last 
Monday he went in the morning early to complain to Mr. Davies 
to give him physic ; that Mr. D^ instead of assisting bfan, ordered 
Billy of Sandvoorty the driver, with four other Negroes, to lay him 
down ; that although he told Mr. D. he was never unwilling to 
work when well» he was, notwithstanding, flogged." (p. 39.) 

PhiKp and Leander complaiD of Mr. Luyken,. the mana- 
ger of Bertingdigheid, killing all their hogs. Leander had 
ten killed at one time. For complaining they were put in the 
sto^s. (p. 45.) 

Jennif complains of her mistress, Elizabeth Atkinson, that 
she heats heir unmercifully, ticked and trampled on her 
betlu, looked her in the stocks, and beat her on the back. 
In half an hour she miscarried. Her child Philip is extreme- 
ly ill-treated, and is never allowed to come near her% The 
child is exhibited: marks o/* seivere flogging over the whqk 
bodyl " Says she receives a good allowance/! (pp. 45, 46.) 

Three Negroes come to complain of Mr. C^er of plan- 
tation Niew Stoop. One of them says, 

<< That it is now tbe third time he has come tQ complain ; that 
twice he has been flogged by the fiscal at the marJcet ; Uuit he told 
the fiscal the last time he went, that in case his master troubl^ 
him again be would then come to complain also ; tbat Mr. dal^er, 
the last time he brought . him home, flogged and Jcfpt him in the 
stocks during thr^e weeks ; after which, on applying to his master 
for relief, instead of gaining it was severely flogged tbe next mofp^ 
ing» and locked up in the stocks again; after having been there a 
long time he was severely attacked by tbe scurvy, gs^ altliOUgh be 
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l^iegg^li^dtobeaMowed to go (uit andwaslxhimseUv was irefiu^; 
he grew so ill, Aat his master was afraid of losing him, and tba*e« 
fore released him ; he recovered, ^though very visible marks 
renuun on his b^k: whilst in the. stocks* hia master gave him 
XLOthtng to eat ; ^ whatever he got was bj favoi^ of the Negroes ; he 
was not allowed to go out and ease himself^ but lived la such a 
Boanner that it was impossible for any person to come near him ; 
his master bought a chain and block at plantation Zudwyk txiexelj 
for him.*' (pp. 46, 47.) 

General Murray, the late governor of Demerara, well 
known by the share he had in the prosecution of Smith, the 
Missionary, has two estates in Berbice, Resolution and Buses 
Lust. On the 33d October IB^l, the manager of the' former 
^state^ Hopkins^ was reproved by the fiscal for having given 
three successive floggings to a Negro nanied Mark^ who 
states, 

( '< He haj; been floggc^ severely by the icnf nager, on account of 
complaining he was sick^ three different times; once 12, another 
fame 39, and fi^ala 25 lushes have, been inflicted; shews marks of 
^leyere ftcggipg^ land muQh neglected.'* (p. 49.) 
/ On the 29th of Noieember tlier^is another .complaint from 
ibe «ame estate. Michael says he is a Negro, . and l^Ji^ws 
well he must work ; but that they. work from.moirnibg till late 
in the' evening picking coffee, '' and when he. . comes faotne^ 
.between tii ahd sevien in the Evening,. instead of goitighoBie 
<ta get i^GEme victuals, he is-orderedjto work till, twelve .at oiglit, 
.bringing mud from one.placie to another>\ Also.ou Sundays 
ihey are ordered. lb w^rk, ahdif tliey should refuisd.they wmdd 
ille'flDggedl'^ PhiUp inakes a. similar 0omplaiiit.«-r7%Diiidw .. 
\ ^Sajehe is an sld mati,.and the work that the mMoger giv<E^ hi^ 
/to do is Knpossible for him to complete, from the weaknqssof his body 
and statp; for which |ie is 0iw&f^ punishec^ .and kept eontioualljr 
^4 the slfodas." (p. 50.) 

. ;Th0^e^lt of; the eoniplaiiks made to f%e fiscal is seldom 
^f^. 1(1 this ij;istao<^e ^^is given in very laconic terins, and 
• wiU doubtless surprija^ ouir. seders : '[ Two direcfed to re* 

Agaia«: pn th^ 17th Noyembe.r 1823, at the very time when 
Smith's trial was proceeding, we have ^ complaint from tea 
wopten belonging to th^ same .plantation. 

X 
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" The governor, our master, when he purchased us^ gave us k 
task^ one hundred trees to be weeded and cleansed ; with this we 
were satisfied : the manager, however, says this is no work, we 
shall not have task-work ; he gives each Negro a row of three trees; 
if we do not finish the work given us, we are made to do it onr 
Sunday ; Ziemine, Maria, and others wrought in the field on Sun- 
day ; the manager had the driver locked up in the stocks." (p. 66.) 

We are content and happy when our master comes, who 
talksN and laughs vith us ; but as soon as he goes off the estate 
we are unhappy. 

" We have no time to eat, none to cook ; we have no eleven 
o*clock ; we are not wrought by task. Our master gave us spoons; 
the manager is dissatisfied with this ; he says the governor is too 
good, he minds us as if we were children ; he says he cannot flog 
us, because that can be seen, but he will punish us with work. If 
any of the wpmen be pregnant, no attention is paid to them ; they 
are wrought as hard as the others ; for that reason there are no 
children ; manager says he does not come to mind children. The 
rows given us have each sixty trees ; the bell is rungj but we cannot 
leave the field, because if the work given us be not finished, we are 
punished ; the punishment is, we are to finish our work on Sunday. 
We all have wrought on Sunday ; not one Sunday, but every one 
4;faat any field work is left undone." (p. 66.) 

On the 4tli September 1823, a number of women belonging 
to plantation Prospect came to complain of bad treatment. 
'The manager, Paterson, overworks them and gives them no 
time to eat. ** We are now planting and supplying canes. 
The 'ground is so dry we are obliged to throw water on the 
beds before we can chop the earth.'' The work they had 
'done the day before was reported to the manager at noon by 
the driver. The manager was unable to go himself from 
indisposition ; but he ordered the driver, when they returned 
to the field atione o'clock, to go out and flog each of the 
strong women. The women expostulated with him, shewing 
falm tihe extreme hardness of the ground, which they had to 
moisten before they could dig it; observing, that, if the cane 
plant were not well put in, the manager would again order 
them to be punished for that. The overseer, coming up at 
'the time, repeated the manager's order, and six of them were 
laid down and punished with twelve lashes . each. They 
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proceed : " We are too mnch punished ; we have no tune to 
get our victuals ; we have every night got work, whether the 
mill is going or ^not. Sunday night even is not excited, 
when we most bring firewood from the canal mouth. Tuesday 
night we had to carry corn from the great house to the horse 
stable-loft We were employed at this work till near morning. 
We carry home wood on Sunday night as well as any other, 
and the boatmen are employed in bringing wood on Sunday 
as on any other day. If any of us go out on Sunday we 
must be back in time to bring home grass and firewood for 
the kitchen. After that we must still go to the canal for fire- 
wood for the engine. 

. '^ Mr. Ross sends two bunches of plantains for each Negro 
every week : one week the men get two bunches, and the women 
one ; next week we get two, and the men one ; .the rest are kept 
for sheep and hogs. Mr. Ross sends tobacco ; we get none of that ; 

• 

we get no molasses, although it is given to the horses, sheep, and 
hogs. If you are sick, or have a sore, and put in the sick-house, 
only one bunch of plantains is allowed, and the allowance of fish 
is stopped. Mr. Ross sends every thing to the estate very well, 
but we do not get it. The overseer's treatment is worse than 
the manager^s ; since Caajee is come home, she is confined both 
legs in the stocks every night. Only four of us are allowed to 
take the magass from the engine ; in M'Cermot's time there were 
five of us to do this work. Our rum has been stopped for the 
week. Last night we received orders from the driver that we were 
not to come home to-day unless we finished our work ; we must 
boil plantains then fdr to-day ; the ground is so hard we knew we 
could not do it, and therefore came to complain." (p. 60.) 

It appeared, on farther inquiry, that they were well sup- 
plied with either plantains, or rice, or corn ; but no other 
part of the charges meets with a denial. The conclusion of 
the whole is thus given, and it will illustrate the nature of the 
protection which Negroes receive under harsh usage. Mr. 
Ross, the attorney, who was present, 

<< Expressed to the manager his entire dissatisfaction of the 
women having been flogged prematurely, and at the Negroes being 
employed on Sunday night ; and promised the Negroes they should 
have redress in as far as their complaints were grounded, but exr 
pressed bis disapprobation of their not having sought redress from 
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him as the attorney of the estate, instead of seeking it from thie 
fiscal ; and this conduct having been also pointed out by the fiscal* 
as' a t^nt of proper respect to. their- mast^, wIm^ from thirir owl:i 
account plentifully supplied their waiirtft, they seemed to regret the 
measure they had adopted." (p. 61.) 

Whether this be the same Mr. Roas, who is proprietor of 
Culcaim plantation^ we knov not ; but the Negroes of that 
plantation also m^ke bitter complaintoagaiiuit their maiiager* 
** When the auki is down, if our row is notfidUied we get fiogged* 
I received thirty lashes ^^ so did Joe. We are taken lb the-stocks at 
nighty ^nd flpgg^ next morning* We told the manager the wotk 
was too much, that we bad no time to get our victuals, and begged 
him to lessen the task : -this was the. reason wewere flogged.^ There 
are plenty of plantains on the estate ; the manager, however, only 
gives, us one bunch, and that is on the Sunday moming.. We are 
very well supplied with fish. • We are obliged to boil our .plan* 
tains at night, and put.theQi in a calabash to take to. the field next 
morning ; we are obliged to eat them by stealth, we ar^ driven so 
liwd ; and before we can eat thoBot they turn sour. When we come 
from the, field, ^fter this heavy day's work, we must work in the 
yard ; the punt brings wood to the canal, and we must carry it up 
' to the engine ; other times we must haul up bullet-tree to the saw- 
pit. When we are grinding we know very well we must sit up 
late ; and of this, we do not complain, knowing it must be done- 
We have complained to our master, and he says that the manager, 
he supposes, troubles us because we don't min4 our work ; we had 
no redress firom him." (p. 67,) , 

These heavy complaints are referred by the fiscal, on 
account of the distance of the plantation, to Capt. Grant, 
a burgher officer. His letter of instructions on the occasion 
will throw no small light on the principles on which justice 
is administered to complaining slaves. After stating, the 
heads of complaint^ he observes — 

« It must be needless for me to request the most impartial inves- 
tigation ; and although I am perfectly satisfied that Mr. Rosstoould 
not permit his slaves to be oppressed by the manager^ yet some of the 
charges of complaints may require redress ; and in such cais'e I 
certainly shall recommend Mr; Ross to afford instant relief. / am 
also tvell atoafe andjully confident tXat such recommendation ^Hjooutd 
be needless it* the complainants had not lost sight of a duty In^unl- 
"bent on them, to have sought redress in the first inststoccf fnmrMr. 



Ross, their proprietor, which they had ample opportunitfes of doing 
by hki frequent visits to the estate*. 

*< If, however, yo& tffid that the complaints ai^gromidlesi^, I re- 
quest you will, by ev^ry means, endeavour to convince them of the 
same, to point x>ut how very unsatitf&ctory, unpleasant, and expen- 
siv^'-suoh C6iiipl{dnt$ ittust be to< a proprietor of respeetabiKty and 
a good owner of slaves ; and that although the comf^ints^slavei 
ihadl'ahvfliyv eontmand myready axid 'smous-atteiitioQ, and' that 
whenever they are. aggrieved I will exert myself to? aibrd them'ref 
iie^ y^thdttfae di^y is^no less iaiperi0u» oti me -to 'puniflh aucb 
ikves, whose oniy motives in quitting their estates to .pref^ eom^ 
plaints proceed from idie aad wanton dispositions^ ivhoae statements 
prove to be groundless and vexatious. - . * - ' 

; ** I would thenncontmeud yim to direet the said Negfotsio be 
•extmjdwrUy pvmshed' mpreHnee of the gang ; and one of them haii* 
ing agnartedthat : ' woe Ute one.vsko ind»ed them tof come 

to taitmto compiaiu, he ought to^reoeinej^y iaeheSy and theothert 
thirtg^fdne eaeh^ well appUed^ and axuUaned^ refrain from fw¥ 
Mier woie^anhehoBcwm^ t 

- << I also recommend 3rDu to request Mr. 'Austin f^ the menof^. 



\\ * I I I I f I L , » « *li J . Jf ■ ■ |1 J ' *< ' i 



* The Negroes dis<niatl|r ssy iliey Jb^ eomplaihed to Mrirftofif^ sad weri 
refused redreas. . . 4 . 

f Of this Mr. Austin virho is thus made Claptaii\ Grant's assessor;, and in 
whom the fiscal reposes so much confidence, we have several notices in these 
papers.— Sa6 says, ^' That almost three weeks ago, the manager Austin met 
him in the aaoming whilst going to the field, and without giving him tlie least 
proyoiJation^cfJled the driver King to lick him, which had been of si|ch a nature, 
that he had been obliged to lie down some days, and on recovery thought pro- 
per- to report this proceeding to his honour the fiscal. Complainant's back has 
yet the visible marks of this treatment." (p. 31.) 

THm says, " That he knows very well diat a Negro is to work, he does hik 
duty but cannot please the manager, Mr. Austin ; that the driver is continually 
finding fault with and licking him too much'; that when complaining about this 
to the manager, he gets for answer, * It is your master's work;* says, that 
when Negroes are sick and go to the manager, instead of giving them physic, 
he drives them away with a horse-whip." (p. 4«1.) 

B,ose sf^s, ''She lost her husband and child lately ; that the mana^r treats 
her very ill ; that the cluld whereof she was delivered died on the third day ; 
that the manager made her go to work too soon after her delivery ; that he 
locked her up at night in the stocks, and made her work in the day ; that she 
told Mr. Kewley, her master, repeatedly o( the several ill-treatments which she 
received firom Mr. Austin ; but as Mr. Kewley gives her no assistance, she is 
obliged to come and complain." (p* ^l.) 

Again, Aug 20, 1623, " Compkuht of the Negro Harry, belonging to X P- 
ChapmaUj of Demerara, hired to Mr. Kewley, proprietor of 4(9, Corant}^ 
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of 49) to accompany you, and afford you his aid and opinion in as- 
certaining the work done on the estate, and complained of." (p.58«) 

The plantation Profit, in Dr. Pinckard's time, was a model 
of humanity towards the slaves. Times are now changed. 
The former possessor no longer lives, and the slaves are in 
the hands of sequestrators. The following is a specimen of 
their grievances :■— 

** Hutchinson, the manlier, is too cross ; that he ivill not give 
task-work, but works them by the day to that degree that they 
have no time to get their breakfast ; he comes after 11 o'clock in 
the field, and says we do not work enoi^h; the driver must give 
us twenty-five lashes every day. If we are flogged, we go to the 
burgher officer to complain ; he gives us a letter to the manager; 
but he says I want no letter, and the complainant is laid down and 
flogged ; two of the Negroes have letters they received firom the 
burgher officer, which 'were given them by the manager after being 
flogged. We have no attorney, or at least we hear of none, and 
we have not seen one for five months ; there is no fish nor s^t oti 
the estate ; we have not had clothes, this makes the thicd year, 
nor have we pipes or tofoacc6 ; we make plenty of rum, but never 
get a glass of it ; if we feel our skin hurt us, and complain of 
sickness, we are flogged ; he then mixes salts, jalap and calotnel 
together, which is given to drink. Rose went to say she was sick ; 
sh6 was flogged with the whip, and is yet cut. The manager says 
we are making bargain ; we do not know what he means; he makes 
us think upon what we don't want. Sandy shews some stripes 
upon his posteriors ; he received them in the field from the driver 



Coast:— States, that he is perfectly able to do his work, but not when he is 
sick ; that he went to the manager to say he was sick; he made the watchman 
take me to the field, where 1 was flogged by the driver. 1 had the fever two 
days ; I went to complain ; 1 was put in the dog-house, where I neither ate 
nor drank ; there is no sick-house on 49 ; I could not eat nor drink from sick- 
ness. If a Negro says he is sick, two Negroes drive him to the field at five 
o'clock ; at night we are locked up : all the Negroes treated so. Some of the 
Negroes, from the bad treatment of the .manager, have run away. One of Mr. 
Chapman's Negroes was flogged so often, and had so bad a foot, that he was 
obliged to run away in the bush ; if he is dead or alive we do not know; he was 
one of the firemen, and walked on his hands and feet ; he told the manager he 
could not stand to do work ; he was laid down and flogged. Manager's name 
Austin."— -ITarry is ordered twelve lashes by the fiscal, oa the statement of 
the proprietor, Mr. Kewley ; which, however, only goes to rebut a part, and 
an inferior part, of the charges. 
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by order of the overseer; he says it is for y^Aj as we rnnke a 
bargain not to work. Having made our complaint to the bm*gher 
odfficer, who never, can^e to the estate, but gave us letters which 
were not attended to> and not knowing that we have any attorney 
or proprietor, we come to the fiscal to complain. We do not wish 
to run away in the bush, but we look * for help. The manager 
came in the field the other day after dinner ; as soon as he came 
into the field, he laid the driver down- and flogged him ; next Sandy, 
and then me ; I asked what I had done ; but four Negroes were 
made to hold me, and I was flogged. I went to Mr. Munro to 
complain ; he told me the manager could not have flogged me for 
nothing ; I suppose you gave him sauce. He went next morning 
to the manager, who said I had been saucy. I was locked up in 
the stocks day and night ; I think I was confined two weeks ; 
manager said I should stop there till Christmas, because I went to 
compkun to Munro : I asked leave to go out to ease myself, and 
made my escape ; the stocks are now full of people. Hannah has 
a severe cold, and complains of pain in the stomach ; she says she 
is locked up in the stocks ; the manager says if she dies he does 
not lose * his money ; the Negroes went to complain to the fiscal, 
and he came on the estate, and what did he do ? Rose said she had 
a pain in her side, and begged for a blister ; manager said he would 
give her a blister on her backside ; she was laid down and flogged, 
the marks still visible." (p. 64.) 

The Negroes of plantation Foulis complain of Dr. Munro, 
their owner, that they are made to work in the boiling house 
from eleven or twelve o'clock at night till eight or nine the 
next evening. They complain also of want of food. The 
fiscal proceeded to the estate, where he says he ascertained 
that the complaints were in a great measure groundless, but 
that some irregularities were chargeable on the overseers, who 
were admonished, and threatened with dismissal if they were 
not more attentive in future. 

^< Two of the complainants, who, it was proved, were guilty of 
insolence and disobedience of orders, were punished in presence of 
the whole gang, who .were informed that any real grievance they 
had to complain of would always be attended to, but that they 
would be. severely punished whenever their conduct was proved to 
be refractory and disorderly. A copy of the ordinance respecting 
the clothing and feeding of Negroes was dien handed, to Mr. Monro, 
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who WW informed Aat peoakiei frould b^fi^lf enfoieed if die 
eiiactiii^ntB.irer&.BOt strictly ooitiplted with." .({)p* 6| 7«) 

Sixteen Negroes of plantation fientelling all unite in 
Complaining that the manager 

*^ Turns the gang out in the morning along time before the gun 
fires at the fort, and at day-light all the gang are at their work. At 
breakfast time, when the bell rings, before the Negroes are able* to 
|)ut their victuals on the fire, the bell rings again to turn out; so that 
most of the Negroes go in the field again without breakfast. He 
states, that the manager gives them more work than they are able 
to do; and if the work is not done in time the whole gang are 
flogged. That their allowance only consists of one bunch of plan- 
tains and a little fish every week, and no more. He states, that 
when all the gang are at work, and two or three of them have not 
finished their task, for the sake of, these two or three people the 
whole gang are flogged: this happens almost eveiy day in the week.'* 

. The head driver* bejlng pxamined^ states, 

; .5 < That on Thursday last he had a gang of sixteen men withhim, 
pefiding yenng canes in, a field about 500 rods from the build^ 
{ng^ That ^ wh^ gat^ were at their work} and had got three 
beds. weeded before the sun rose. An overseer^ Michael Hacrold^ 
j^me tQ the field at sevei^ o'clock, reckoned the gang, and directed 
the driver to see the work w^s properly done. About «n hour aft^ 
the manager came to the field, and ordered the driver to flog the 
whole gang, with the exception of one man, Alexander, as the 
wprk was n6t going on properly. 

<< On inquiring into the truth of this statement, in presence of the 
'attorneys of the estate, it appeared that although the manager's 
conduct was, in some Measure^ reprehensible, yet the con^ainaQts 
tiad gteatly exaggerated their grievances. They were therefore 
^drdered to return home, on the aoomeys promising to go to tike 
estate the next day to see that every real cause of complaint was 
remedied ; and to warn the managed, that if the N^roes had caute 
'^, complain again^ he woulcl be immediately discharged.", (p. 7^«) 

^o '09 t^e.^d of; Max^ 1823^ inline Negroes, aU, womeo, 
i»dtoiq^g to plai^tiltion Port M^rauoti ^yipeared to ««Miiplat|i 
x^ the iianager^ Jtbat tbey are , '* ooo^anlljr in the field flrom 
•lomiing befeDe. g3Hn»-fire nnliL Jale Sa dwet^olttg:;. Aal the 
iwork the manager gives is too much ; they are unaUe to 
^ottiplete it, although tbey wotk daring breakfast time/' 
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they are obliged to woik on Simday to finish the 
task given during the week ; and often have no time to eat, irom 
morning till night ; if the row is not finished they are put in the 
stocks, and kept in until morning, when they are released and sent 
to work ; sometimes the whole of the women are flogged for the 
sake of two or three not finishing their task. Last Friday the 
driver was flogged on account of his having allowed the women to 
come to the house to get breakfast, and they were sent all back 
to their work ; the manager saying to them, that they had time to 
eat at night, and not in the day. On Saturday last the manager 
went to the field, and found that they had not finished their row, 
and immediately ordered four women to be flogged." (pp. 78, 79.) 

*' On investigation of this complaint," observes the fiscal, 
who, be it remembered, is himself a planter, " it appeared, 

<< That although the tasks given to the Negroes of the estate 
were not actually more than they could do in a day, yet that the 
manager was very severe upon them, and too frequently inflicted 
punishment without sufficient cause: he was therefore informed 
that his conduct would b.e vigilantly looked after in future ; and if 
he continued the same system^ f he attorney of the estate would be 
recommended to discharge him from the management/' (p. 79.) 

Suoh was the result of these acknowledged atrocities. 

The following complaint, from the same estate, was heard 
on the 27th March 1823, and the result will further illustrate 
the coarse of judicial proceedings in the slave colonies. 

'<< Ness states, That he is the driver over the women, and the ma- 
nager ask^d him last Sunday why he did not go to work, and he 
answered that he had not been ordered to do so, or he would have 
gone to work, as he did not wish to do any thing without the ma- 
nagers's order. The manager then offered to flog him ; but he 
made his escape, and came to your Honour for redress. 

^* The complainant in this instance tvas punished by the acting 
fiscal for having left the estate and come to toxon to complain toith' 
out any causCy and when he knew he had been guilty of disobe- 
dience of orders and neglect of duty ; and the manager was roamed 
£/* the impropriety and iUegtdity of working the N^oes on Sun^^ 
%."(p-79.) 

The manager is not punished for so flagrant a breach of the 
law, but warned of its impropriety! The poor Negro is 
punbhed ! 

Y 
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But we have doDe, noC because our materials are exhausted, * 
but because we have already swelled the work by our citations 
to an inconvenient size''^. Last year Mr. Baring facetiously 
observed, that " what might be called our stock stories" were 
worn threadbare. He was tired to hear of nothing but 
Huggins and Carty, and Kitty and Thisbe : they were 
repeated in every speech and pamphlet, till they were fairly 
worn out, proving also the absence of any new facts of the 
$B.me kind. The fresh importation, of which we have given 
a specimen, will prevent, in the next session of Parliament, 
the offence to good taste of which Mr. Baring so sensitively 
complains. His commerce connects him with Berbice, the 
scene of these atrocities ; and yet Mr. Baring, with all his 
assumed knowledge of the subject, was as ignorant of these 
transactions as the child unborn. ; and would have been per- 
fectly Incredulous of them had they come, not from the fiscal 
of Berbice, himself a planter, but from some of those persons 
whom he unfairly and ungenerously represents as fabricating 
such stories in order to curry favour. with their employers. 
He complains top of the assiduity with which petitions are got 
up on this subject. And does he suppose that such transac- 
tions as these, when they come to be known, will not rouse 
the public to petition? The people of Great Britain cannot 
remain unaffected by such enormities perpetrated on their 
helpless fellow-subjects; nor can they continue to tolerate 
those fiscal regulations by which they are made to pay, in 
bounties and protecting duties, for the cost of this bloody and 
murderous system. 

« 

One word more before we conclude our painful task. A 
work has just made its appearance, of considerable labour. 



* We have given only a tithe of the atrocities brought before the fiscal 
of the sniaU colony of Berbice, containing about 20,000 slaves ! What a 
mass of horrors should we have had before us, could we have had. a similar 
return from all our colonies, containing altogether upwards of forty Ijmes 
that number ! Only three, however, of these colonies have fiscals, or any 
analogous officers, to record, in any manner, however imperfect, such trans- 
actions. 
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and considerable pretence to authoi&tyy containing 270 closely 
printed octavo pages, entitled, '* Considerations submitted 
in Defence of the Orders in Council for the Melioration of 
Slavery in Trinidad, and upon the probable Effect of sudden 
[Emancipation on agricultural Industry and British Capital in 
the West Indies, in a Series of Letters which appeared in the 
Star Newspaper under the Signature of Vindex. To whioh 
is annexed, the thirteenth. Article in the sixteenth Number of 
the Quarterly Review ; and the Observations thereon, in a 
series of Letters which appeared in the New Times Newspaper 
under the Signature of Anglus." It is printed for .Murray, 
and is addressed " to those Members of both Houses of Par- 
liament who, whatever may be their private interests, or 
preconceived opinions, feel anxious for the elucidation of 
truth in the question of West-India Slavery/' It is an ela- 
borate, ingenious, and humane attempt to quiet the con- 
sciences of those gentlemen and their friends who having 
private interests involved in the question; are desirous of hav- 
ing a salvo against the agony of self-accusation, and a plau- 
sible excuse to the world for prolonging the existence of that 
foul and disgraceful system. But all will not do* The na- 
tional conscience can no longer be lulled to sleep. Its power- 
ful voice will be heard, and will sweep away all such refuges 
of lies as would seek to reconcile the toleration of such 
practices, either to the character of our country, or the para- 
mount obligations of Christian duty. 

The grand object of this bulky pamphlet is to prove to the 
British Parliament, that slavery in the West Indies is a better 
and more gainful condition of society than' freedom. If this 
position were true, it would be an arraignment of the moral 
government of God. If it were as true as it is false, the 
people of England would revolt from the idea of pocketing 
the gains arising from such a hideous combination of injusticei 
cruelty, and crime. But it is as false as it is impious and 
inhuman. 

The pamphlet to which we allude appears to have proceed- 
ed from the same arsenal which supplied the materials for 
Lord Bathursf s speech in March 1824 ; for the article on the 



